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As the wicked winter weather recently caused havoc across the 
Atlantic we came off much luckier here. Take a look at page 8 for some 
shots of Rhydymwyn Valley during the recent snow storms. You need 
thermals and fingerless gloves to work here at times but it’s worth it 
when you can enjoy views like this out of your office window! 

Undeterred by the biting cold Dr Anne Brenchley and Ian Spence led a 
Bird Identification Walk around the reserve on 30 January. NEWW 
members and their friends, 15 in all, braved the elements to walk the 
reserve armed with their binoculars to identify birds by sight and call. 
Despite some very challenging weather conditions at the outset it did 
stay dry for the duration of the walk and our enthusiasts were lucky 
enough to spot 25 different species of birds on the reserve, redpoll, 
bullfinch and lapwing being just a few.   

Anne and Ian are two of our resident bird specialists.  Ian is County 
Bird Recorder for NE Wales, and you will remember his very 
informative article in the autumn edition of Wildlife Matters.  Anne is a 
regional rep. for the British Trust for Ornithology. 

 They are always happy to share their knowledge of birds and we are 
very lucky to have them. They will host another walk in March so 
watch this space and the website for further details.  

I love the winter as it means spring is on the way and we can look 
forward to the green shoots of new growth popping through the 
earth. 

 The snowdrops are emerging already and 
it won’t be long before there is lush 
greenery in abundance and the long 
winter days will be very much a thing of 
the past.    

But before we wish our lives away take a 
look at what’s  been happening down our 
way over the last couple of months... 

Welcome to the winter edition of Wildlife Matters and the first edition of 2015. 

Contrary to popular belief, the reserve doesn't really sleep over the winter.  Things do slow down a bit, 
but that’s mainly the staff after too much Christmas pudding!  

There’s plenty of wildlife on the prowl for those enthusiasts who are brave enough to man up to the 
elements and don those arctic fleeces, waterproofs and sturdy boots.  

Bob, NEWW’s resident grey squirrel has been much in evidence, cheekily snaffling peanuts from the 
bird feeder without a by your leave. Very much the alpha male, Bob sees off any birds who might 
fancy a nibble and  also deflects any attempts from two much younger squirrels to get at the nuts! But 
don’t worry, the birds still have plenty of dining opportunities as Bob can only commandeer one 
feeder at a time!  His exploits have kept us entertained over the recent cold snap. He’s an agile 
acrobat with a determination second to none. If you’re on the reserve be sure to call in at the office 
and take a look at his antics.  Ever the innovator, our Reserves Officer Karl has designed a Bob and bird 
proof vole feeder.  Check out our Facebook page to see if it’s worked! Speaking of taking a look, let’s 
hope you’ll enjoy taking a look at this edition and catching up with what’s been going on down our 
way.       

WICKED WINTER WEATHER! 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk


 
 

 

PAGE 2 
WILDLIFE MATTERS 

IN SEARCH OF SANTA AT RHYDYMWYN   

  Saturday 6th December 2014 
 
The morning dawned cold but, thankfully, dry and when I arrived on site just before 10 the place was a hive of activity 
with stallholders setting out their wide range of crafts, cards, gifts and gorgeous cakes. The Field Studies Centre was 
full and everything looked attractive and festive. One corner was devoted to activities for children - card making and 
reindeer construction amongst other things. As the day progressed I saw many reindeer (of varied shapes) being held 
by small hands.  I had to help search for a few antlers which had fallen off! 
 
At 10 o’ clock, three of us set forth onto the site armed with questions, clues and direction arrows to lay out the Santa 
Trail. Suitable trees and bushes were found on which to hang Christmas decorations, baubles, garlands, Santa hats, 
advent calendars - in all twenty highly imaginative clues.  The route was planned so that it was accessible to all which 
was great because during the day it was negotiated by many pushchairs, a couple of wheelchairs and an assistance 
dog!  
 
