
   
 

NEWWILDLIFE 

Wildlife Matters 
SPRING 2015 

Inside this Issue: 
 

Spring activities           1 
   
An introduction to a member 
of the NEWW Team          2  
  
Argoed School               2 
 
NEWWildlife blog—By Sarah 
Lewis                             3  
   
Reserves Update                4—5 
   
Spanish or native bluebells    6 
 
John Muir the Man         6 
 
Opal surveys                            7 
 
Lane end Reserves officer 
update                                8—9 
 
Amphibian fun with Glyndwr 
Uni                        10 
 
Community Update        11 
 
Spring photos        12 

For more information on anything 
in this leaflet please go to: 
www.newwildlife.org.uk  

or contact the office 
on  

01352 742115.  

Photos  
©Dave Hill 

Spring is one of our favourite times of the year; the days get longer, 
the sun gets warmer (possibly), birds sing, leaves unfold, amphibians 
move to the ponds, reptiles begin to sunbathe and butterflies and 
mammals wake from their winter sleep; everything begins to grow and 
burst into life! It is a great time to get outside and see our beautiful 
native wildlife. Here is our guide for things to do this spring: 
 Visit a bluebell wood— Bluebells are definitely a sign of spring, 

providing a wonderful blue carpet in our woodlands; just 
beware they are not the invasive Spanish bluebells! (See page 6 
for a guide on how to tell the difference). 

 The dawn chorus— There is nothing quite like getting up at 
dawn to hear the dawn chorus! It may be early but it’s worth it, 
and it may help you with identifying songs and calls. Perhaps 
even think about going to Llandegla to see a black grouse lek? 

 Set up a nest box camera— With technology these days it’s 
possible to produce an episode of Springwatch from your own 
living room! Nest box cameras are a great way to become more 
connected with the wildlife in your area, and you can learn a lot. 

 Make your garden hedgehog friendly— There are many small 
things we can do to help our declining hedgehogs: Pile up some 
logs in the corner of the garden, put out some water in hot 
weather, create a small gap (13cm) in your fence to allow them 
into your garden to eat those pesky slugs, and encourage your 
neighbour to do the same. 

 Go on a reptile ramble— With the weather slightly cooler than 
high summer, this is the perfect time to look for reptiles as they 
have to bask in the sun for longer. They are 
very active at this time of year, getting ready 
for the breeding season. We have a reptile 
ramble on 27th June, we’d love to see you! 
(contact Kate on 01352 742115) 

            Have fun out there! 

Welcome to the spring edition of Wildlife Matters! This edition is full of life as the 
countryside wakes up after its winter dormancy. We introduce our new Reserves 
Manager, another instalment from our wonderful blogger, Sarah, and not to mention 
an update from our reserves, and our favourite spring pictures so far. There have been 
lots of exciting things happening at our nature reserves, 
including our annual newt surveys, tree planting and the 
wonderful volunteers from Argoed School helping us at 
Rhydymwyn. The butterfly survey season has also started, 
with great numbers of dingy skippers (232on 30th May!). 
Blue tits are nesting in the box opposite the office, and it’s 
great to be able to see the adults bringing food to the nest. 
As always, we would love to hear from you, with sighting, 
or pictures from around the area. 

‘SPRING-ING’ INTO ACTION 

Blue tit chicks 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk
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We would like to say a huge thank you to our group of intrepid volunteers from Argoed School who have visited us 
most Tuesdays to take part in volunteering, wildlife walks, pond dipping, planting trees and wildflowers, grass raking, 
clearing scrub, having fun in the woodland, pond dipping and generally enjoying being outside. They have always 
been full of enthusiasm and willing to give anything a go! As they will be leaving school in July, we would like to wish 
them all the best for their future endeavours, and we hope to welcome the next group from Argoed School in 
September.  

