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Many people love waking up to clear, frosty mornings, going for a walk 

under the winter sun or building snowmen and going sledging; it’s why we 

love winter! This year it seems we’ve had day after day of wearing wellies 

and waterproofs, or staying inside. But what about our wildlife?  Weeks of 

heavy rain and flooding can have devastating effects on our native species, 

including some that may be surprising. Hedgehogs are at risk of being 

drowned if hibernating in lower areas. Also the mild weather may keep them 

from truly hibernating, and waking when there is no food. Barn owls rely on 

their flight being silent and stealthy to hunt small mammals, which becomes 

very hard when the owl’s feathers become waterlogged with the rain. The 

small mammals such as voles and mice which are the owl’s main food source 

are most likely having to hide from the rain or may be washed away/

drowned in a flood. Rivers may be flowing too fast for birds like herons, 

dippers and kingfishers to be able to successfully feed. Despite being aquatic 

mammals,  water voles and otters are also at risk of having their dens or 

holts flooded, and being unable to find enough food. Otters can breed 

throughout the year, and young pups are in huge danger of being washed 

away from their mothers (if you watched Winterwatch this year, you’ll know 

that some Scottish rescue centres are inundated with orphaned otters). Let’s 

not also forget that seabirds, such as kittiwakes, puffins and razorbills, who 

often only return to land to breed will also struggle to feed in stormy seas. So 

can we do anything? We can be careful what we put down the drains, make 

our gardens a haven for wildlife by having more plants, and wild areas and 

less paving stones. We can also link our gardens together and report any 

strange behaviour from our wildlife so scientists can get a better picture of 

what's going on (COFNOD is our Local Record Centre in NE Wales). We can 

also help reduce carbon emissions; by turning lights off when we leave the 

room, and not leaving appliances on standby, walking to the shops instead of 

driving, turning off the TV an hour earlier etc. We can all do easy little things, 

and fight for our wildlife together (pause for rousing song)! 

Happy New Year from all at NEWWildlife! We hope that you had a very enjoyable festive season and 
are looking forward to the year ahead. It’s been a busy year on our reserves, with our volunteers 
working very hard for example clearing overgrown trees and ponds choked with weeds and cutting 
bramble and scrub to create more basking places for our reptiles. We have also  had many events 
such as our Christmas Craft Fair, otter surveys, lantern making and a lantern parade through our 
Knowle Hill reserve in Buckley. We also held our annual volunteer party, where we were very happy to 
welcome the Vincent Wildlife Trust to talk about their pine marten recovery project. Details of these 
activities can be found in the following pages. We also have a feature on the butterflies of 
Rhydymwyn and our usual reserves updates. We have many exciting volunteering activities, public 
events and training courses coming up. These include the ever popular wellbeing courses, bird walks 
and Spring Fair and family trail. We have been keeping an eye on our wildlife over the winter, and 
despite the odd cold day, it’s actually been relatively mild. While this is good for some of our species, 
some may be struggling with all the rain and storms (see the article below where we look in depth at 
this problem). Recent sightings are green woodpecker, goldcrest, bullfinch, common shrew, lesser 
redpoll, and raven to name a few. We hope you enjoy this edition of wildlife matters; we always 
welcome your comments and feedback! 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE... 

WINTER 2015/16 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk
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We held our annual volunteer Christmas party in January, to have 
a get together and celebrate their hard work over the year. It was 
great to be able to have a chat in a nice warm building, rather 
than being outside working on the reserves! We started off by 
having some party food and a good natter, and it was great for all 
of our different volunteers to meet those who work on other 
reserves.  For pudding, volunteer Barry ‘Swampy’ Morse’s wife 
Ruth kindly made us some delicious cup cakes, which we quickly 
polished off. It was then that we were treated to a talk by Josie 
Bridges from Vincent Wildlife Trust about their exciting project to re-establish a viable population of pine marten 
in Wales. “...with its 30-year history of pine marten research, VWT is boosting the struggling marten population in 
Wales. During autumn 2015, twenty pine martens were captured in Scotland, in areas where there is a healthy 
pine marten population, under licence from Scottish Natural Heritage. These animals were translocated and 
released in an area of mid-Wales. All of the martens were fitted with radio-collars and are being tracked daily. 