By 11 o’ clock, the first of the children 
arrived accompanied by assorted parents 
and grandparents, and over the next four 
hours, armed with a question sheet, 
clipboard and pencil, they followed the trail 
answering the questions and working out 
the secret word which would lead them to 
Santa who was sitting in his excellent 
grotto. Afterwards, the families looked at 
the craft stalls and took part in the 
children's activities before many of them 
made their way to the Visitor Centre where 
refreshments were being served. I was very 
taken with the present from Santa the 
children were clutching - a real little 
Christmas tree beautifully wrapped in red 
and green with planting instructions and a 
printed table against which to record its 
growth alongside their own so that they could compare them over the next ten years. 
 
In all, over 200 people, including 100 children, enjoyed the day, the success of which was due in no small part to the 
tremendous amount of hard work and preparation which had gone on beforehand. A fantastic happy atmosphere, 
great cooperation from all involved in the organisation and lots of happy families joining together in the various 
activities as illustrated in some of the lovely feedback which has been received. 
"Thank you for a wonderful day. The children really enjoyed it". 
"The Santa Trail was great and a fantastic idea instead of just queuing to see Santa". 
"A great family day out". 
 
Noreen Fisher   NEWW member and volunteer 

We would like to thank Noreen for her lovely article, and special thanks go to Kate and all NEWW’s staff and 
volunteers, FoRV volunteers, and the craftspeople, for making the event such a success!  Without forgetting, of 
course, Santa himself, for finding the time to visit us at Rhydymwyn at his busiest time of year’!  

Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a biscuit (if there are any left)! The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115.  
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NEWW’s volunteers are the backbone of our organisation; without 
them many of our projects wouldn’t get off the ground. To say thank 
you in some small way we organised a buffet lunch on Saturday 31 
January followed by a presentation from Alan Davies and Ruth Miller of 
“The Biggest Twitch”. Everyone enjoyed the event and it was great for 
us to offer this small reward for all the outstanding volunteering that 
goes on around our reserves. NEWW’s volunteers are hardy beasts and 
are out in all weathers helping us clear litter, manage our ponds and 
scrub; so if you have some time on your hands and would like to take 
part in any of our volunteering projects please get in touch or visit the 
website for more details.     

VOLUNTEERS’ PARTY 

Hello, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Helen and I am lucky enough to be covering the post of Reserves 
Officer for Lane End and Knowle Hill while Lucie Bernardova is on maternity leave.  I am originally from Derby but 
have spent most of my life in Sheffield where I studied for my degree in Environmental Conservation. Wales has 
always been one of my favourite places to visit and a place I have holidayed in for many years. It was a dream of mine 
to one day be able to move to this wonderful country and last year I was lucky enough to finally be able to. I jumped 
at the chance! 
I have always had a passion for wildlife and nature and I am artistic and creative. In my spare time I love to do 
woodworking making pendants, hand carved signs, spoons, pyrography and much more. I like to combine my love for 
nature with my creative side 
and I find wood a beautiful 
medium to use. I love being 
outdoors whatever the 
weather; I’m very practical and 
I enjoy exploring new places. 
 I have volunteered with the 
Sheffield Wildlife Trust, the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and a 
number of ecologists. I worked 
as a Countryside Ranger with 
the Sheffield City Council 
Ranger Service for a year on a 
bursary provided by the 
LEMUR Project and my last job 
was as Duty Manager at a 
Tropical Butterfly House, 
Wildlife and Falconry Centre. 
I am looking forward to the 

challenges that this new role 

will bring and I am especially 

looking forward to meeting 

anyone who is interested in 

coming to volunteer with me at 

Knowle Hill. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO A MEMBER OF THE NEWW TEAM— 

HELEN CARTER-EMSELL 
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Spring will soon be rapidly upon us following another milder, wetter winter than the ones I remember growing up in 
the 70’s and 80’s. I remember winters of deep snow that lasted for weeks and long drawn out spells of freezing 
weather where hats and gloves, wellies and duffle coats were the norm almost every day! I also remember hours spent 
in cold, wooden hides and hiding behind wind-break hedgerows just to try and get closer to that flock of thrushes in the 
hedgerow. 
 