ARGOED SCHOOL 

I moved up to Wrexham in February, with my wife and our kitten, to start work as NEWW’s Reserves Manager.  It was 
a big old move from Peterborough where I’d spent five years managing the Hampton Nature Reserve (SSSI/SAC) for 
Froglife.  It’s a lovely site – a huge ex-brickpit now home to the largest population of great crested newts (GCN) in the 
world.  How many?  We always say 30,000 but I’m just writing up my Masters which asked just that question, so 
watch this space... 
 
All land management I think, from farming to gardening to conservation, boils down to this: assess your priority 
species, understand their ecological requirements, and deliver interventions which are likely to enhance your sites 
against those criteria without undermining existing [wildlife] value.  Easier said than done of course, with the devil 
being in the detail. 
 
The obvious priority species for NEWW is the GCN: all of our sites began life for GCN (bar Belgrano – this is a water 
vole site), for which many are not only SSSI’s but SAC’s.  But there’s much, much more to our reserves: badgers, bats 
and otters; slow worms, grass snakes and common lizards; swallows, kestrels and redstarts – the list is endless. 
 
Since arriving I’ve been visiting the sites, learning more about the species and asking our Reserves Officers about the 
current suite of management activities.  I join NEWW at a very exciting time—I’m looking forward to working with the 
team to help manage and monitor these sites for their long-term benefit. 
 
Paul 
Furnborough 
 

 
 
 
 

Paul reed 
raking to aid 
torchlight 
surveys for 
newts  
(Photo credit 
George Taylor) 

AN INTRODUCTION TO A MEMBER OF THE NEWW TEAM— 

PAUL FURNBOROUGH, RESERVES MANAGER 
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Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a biscuit (if there are any left)! The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115.  

‘It’s time for a bird count’, said Kate.  That meant time to creep, stop, cock our heads to one side, listen, chew our 
pencil tops, screw up our eyes.  It’s always like that when the warblers return.  It’s been so long since we last heard 
them in full song, we have to get our ears tuned in again, and there’s always some tweet or burble or twiddle-de-do 
to throw us into confusion.  It happened during the breeding bird survey that Kate and I did last month. 

 
Wren, chaffinch, wren, willow warbler, blackcap, wren and then, 
something unusual. I know I’ve heard it before but I just can’t place it. I 
stop, screwing up my eyes as if that makes my hearing better.   It’s not a 
chaffinch or a reed bunting and definitely not a wren, although its song is 
piercing my ear drums as I strain to hear this different bird.  I listen 
harder (that means I screw my eyes up even more and also chew my lip). 
It could be a redstart, so close and yet I can’t pick it out through my 
binoculars.  I’ve never seen them here before and I’m just not certain.  
We walk on without adding it to our list.  Great tits, blue tits, green 
woodpecker.    We reach the tarmac path and hear the raspy warble 
again.  We stop and squint, then Kate spots it on a straggly hawthorn. We 

both cry, ‘it IS a redstart!’  It’s such a handsome bird, with his quivering orange tail and his 
back grey as Welsh slate.  I always think of them as being a Welsh bird as I’ve most often seen them in Welsh oak 
woods where the old trees drip with lichens and the orange breasted bird flickers like a flame in the dense forest.  It 
may be a cousin of the robin and nightingale but his song wouldn’t win Britain’s Got Talent.  Still, there was obviously 
something memorable about it which triggered something in my brain, even though it’s been so long since I last 
heard one. 
 
Altogether there were 32 species of talented bird contestants, all twittering and warbling and making beautiful music 
to win a mate and a territory and maybe just for the sheer joy of it. But the redstart definitely won our vote in the 
Rhydymwyn’s Got Talent competition. 
 