During autumn 2016, we will capture and release another twenty pine 
martens”. It was a fascinating and engaging talk; I think we all came away 
knowing much more about pine marten, and excited to see how this 
project develops.  
We would like to thank all of our volunteers for their continued hard work. 
 

For more info, visit http://www.vwt.org.uk/projects/pine-marten-recovery-project/ 

VOLUNTEER PARTY AND PINE MARTEN TALK 

We had another fantastic day on our Christmas Fair and 
Santa Trail on 5th December 2015. Despite the forecast, 
the  weather was fairly kind to us, and we had over 100 
children and their families  join us for the day, as well as 
those dropping in to visit the craft fair. The Field Studies 
Centre was once again full of festive tables full of locally 
produced handmade crafts, jewellery, paintings, cakes  
and more. It seems we have so many talented people  
in this part of North East Wales! 
 
The reserve came alive while the children were looking 
for Santa’s reindeer around Rhydymwyn - they had 

wandered off to graze the reserve! Luckily Bob, Doreen, Stuart, Betty, Dave, Ted, Bert and Cyril the 
(wooden) reindeer had not gone too far!  
 
Those who completed the trail could then take advantage of some very welcome hot refreshments provided 
by Friends of Rhydymwyn Valley (FORV).  They could also visit Father Christmas himself in his grotto, and 
receive a gift. There were some very excited children, with one little girl going to see Santa several times to 
check different details such as where his reindeer were waiting (they were on the roof)! 
  
Many activities were also laid on for the families to have a go at craft making for themselves, such as  
Christmas card making and colouring, decorating a wooden decoration and the ever popular wreath making.  
NEWWildlife wish to extend their grateful thanks to Val, FORV, Santa and all those who gave up their 
valuable time to make this such a special day. We hope to see you for our Spring Fair event on Sunday 3rd 
April. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR AND SANTA TRAIL 

http://www.vwt.org.uk/projects/pine-marten-recovery-project/
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VOLUNTEERING AND EVENTS 
 

Coming up in Feb 2016: 
 
 

 Sat 20th Feb - Willow management & skills - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 4  
 Tues 23rd Feb - Scrub mgmt - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 10 to 4 (Meet at the Glynne Arms) 
 Thurs 25th Feb - Winter bird survey & grass composting for reptiles—Rhydymwyn - 9 to 3 
 Fri 26th Feb - Litter pick - Broadoak Wood, Connah’s Quay - 10 to 12.30 
 Thurs 10th Mar- Tree planting & pond marking - Glascoed, St Asaph - 10 to 3 (Meet at Rhydymwyn 

at 9.30) 
 Tues 15th Mar - activity TBC - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 10 to 4 (Meet at the Glynne Arms) 
 Thurs 24th Mar - Habitat suitability survey - Broughton - 10 to 3 (Meet at Rhydymwyn at 9.30) 
 Tues 29th Mar - Habitat suitability survey - Buckley - 10 to 4 (Meet at the Glynne Arms) 
 
 

Training courses and events: 
 

 Sat 19th March - Basic Amphibian Course – Rhydymwyn – 1.45pm to 11.00pm – Cost £35 
 Sun 3rd April - Spring fair & family trail - Rhydymwyn - 10.00am to 3.00pm - Cost of trail: £2 per child 
 Fri 15th & Sat 16th April - Great crested newt course – Fri: 9.30am to 11.00pm and Sat: 8.30am to 

2.00pm – Cost £180 for Professionals, £75 for Concessions 
 Sat 21st May - Spring bird ID walk & workshop - Rhydymwyn – 9.00am to 12.30pm – Cost £5 
 

 

Tasks may involve getting a bit mucky! Please bring old/outdoor, weather appropriate clothes, sensible 
footwear and lunch. Please note, volunteer activities are subject to change, we’ll do our best to let you 
know.  
 