Were they song or mistle thrushes? Blackbirds? Maybe fieldfares? Or even, my favourite, redwings! Winter walks for 
me were never complete without spending a few hours watching these fascinating winter visitors from Scandinavia. As 
I predicted last time, a visit to our Glascoed reserve near St Asaph showed some of these wonderful birds foraging in 
the hedgerows. They were joined by a few fieldfares and with the help of many blackbirds on site, on one visit I 
counted a flock of about 15. They soon cleared the bushes of berries and then moved on to pastures, well bushes, new! 
Unfortunately I was never able to get close enough to them to get any photographs. As the weather was mild I suspect 
that they had lots of spare energy and hence at the slightest disturbance or threat away they would fly. I can remember 
in harsh, colder years being able to slowly approach to within about an arm’s length when they would only then take 
flight so that they conserved their energy until they definitely had to use it. 
 

Here at the feeding station outside of our office at Rhydymwyn things have been quiet. The squirrels, blue tits, great 
tits, coal tits, dunnocks, wrens and robins are here most days, but not in very large numbers and not continuously. 
Again I feel that the milder winter has allowed a large number of invertebrates to survive and these are being searched 
out by the birds in preference to our dried food. 
 

One group of animals that are still hiding away from the cold are the bats. Their maternity roosts have all been vacated 
and are devoid of bat life. But if you know where to look they are still around. I have surveyed various buildings on the 
site and tucked away I usually find a few species. This year I mostly found the beautiful brown long-eared bat (Plecotus 
auritus) but in other years I have recorded six species! 
 

As I wandered around the buildings this year I decided to do something different. This year I counted the hibernating 
Lepidoptera (moths and butterflies). There were only two butterfly species [peacock butterfly (Aglais io), small 
tortoiseshell (Aglais urtica)] and one moth species [herald moth (Scoliopteryx libatrix)] to count. This is what has been 
found on the two survey dates so far this winter: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It was quite surprising to discover such a consistent number or peacock butterflies over the two surveys. What was also 
very interesting was that this was despite predation of the butterflies by bats or birds as the quantity of discarded 
wings on the floor increased between the surveys. Whether this is from birds foraging in the buildings during the day, 
or by bats foraging on the milder nights is unknown. It has, however, occurred despite the peacock’s wonderful anti-
predation strategy. When at rest it folds its wings up above its body. This displays a wonderful cryptic camouflage that 
in a hollow tree is probably entirely realistic, unfortunately on a building painted white it can still stand out! If 
disturbed, however, it can briskly flick its wings open to display its vivid eye spots. These, in theory at least, should scare 
off a predator as it must be quite a shock to suddenly have two pairs of eyes blinking at you! In addition as it opens its 
wings they rub against each other producing a loud rasping sound to add weight to the ploy that this butterfly means 
trouble and should be avoided! 
 

Well, very soon it will be back into the amphibian survey season, and we will be out at night counting lots of newts, 
frogs and toads on our reserves. Will we top the record of 1925 common toads seen on just one night in 2013? Will we 
see great crested newts predating smooth newts like we encountered in 2012? Will we find more great crested newts 
at our Broughton reserve? 
I don’t know but why don’t you get in touch and come along and help out this year? We can’t guarantee good weather 
BUT we can guarantee that you will see our reserves in a totally new and exciting way! 
 

Karl Martin – Reserves Officer 

RESERVES UPDATE 

We would like to wish Nigel Douglas, our former Reserves Manager, all the best in his new role with the Woodland 
Trust. Good luck Nigel! We’ll be introducing our new Reserves Manager to you in the next edition of Wildlife Matters.  

Species Dec 2014 Jan 2015 

Peacock (Aglais io) 76 51 

Small tortoiseshell (Aglais urtica) 2 2 

Herald moth (Scoliopteryx libatrix)  23 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
 
 
Tues 3rd March—Join our Reserves Officer, Helen, at Knowle Hill Nature Reserve. We will be removing old tree guards 
from the alder woodland so that we can use them later in the year to build a mini beast hotel. We will also be trimming 
back some of the holly from around the site. We will be meeting at the Glynne Arms car park, Drury Lane, at 9am. Come 
along and join us if you can, no experience necessary. 
 