PS. Not long after that, I took a campervan trip to the beautiful Isle of Iona and was delighted to not only hear but see 
a corncrake.  They’re known to hang out in the long grass and flag irises around the tiny fire station.  As it was early in 
the year the grass was still short and I saw the streaky bird legging it across the field making its delightful crex crex 
call, like one of those wooden instruments they give you to scrape in the school music lesson if you can’t play the 
recorder (I wouldn’t win Britain’s got talent either). When I posted my sighting on Facebook, some of my less birdy 
friends thought I said cornflake so I had to post some pictures to save any confusion. 
www.thesleepysparrow.blogspot.co.uk 

RHYDYMWYN’S GOT TALENT— By Sarah Lewis  

Confusion species  
 
Left: Corncrake 
 

Right: Cornflake 

A blackbird, singing 
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According to the Meteorological Office we have had 
spring and we are now rapidly entering the warmer 
months of summer. Well after having spent a rather 
cold week halfway up Ingleborough mountain in very 
cold and incessant winds, just so that I could travel 
110m vertically south into colder climes (the 
entrancing wonders of the Gaping Gill cave system) 
I’m personally wondering: “What happened to 
spring?” 
 
Yes we’ve had some warm days but it has also been 
rather cool. However, our wildlife on our reserves has 
persevered through this cool spring and has got on 
with what nature in Britain does very well at this time 
of year – breeding! 
 

During spring the main animals that we survey for on our sites are 
amphibians and specifically the rarer great crested newt. We undertake two surveys for each of our sites – one in April 
and one in May. Of course, with newts being primarily nocturnal then this involves a lot of night work. Still it all works 
out for the best once you manage to see these elusive creatures. This year we have had some good results at some of 
our sites and numbers of newts are certainly improving on some sites. Our Maes-y-Grug site was absolutely fantastic in 
April with some great views of displaying male great crested newts. Other sites also had some good displays although 
murky water or vegetation hampered some of the views. Late in May we were able to see lots of females laying their 
eggs and wrapping them up in folded up plant leaves to protect them from predation and UV light in daytime. A good 
number of these will hatch and provide us with more newts to count in future years.  
 
Throughout the reserves I have visited lately the birdlife has got on with a flurry of nest building and egg-laying. Lots of 
nest boxes have birds going in and out. Early on this was with a beak full of moss, grass or small twigs, now it is with a 
beak full of grubs or caterpillars. Hopefully this is all going to be placed 
into the gaping mouths of young birds in the box which should soon be 
fledging and leaving the nest. 
 
Last month I started the first of our breeding bird surveys at Rhydymwyn 
and this month I have just completed the final survey. The survey involves 
a walk along a set route through the reserve whilst recording all the birds 
that you see. On the first survey all the common woodland birds were very 
active. Blue tits and great tits; chiffchaff and willow warbler; blackbird and 
song thrush; and robin and dunnock and wren were all singing their hearts 
out. Birds could be seen popping in and out of holes into boxes or hollow 
trees/branches and would hopefully soon be building nests within them. 
 
I was fortunate enough to hear and locate a warbler calling from the 
bushes. After a lot of searching I got a good look at it and after checking in 
the field guide I discovered that our first garden warblers had returned! 
We were lucky to find one of these nesting near the office the other year 
in a little grass cup located just above the ground in a bramble patch. I’ll 
keep a look out to try and find them again this year. 
 
One bird I was hoping to find nesting on site this year was the great 
spotted woodpecker. Sadly on my first survey, despite hearing lots of 
drumming, I was unable to find a nest hole that was in use. One of the 
favourites from previous years is an old, rotted alder trunk that had a 

RESERVES UPDATE 

Great  tit entering box to feed young chicks 

A terrestrial great crested newt 
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lovely set of woodpecker holes running downwards from the top. 
Traditionally they excavate a new nest chamber each year just below 
the previous year’s hole. This tree must have been used for at least 10 
years! Sadly the top of this tree blew off in the winter storms two 
years ago and exposed the inner cavity of the trunk to the elements 
and it has not been used since. 
 
Fortunately on the second survey I managed to hear the familiar call of 
a hungry great spotted woodpecker chick. It was coming from a hole in 
an old sycamore trunk that we had partially felled for safety reasons 
about seven years ago. It was left as a standing pole for woodpeckers – 
it looks like they are appreciating us leaving it for them as I managed 

to watch the female come to 
the nest hole and feed at 
least two chicks.  
We appear to have an 
abundance of young rabbits 
around some of our reserves 
this year and these will 
probably be feeding the local 
red fox populations. These 
should have plenty of cubs 
getting well fed on the 
rabbits. Keep an eye out in 
the woods and grassland area for fox 
droppings that glisten and shine in the 
sunlight. Upon closer inspection you may find the dropping of a cub. The 
reason they glisten is because the cubs eat hundreds and hundreds of 
common ground beetles which have black, shiny wing cases that are 
indigestible! 
 