We are happy to provide lifts from and to Mold where possible, if you inform us beforehand. 
 

Booking is essential for all events and volunteering  so we know how many people to plan for. If you are no 
longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may be people waiting to book on.  
 

Please visit our website for more information: www.newwildlife.org.uk, or contact me by 
phone: 01352 742115 or email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
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In the early summer of 2011 my wife Sue and I commenced surveying the butterflies at the Rhydymwyn site. 
Amongst the species recorded during this year was a single dingy skipper, a species that has on occasions 
been maligned due to its colour but when inspected closely this species is very attractive as the enclosed 
picture hopefully shows, and to Sue and I it is a very attractive butterfly. To see this in our first year of 
surveying the site was very pleasing. 
In 2012 the maximum number of dingy skippers recorded was 5 and they were seen in 2 of the 6 sections of 
the transect walk. 

By 2013 the number had risen to 81 
and they were seen in all sections of 
the transect walk; this represented a 
phenomenal increase of the species on 
the site. 
The next year the population had 
almost doubled to 155 and as for the 
previous year all sections had the 
butterfly present. 
Finally in 2015 the number rose to 232 
and all sections had good numbers. 
 
In a recent communication from Russell 
Hobson of Butterfly Conservation 
Wales following an enquiry from me 
regarding how the population of the 

Rhydymwyn dingy skippers compared to other populations in Wales he said  “Of the regularly monitored 
sites, Rhydymwyn has the highest count in Wales” which is most gratifying given the northerly location of the 
site in Wales. 
 

It is important to state that the dingy skipper is a Priority Species in the United Kingdom Biodiversity Action 
Plan. It is also a Section 42 Species of Principal Importance in the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 in Wales. 
In the United Kingdom this species has suffered a decline of 48% in recent years which makes the progress of 
this butterfly in Rhydymwyn all the more 
impressive.  
 

During the autumn of 2015 part of one of the main 
areas for this butterfly was grazed by long-horned 
cattle and when the butterfly emerges in 2016 Sue 
and I will conduct a drop-disk survey to establish 
the impact of the cattle on the vegetation. Also, 
careful records will be taken of the sightings 
during 2016 of the area of grazing to monitor the 
numbers of this butterfly following the grazing and 
compare with previous years before the area was 
grazed. 
So a very encouraging record of progress of this 
wonderful species; long may it continue.  
 
BRIAN AND SUE ROBERTS 
Butterfly Conservation surveyors 
 

DINGY SKIPPERS AT RHYDYMWYN - BRIAN AND SUE ROBERTS 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Dingy skipper - Erynnis tages 

Dingy skipper - Erynnis tages 

Photo © Brian Roberts 
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Conservation grazing is traditionally undertaken for one of three reasons: to prevent long-term succession 
to scrubland, to remove nutrients from the soil and thereby encourage a species-rich flora, and to manage 
for species or site specific microhabitats of interest. 
At Rhydymwyn we have historically managed the southern grassland by grazing or cutting to encourage 
and maintain a species rich sward.  To this end the regime has been broadly successful, with a botanical 
species list in the grazing area reaching 104 in 2015, including species like knapweed, centaury and yellow-
rattle. 
In 2015 we turned our focus onto the butterflies 
using the area.  Rhydymwyn hosts a wide diversity 
of species – 27 in total – with counts crossing the 
1000 threshold in good weather during peak 
months.  We’re also blessed with a rarity – the 
dingy skipper – as described in Brian’s article. 
The dingy skipper is a very fussy species – a true 
habitat specialist.  Research indicates that the 
sward must include bare ground and should contain 
no more than 10% grasses.  Furthermore, while 
dingy skippers require bird’s foot trefoil, a species 
ubiquitous across Rhydymwyn, they will only use the shortest of shoots for egg laying.  On rank sites the 
plant becomes long, leggy and unsuitable, and the shorter shoots become over-shaded by surrounding 
vegetation, and ultimately this grassland species will get scrubbed out. 
Grazing can be used as a tool to encourage these very specific microhabitat needs, but we need to be 
careful not to under or over graze.  Too little and we fail to achieve the necessary short sward, but too 
much and you risk poaching the site and creating too open a field the following year.  On Rhydymwyn we 
are fortunate to have a very healthy and well distributed population.  This gives us something of a buffer 
against short-term population drops which may occur following intensive management works, as the 
population will remain viable in the surrounding areas and will disperse back to the grazed area once it 
becomes suitable again.  Indeed, this approach is ideal because without management the whole site risks 
becoming too overgrown for this precious species, but by rotating which areas are managed between years 
we can ensure that the whole site is maintained in favourable condition without ever changing the site 