VOLUNTEERING - KNOWLE HILL, BUCKLEY 

 
 
 

The weather has been rather miserable these 
last few weeks and again, the high winds have 
damaged a few trees on the Knowle Hill Reserve 
like the one in this picture, which has now been 
removed. The rain has caused yet more damage 
to the paths around the Reserve which are now 
very muddy, although this hasn’t been a problem 
as much whilst it’s been so cold and the ground 
has frozen!  
 
The ponds were also frozen over in the Knowle 
Hill wet woodland area which made for a 
beautiful scene. People used to think that when 
a pond froze over, the wildlife inside the pond 
would run out of oxygen so the advice used to be 
to put a hole in the ice to allow more oxygen to 
enter. However, more recent study suggests this 

is actually not the case. Most ponds freeze slowly from the surface down, leaving large volumes of freshwater 
underneath the ice. Oxygen diffuses very slowly in still water meaning the oxygen levels in the pond will be fine until 
it thaws out again. As long as the ice is not covered with snow, the sun is able to shine through and the plants 
underneath the ice will still be able to photosynthesise, which then produces more oxygen. 
 
When you walk around the Knowle Hill Reserve 
you might notice an abundance of bird life! With 
species such as bullfinch, great tits, blue tits, long 
tailed tits, blackbirds, crows, rooks, woodpigeons, 
collared doves and even a sparrowhawk. Two bird 
surveys have been conducted this winter with a 
total of species recorded. The next volunteering 
session will be on February, and you are welcome 
to join Lane End Reserves Officer Helen for that.   
 
Volunteering sessions at Knowle Hill usually take 
place on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
with Helen. Contact: 01352 742115 or email 
hcarter-emsell@newwildlife.org.uk to register 
your interest or for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We send our warmest congratulations to Lucie and Adrian on the birth of their bouncing baby boy, Osian.  We’re 
very happy to hear that you’re all doing well and enjoying family life! 

mailto:hcarter-emsell@newwildlife.org.uk
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Since 2004 when a vascular plant survey was undertaken at Rhydymwyn Valley 
Nature Reserve (RVNR), many species, both flora and fauna have been recorded. 
As RVNR is such a special site, it is important to record the species that are found 
there. Our records are sent to relevant organisations such as Cofnod, British Trust 
for Ornithology (BTO), National Amphibian and Reptile Recording Scheme 
(NARRS) etc. Cofnod is one of four Local Records Centres (LRCs) in Wales. They 
collect records from across North Wales in order to create a  centralised database 
in order to provide: 

 high quality biodiversity and geodiversity information 
 support for wildlife recorders and environmental professionals 
 mechanisms to help make better environmental decisions 

(www.cofnod.org.uk/About) 
 
There are many ways to get involved with data recording, including the recent 
Garden Bird Survey with RSBP, which only takes an hour and is a great way to get 
the children involved. If you have no garden it can also be done in a park or 
community garden. Another public science data collection organisation is Project 
Splatter which aims to: 
 Collate data on UK wildlife roadkill reported by the public using social media 
 Estimate the impact of local roads on UK wildlife 
 Determine which species are most observed as roadkill 
 Raise awareness of the conservation issue 
 Ultimately reduce the impact of roads on our UK wildlife  (http://projectsplatter.co.uk) 
 

To date 1647 species have been found and recorded at 
Rhydymwyn, of which 791 are flora, including  420 vascular 
plants (flowering plants and ferns) and 371 lower plants (fungi 
species). Vertebrate species are at 124 (fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, mammals and birds) and invertebrates (including 
butterflies, moths, spiders, flies, beetles etc) at an impressive 
732. A comprehensive list covering all groups can be found at 
the office, although recording of species is a continuing 
process, with the list constantly being added to. Many walks and surveys are carried 
out as well as experts visiting for recording visits at appropriate times throughout the 
year. Please keep an eye on our website for details of events coming up. 
 