Throughout the reserves the flora is starting to flower. Despite having a slow 
start it is now making up for lost time and is blooming! We recently held a 
flower identification course and the walk in the afternoon revealed lots and 

lots of interesting flowers. Clovers, thistles, buttercups, daisies were abundant, 
as were the lovely shades of red campion along the edges of the woodland 
paths. Hidden amongst some dead leaves were the pallid leaves and flowers of 

toothwort, a parasitic plant of hazel. As it steals all of its 
food from the tree then it has no need for chlorophyll or 
colour! 
 
Well the next time I write I will be busy searching the 
hedgerows and trees for signs of fruiting. Hopefully 
autumn will produce a good show of berries, fruits and 
fungi! Watch this space for more information on these 
later in the year. 
 
Enjoy your summer! I know I will! 
 
Karl Martin – Reserves Officer 
 
 

RESERVES UPDATE 

Male great spotted woodpecker  

A male great spotted woodpecker 
feeding young inside the nest hole  

A fledgling blue tit 
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DID YOU KNOW... BLUEBELL FACT 

We were delighted to welcome back Coleg Cambria  to do their John Muir Award with us this spring. It’s is a fantastic 

award that encourages people of all ages to discover, explore, conserve and share wild places. But who was John Muir, 

and does he still have any relevance today? This was a question I posed to the 

students, and you can read their answers below:  

Who was John Muir?  

 - Scottish; From a family of 8; He moved to America; He had 2 children; Founded one of the first national parks in 

America; He sat in a tree to see what it was like in a thunderstorm 

Why is the John Muir Award so important? 

 - We thought the John Muir Award was good because we learnt how important nature is to us and the wildlife; It 

inspires people to work with nature; We learnt how to preserve and nurture wildlife; We learnt about conservation; It 

educates people. 

I think that these responses are fantastic, they show the spirit of the John Muir Award, and that learning about a 

‘bearded man who lived 100 years ago’ can still inspire young people today, and help teach them the importance of 

conservation.  

JOHN MUIR  - THE LEGACY 

The UK is an international stronghold for bluebells, with more than a quarter of the world's population found here. 

Sadly, our native bluebell is losing ground to an insidious competitor: the Spanish bluebell. Introduced by the Victorians 

as a garden plant, the Spanish bluebell has made it 'over the garden wall' and out into the wild. Here, it crossbreeds 

with our native plants. Avoid planting Spanish bluebells in your garden. Although pretty, they are aggressive and can 

spread into nearby woodland where they breed with our native bluebell. 

(www.bbowt.org.uk/blog/bbowtblog/2014/04/23/how-tell-difference-between-native-bluebell-and-spanish-bluebell) 

Native Bluebell— Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

 Distinctive 'droop' like a Shepherd's crook 

 Sweet, cool perfume 

 Narrow bell-shaped flowers, rolled back tips 

 Creamy white anthers (The part of the stamen where the pollen is produced) 

Spanish Bluebell— Hyacinthoides hispanica 

 Upright stems 

 No scent 

 Conical bell-shaped flowers, open tips 

 Blue anthers 

http://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-discovery-centre
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/college-lake
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We recently ran a training course with OPAL (Open Air Laboratory) for 
practitioners who wish to open up the study of natural biology to the 
wider public and make it accessible, and they would like  you get 
involved and help contribute to nature conservation in this country. It 
is a perfect activity for families during spring and summer to help you 
get to know your local patch, or even your back garden. 
 