conditions so drastically that it could ever be 
threatened through management works. 
In order to ensure that a suitable sward length is 
created and maintained we undertook monitoring 
throughout the grazing period to warn us when the 
cattle should be moved on from the site.  This 
monitoring will be continued by Brian and Sue in the 
summer to see what impact the grazing has had 
during the following growth season, when they’ll be 
monitoring the butterfly population post-
management.  We will also compare the results of 
botanical surveys in upcoming years with Joe Philips’ 
results for 2015 to show what impact the grazing had 
on the site’s plant life. 

Brian and Sue’s butterfly surveys will be entering their 6th year running this year.  Their data not only 

provides us with information to direct our grazing regime, but also contributes to a nationwide monitoring 

programme, which has enabled us to show that Rhydymwyn is amongst the top sites in North Wales for 

butterflies. 

GRAZING AT RHYDYMWYN - PAUL FURNBOROUGH 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Longhorn cattle 
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Well so much for the weather forecasters getting it right ... what happened to us getting the 
coldest, harshest, whitest winter we’ve ever experienced? Yep, they got it wrong and it never 
materialised! That was a great shame as I was looking forward to some wonderful days on our reserves 
trampling through freshly fallen snow. Oh well, maybe next year! 

 
As the winter has been so mild it has probably been a successful winter for wildlife. Why 

successful? Well with food being so easy to obtain then they will not have had to expend large energy 
resources to find it and will not have had to expend so much energy trying to stay warm. Most of the 
birds that we usually see on the feeders at Rhydymwyn have been happily foraging amongst the trees 
and I can’t recall seeing a ‘fat’, fluffed up robin at all this winter. 

 
On a recent winter bird survey at Rhydymwyn I managed to observe 27 species on or over the 

reserve. However, these were just our regular birds. I did not see or hear a single winter migrant! There 
were no fieldfares, no redwings and no large winter flocks of mixed thrush species ... Instead the song 
thrushes and blackbirds around the reserve were already singing and proclaiming their territories as a 
prelude to the nesting season. What an odd winter! 

 
We recently undertook our annual survey of the dormouse nest boxes that we have around 

Rhydymwyn Valley. Sadly dormice have not managed to find and colonise the reserve by themselves, 
however, we did locate several wood mouse nests in the boxes and four of these housed common 
shrews. With their incessant movements and long twitchy noses, these small mammals are a delight to 
see. Whilst walking between boxes a strange fungal growth caught my attention and there growing from 
a hazel trunk was a brain! After a bit of investigation later it turned out to be Tremella foliacea, the aptly 
named Leafy Brain Fungus (there’s a photograph of it on the back page). 

 
Elsewhere on our reserves we’ve been busy. The grass has been cut at Spon Green to stop it 

getting too rank. Annual inspections and litter picks have taken place on many of our reserves where 
thankfully there are very few problems. We have had a large oak tree blow down at our reserve at 
Trefnant and we will shortly be getting contractors in to tidy it up and to repair the farmer’s fence that it 
crushed when it fell to the ground! 