Should anyone wish to be involved with recording at RVNR or any other NEWW site, please contact us at the office on 
01352 742115 or email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk We 
would like to thank all of our volunteers who help us 
monitor the species on our reserves.  
 
We regularly update our species board at the entrance to 
Rhydymwyn, and post notable sightings and photos on 
Facebook and Twitter. We would love to know what you see 
around our reserves, especially with pictures. 
 
With special thanks to Joe Phillips for his help to compile this 
article.  
 

SPECIES RECORDING WITH NEWWILDLIFE 

Photo © animalworld.tumblr.com 

javascript:;
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fanimalworld.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F4719547593%2Fcommon-kingfisher-alcedo-atthis-c-robin-newlin&ei=21fjVN6QBc7hauDKgsgC&bvm=bv.85970519,d.d2


Events 
 Guided bird walk, March, Rhydymwyn (date to be confirmed) 
 Great crested newt training course, Sat 21st and Sun 22nd March, St. Asaph (£180/£75 concessions) 
 Spring Fair and Easter Trail, Thurs 4th April, 10am to 3pm, Rhydymwyn 
 Basic amphibian training course, Sat 25th April, 2.30 to 11pm, Talacre (£30) 
 
Booking is essential for all activities  due to limited spaces and so we know how many people to plan for. If you are 
no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may be people waiting to book on.  
 
Volunteering 
 Willow cutting & making garden obelisk, Fri 27th March, 10am to 3pm, Rhydymwyn 
 Great Crested Newt Surveys (times TBC): 
 Tuesday 14 April, Broughton & Spon Green 
 Thursday 16 April, Rhydymwyn 
 Tuesday 21 April, Maes y Grug, Alltami  
 Tuesday 28 April, Wrexham sites 
 
 Wednesday 6 May, St Asaph sites 
 Tuesday 12 May, Maes y Grug, Alltami 
 Thursday 14 May, Rhydymwyn 
 Tuesday 19 May, Wrexham sites 
 Thursday 21 May, Broughton & Spon Green 
 
Volunteering will usually take place on the last Wednesday of each month. Please contact Kate on 01352 742115 or 
email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk to book a place or for more information. 
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While Rhydymwyn has been slightly quieter over the winter in terms 
of visitors and schools to our reserves, it is the perfect time to carry 
out pond work and woodland maintenance. We have had great help 
from volunteers to thin out scrub and trees at our Llwyni reserve in 
Connah’s Quay. This thinning allows more light to reach the ground, 
helping the vegetation to grow and creating corridors for newts and 
other wildlife to travel to and from wintering and breeding grounds. 
We have also been clearing ponds from excessive weeds with the 
help of volunteers in Rhydymwyn, Buckley and Maes y Grug. This  
allows oxygen and heat from the sun to penetrate the water, and 
provides better breeding sites for newts. 
 

We are very much looking forward to having Coleg Cambria back with us to do a series of survey sessions, and  
volunteering to achieve their John Muir Award. Argoed school will also be returning to help us with essential tasks 
around Rhydymwyn, while also having fun in the woodland. We hope to welcome many school parties back to 
Rhydymwyn over the spring to take part in pond dipping, mini-beast hunting and a new numeracy trail. 
 
After the success of the Christmas craft fair and Santa trail, we shall be holding a Spring Fair 
and Easter Egg Hunt on Thursday 2nd April during the Easter holidays. Our annual great 
crested newt and basic amphibian training courses are also now open for bookings. This year 
the basic amphibian course is being held at Talacre so we can include natterjack toads in the 
syllabus. Details of all our events and courses coming up can be found on our website: 
www.newwildlife.org.uk and on our Facebook page: NEWWildlife ltd. 

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE — KATE WILSON 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders DEFRA, 
NRW and Redrow; and to our 
volunteers who keep us going. 

PICTURES FROM WINTER 2014/15... 
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Many thanks to all this edition’s 
contributors! 

 

 