A word from OPAL—www.opalexplorenature.org 

 
Want to explore your environment and learn more about the nature right on your doorstep? Want to help UK 
scientists with exciting research? 
The Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) network is a UK-wide citizen science initiative that allows you to get hands-on with 
nature, whatever your age, background or level of ability. 
 
We develop activities and resources, including our national surveys, which allow you to get closer to your local 
environment while collecting important scientific data. We also arrange and take part in nature events and workshops 
around the country. 
 

What surveys can you take part in? 

OPAL is running surveys across the UK to learn more about the state of our environment, and we’d like everyone to 
get involved. 

The surveys explore the health of our soils and trees, the quality of our air and water, the distribution of invertebrates, 
and the importance of hedges. We provide easy-to-follow survey instructions, straightforward ID guides and support 
from our community scientists across the UK. 

Your contribution is important in helping scientists build up a picture of the UK's natural environment. 
 

An example survey: Bugs Count – join in our nationwide bug hunt 
Help us investigate how the built environment affects invertebrates 

Do you know what bugs are living near you? Take part in Bugs Count and discover the incredible variety of 
invertebrates that make their home around us. 

Find as many bugs as you can in our timed challenges and keep a special eye 
out for the six Species Quest bugs. 

Your findings will help scientists learn more about the distribution of 
invertebrates across the country and how the urban environment may be 
affecting them. 

Crawlies aren't creepy! Bugs, or invertebrates, are a vital part of our 
environment. They can pollinate plants, recycle nutrients, and they provide 
an important food source for birds and mammals. 

How to take part 

Step 1 – Download and print the documents in English or in Welsh, ideally in 
colour. 

Step 2 – Find a suitable area and start looking for bugs! 

Step 3 – Tell us what you find using our simple online form 
 

For more information visit www.opalexplorenature.org 

OPAL—EXPLORE NATURE 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

The weather has been a bit hit and miss these last few weeks but 
we've managed to have some glorious weather over on Knowle Hill 
during some of our volunteer sessions. 
 
There is a lot of bird activity at the moment with species like 
chiffchaffs and willow warblers singing their little hearts out. I've 
seen a pair of Jays frequently and even had a lovely view of a male 
Blackcap during a session on the reserve with a group of college 
students. If you're lucky and you listen very carefully, while walking 
round the reserve, you can hear baby birds in their nests calling for 
food as their parents return to tend to their young. The nests of 
small birds are well hidden in the vegetation, which helps protect 
them from predation, so even though you can hear them, you're not 
likely to spot them easily. Larger species of birds such as crows, 
magpies, collard doves and pigeons, however, tend to have their nests much 

more visible as they are 
higher up in the trees 
and less vulnerable to 
predation. If you look up into the canopy, you can often see 
these nests made of twigs thrown together rather messily. 
Whilst there with the students, we were also lucky enough to 
spot such a nest with a collard dove in it, probably on a clutch 
of eggs, which, hopefully, have now hatched. 
 
Lots of things are springing to life over on Knowle Hill at the 
moment. The bluebells have been out in their full glory all over 
the site and the trees are blooming with little green leaves. I 
love this time of year when everything starts to flourish. At 
Lane End, the ground is starting to become more vegetated as 
are many of the ponds, many of which are now teeming with 

tadpoles.  
 
Surveys have been carried out, which have revealed good numbers of smooth/
palmate newts and great crested newts. Unfortunately, the ponds in Knowle 

Hill are not doing so well; we had a session to repair the dead hedging around the main pond on the heathland area 
but it has been removed and the pond opened back up. The dead hedging was put around the pond to protect it from 
disturbance. The ponds were created to provide habitat and food for the newts, particularly the great crested newts 
and to provide them with areas to breed. The main pond 
is lined and the dead hedging was also installed to protect 
this from being damaged. Dogs are being allowed into all 
of the ponds on Knowle Hill which is causing a lot of 
damage and the water and sediment is constantly being 
churned up. I noted several clumps of frog spawn in some 
of these ponds a few weeks ago but when I went back a 
few weeks later, there was no sign of any tadpoles and 
there is very little in the way of vegetation in these ponds. 
Every time I visit, there are fresh dog prints leading in and 
out of the ponds. I urge dog owners to please keep their 
dogs out of the ponds and give the newts and other 
invertebrates a better chance of survival. 
 