 
Kate and her volunteers have spent a couple of days 
working here. Firstly a very productive day was held 
whereby all of the willows and birches that had grown up 
around the pond edges were cut down and treated. This 
will remove overshading from the pond which will 
improve it for the amphibians breeding in it later in the 
year. The team then returned and undertook some much 
needed vegetation removal from the ponds and dragged 
out loads of Nuttall’s pondweed, an invasive non-native 
species.  
 
 

Elsewhere at Stryt Las we’ve undertaken similar management around the main ponds. Here 
willow, birch and alder have been cut down to allow more light into the ponds for the amphibians and 
Typha latifolia (common bulrush) has been cut down to allow better breeding conditions for the 
amphibians but primarily to allow surveys to be undertaken. A great big thanks has to go out to our 
volunteers from Glyndwr University who did a great job raking up and compost piling the cut Typha so 
clearing it up out of the way. They were rewarded with some well earned biscuits! 

RESERVES UPDATE 
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Elsewhere at Stryt Las a patch of the horrendously invasive Japanese knotweed has been cut 
down and burned. This plant is extremely invasive and can regrow from tiny stem fragments. In winter it 
dies back leaving underground storage rhizomes and in spring it will regrow extremely vigorously. This 
plant has evolved to grow on the lava fields in Japan and its young shoots can grow so strongly that they 
can force their way up through concrete or tarmac! It can then grow into very dense stands which shade 
out our native vegetation. We will be returning in spring and summer to treat the young growth with a 
herbicide to eliminate it from the reserve. 
 
 

In Broadoak Wood invasive sycamore saplings have been cut down and treated so as to give our 
native trees a chance. We also had a dangerously leaning willow tree to fell. This was leaning right over 
the path and was becoming a risk so it sadly had to come down. Time was spent with the chainsaw and 
after a slight hitch when the saw became solidly stuck in the tree we managed to get it felled. Once it 
was down the reason the saw became stuck was obvious --- although the outer 10cm of the trunk was 
solid the entire inner was just a mass of soft rotten wood fibres! It was that rotten that Kate was able to 
push her entire arm down into the trunk! 

  
Well that’s all we’ve got room for. It will soon be time for a very busy spring for all our wildlife. 

Let’s hope that it is a colourful and productive breeding season for them all. 
 

Karl Martin Reserves Officer 

RESERVES UPDATE... CONTINUED 

Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a biscuit (if there are any left)! The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115.  
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

Lane End Warden, Helen, worked in conjunction with Lesters Farm Shop and Susan’s Cafe to put on a 
Christmas lantern event. Sessions were held during the day for people to come along and make paper 
lanterns at Lesters. 

       . 

        

Everyone met back at Lesters at dusk to begin a Light Up The Hill procession up to Knowle Hill with their 
paper lanterns lit with LED tea lights. As you can see, some of the participants were raring to go and we 
even had a dog join us! 
We walked with our lanterns lit, up to the highest part of the Knowle Hill reserve, where we lit up the hill 
while we sang Christmas carols. Everyone had a wonderful time! 
 

We’ve been scrub clearing on the Scheduled Ancient Monument (the old tramway) over on Knowle Hill with 
weekly volunteer sessions.  
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE... CONTINUED 

We had over 20 volunteers out to help Helen clear the scrub on Tuesday 2nd February. This was a fantastic 
turn out and we managed to get through a tremendous amount of scrub during this session, so a massive 
thanks to everyone involved and I hope we can have more sessions like this in future!  It was a cold day but 
cutting down trees using loppers and saws while having two incinerator fires going to burn the brash 
certainly helps to keep you warm... and fit! 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trees have been growing on top of the Scheduled Ancient Monument, which makes for interesting photos 
but it’s not good news for the monument as the bigger the trees get, the more they disturb the monument 
brickwork, which is something we want to preserve. The clearing has also been revealing some interesting 
brickwork that showed through after clearing some of the bramble. A little mouse hopped out of here during 
the session! 