 

One of our volunteers, Barry, 
preparing to plant some trees in the 
glorious sunshine 

A jay having a stand-off with a male 
blackbird which is hiding in the 
bottom of the tree, at Knowle Hill 

Tadpoles at Lane End 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE... CONTINUED 

 
 
 
Tues 16th June—Join our Reserves Officer, Helen, at Knowle Hill Nature Reserve. We will be removing willow sapling at 
the ponds at Lane as it is encroaching on the ponds, which is habitat for newts We will also be trimming back some of 
the broom from around the site. We will be meeting at the Brindle Close entrance at 11am. Come along and join us if 
you can, no experience necessary.  
Please contact Helen on contact: 01352 742115 or email: hcarter-emsell@newwildlife.org.uk. 

VOLUNTEERING - KNOWLE HILL, BUCKLEY 

Over at Lane End we currently have two pairs of little 
ringed plover which is two more birds than last year. 
This is excellent news, and it will be fantastic if they 
manage to breed. The little ringed plover are summer 
visitors who arrive sometime in March and head back 
to Africa in June or July. It's amazing to think that 
these beautiful, little birds travel such a long way and I 
feel very privileged that we have them on our site. 
 
We've been carrying out practical habitat 
management on Knowle Hill. We removed some old 
tree guards, which were stunting the growth of some 
of the trees in the grey alder woodland, which now 
have a much better chance of flourishing. We also 
removed some old newt fencing which had been put 

out during the early 1990s; it was no longer needed and had become an eyesore 
from some of the paths. We managed to get hold of a few hedge trees so we had 

a good session, with two of our volunteers, planting some of the trees to fill a gap in the hedge along the Eastern side 
of the reserve. 
   
Over the coming months I will be organising a family pond 
dip on Knowle Hill and a family session to build some mini 
beast hotels using some old pallets from the building site 
and other bits and pieces we can find to use. Keep your 
eyes peeled as I will be putting posters up nearer the time 
and if this is something you would be interested in taking 
part in or you would like more information, contact: 01352 
742115 or email: hcarter-emsell@newwildlife.org.uk. 

Little ringed plover at Lane End 

Helen and Barry planting trees at 
Knowle Hill (this photo was kindly 
taken by our other volunteer, Betty, 
who also helped plant these trees) 

One of the wooded paths through 
Knowle Hill 
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We were recently lucky enough to be granted funding from Welsh Government  and Wrexham County Council through 
AVOW (Association  of Voluntary Organisations in Wrexham) to be aimed at encouraging young people in Wrexham 
county to become involved in volunteering. We decided that the aim of our project was to encourage the young 
people to volunteer, learn about and celebrate great crested newts (GCN), as they are so prevalent in North East 
Wales, but also to have fun outdoors. A certificate was given to show participation in the sessions, and what they 
covered.  
 
Here is a report of the day in their words: 
On March 12th students from Glyndwr University visited the Aberderfyn site in Wrexham to carry out habitat 

assessment and practical conservation work for great crested newts. The students 
are in their 3rd year of a BSc in Animal Studies and are studying newt ecology as 
part of their Conservation Policy module. Students carried out research on one of 
the ponds using the Habitat Suitability Index to assess the quality of the habitat. 
They were involved in a range of activities including invertebrate identification 
and water quality assessment.  We all enjoyed the pond survey, it was very 
interesting learning how to ID all the little organisms that we found. It opened our 
eyes to how many different species thrive in ponds.  
 
Using materials already on site the 
students worked as a team to design and 
built a newt hibernaculum adjacent to 
the largest pond.  Building the newt 

hibernaculum was amazing as it made us understand what a newt requires in 
its habitat and how they use their natural surroundings.  
 
Later in the afternoon the group were tested on their newt identification 
skills whilst enjoying toasted marshmallows around the fire pit. Being taught 
how to start a fire with a flint and steel was really cool. Finding out want tree 
branches and bark to use when making a fire was handy and told us a lot 
about the trees. As if sitting around the campfire and roasting marshmallows 
couldn't get any better Kate showed us how to carve our own paper knives, it 
was really satisfying to see our finished product. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves, it was a day well spent. 

 
Some quotes from the students: 
“I found the experience to be very informative. I enjoyed learning about newt 
conservation and how the site is being maintained.” D. Welch 
“Had a wonderful day, was good to see in practice what newts need and what 
positive conservation efforts being made rather than just info from a text book.” 
H. Leeder 
“Very informative and highly valuable experience for people wanting to pursue a 
career in conservation and biodiversity.”  T. Davies 

AMPHIBIAN FUN AT ABERDERFYN 



 
 
 
Events and training 
 Weds 10th, Thurs 11th & Fri 12th June – Dry stone walling training – Maes y Grug, Alltami— 10 to 4 
 Sat 27th June – Reptile ramble – Rhydymwyn 10 to 12.30 
 Sun 26th July – Family pond dip – Rhydymwyn—10 to 11.30 
 Sun 26th July – Family pond dip – Rhydymwyn—11.45 to 1.15 
 Sun 26th July – Butterfly walk – Rhydymwyn—1.45 to 4 
 Fri 31st July, Fri 7th 14th & 21st Aug – Run Wild Kids Club – Rhydymwyn—10 to 12 
 Thurs 6th Aug—Wellbeing training day – Rhydymwyn—9.30 to 3 
 
Volunteering 
 Tues 23rd June – Balsam pull - Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 25th June – Balsam pull – Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 16th July – Balsam pull – Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 30th July – Ragwort pull – Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 13th Aug – Orchard management  – Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 27th Aug – Grass raking – Rhydymwyn 
 Thurs 17th Sept – Grass raking – Rhydymwyn 
 
Volunteering will usually take place on the second and last Thursday of each month.  
Please visit our website for more information: www.newwildlife.org.uk, or contact me by phone: 01352 742115 or 
email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
 
Booking is essential for all activities  due to limited spaces and so we know how many people to plan for. If you are 
no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may be people waiting to book on.  
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We have happily been able to work with Coleg Cambria once again, with a Level One group who have been 
completing a John Muir Award with us, by completing their four challenges: Discover, Explore, Conserve and Share. 
This is the third year that Coleg Cambria have joined us to complete a John Muir Award, which is well recognised on 
university and job applications. We have also been working with a level Three group who have been learning about 
surveying techniques with otter signs, a bird survey, live small mammal trapping and reptiles. 
 
On June 1st, we ran the first wellbeing day at Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve. NEWW joined up with the locally 
based ‘Make a Nature Connection’ to deliver a one day course exploring the ways that nature can benefit mental 
wellbeing. Through a series of practical activities to connect with nature, participants identified positive and 
negative impacts on mental health and by the end of the day had an understanding of the different ways we can 
engage with nature to maintain a positive mental wellbeing. It was a fantastic day, and we really enjoyed ourselves, 
a and went home feeling much more connected with nature (having walked on the wet grass with no shoes on!). 
 
Our Spring Fair and Easter Trail was a really enjoyable event, with over one hundred children taking part in our 
Easter egg hunt. We also had some fantastic local arts and craft stalls, and an Easter crafts corner for the kids. We 
hope that this will be a regular event, throughout the year. 
 
Please note that from Weds 10th to  Fri 12th June we are offering free dry stone walling training at our Maes y Grug 
reserve near Alltami, to create more habitat for wintering newts and basking reptiles. Please contact Kate if you 
would like to come along, limited places are available. 
 
Details of all our events and courses coming up can be found on our website: www.newwildlife.org.uk and on our 
Facebook page: NEWWildlife ltd. 

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE — KATE WILSON 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders Defra, NRW 
and Redrow; and to our 
volunteers who keep us going. 
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Many thanks to all this edition’s 
contributors! 

 

 