 
 
Areas of the SAM brickwork looking much clearer thanks to the 
wonderful hard work of our dedicated volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The picture to the right is a view of some of the 

ponds over at Lane End recently when the sun 

came out. Many of these ponds will soon be 

thriving with great crested newts, frogs, toads, 

dragonfly larvae and various other mini beasts! 

Helen Carter-Emsell - Lane End Reserve Warden 

We would like to wish Helen all the very best when she leaves NEWW to start a new job in 
March.  Thank you Helen – and good luck! 

Photo © Graham Davies 

Photo © Graham Davies 
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NEWWildlife and Friends of Rhydymwyn Valley (FoRV) are running 
a spring craft fair and family Easter trail. Drop in and enjoy a FREE 
day of stalls, local crafts with artists from Helfa Gelf; and gifts to 

make & buy with craft workshops, kid’s activities and a cafe. 

Our family trail  will run from 11am to 2pm. Booking is essential 
for the trail.  

£2 per child on the door 
 

Venue: Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve 
 

For more information or to book a place on the Easter trail, please 
contact NEWWildlife on: 01352 742115 or 

KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
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Our volunteers have been working hard over the winter so far, especially carrying out some essential 
tasks that need to be completed before amphibians return to ponds, and birds return to nest. 
Hibernacula providing winter shelter for amphibians have been built in Maes y Grug, Alltami and we 
have also been clearing ponds at Rhydymwyn and Trefnant to free them of the over grown pond 
weed and Typha, so it will be a suitable breeding habitat for amphibians in the spring.  
 

Winter is also the perfect time to be felling, cutting back or pruning trees and scrub, as they are most  
dormant during this time of year. Cutting trees in early spring can lead to the trees bleeding sap and 
weakening them. We have been working hard at Trefnant clearing willows growing too near to the 
ponds, at Llwyni with trees over hanging the path and at Rhydymwyn with scrub and trees 
encroaching on to grassland areas.  

We really couldn’t do all of the work without our amazing volunteers, so thank you very much for all 
of your hard work, we really appreciate it! 
 

Argoed school, Maes Hyfryd school and Coleg Cambria have been joining us again over the autumn 
and winter for weekly sessions at Rhydymwyn on pond life cycles, helping us to create a new pond, 
taking part in wildlife and history walks, nature games and scavenger hunt sessions, exploring 
woodland habitats and lighting a campfire from scratch. They have also been volunteering for us by 
putting up bird boxes, raking grass and creating compost piles for reptiles, cutting up the small tress 
we have felled to create log piles for  amphibians, reptiles and small mammals. We love working with 
schools and colleges as it is fantastic to see young people out on the reserves working hard and 
enjoying being out in nature. 
 

We really hope to see you at one of our nature reserves soon - and please send us any wildlife 
sightings or photos, we love to hear from you! 

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE  

Please help us to be even greener, by sending us your email address so we can send your future 
editions of Wildlife Matters electronically. 

Before and after pictures of tree clearing with volunteers at Llwyni 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 

thanks to our funders Defra, NRW 
and Redrow; and to our 

volunteers who keep us going. 

YOUR PICTURES FROM AUTUMN 2015 
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We love to see 
your photos! If 

you do take any, 
please send them 

to us on email 
KWilson@newwil

dlife.org.uk, or 
share them on 

Facebook at 
NEWWildlife Ltd. 

 

 
Many thanks to all this edition’s 

contributors! We welcome you to 
send in any article ideas. 

 

Galanthus nivalis - Snowdrop 

Tremella foliacea - Leafy brain fungus 

Sorex araneus - Common shrew 

Cladonia fimbriata  

Volunteers at Knowle Hill 

Lantern parade at Knowle Hill 

The fallen 

ash tree at 

Rhydymwyn 


