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Bioblitz Event  

We ran a successful ‘Bioblitz’ event 
in conjunction with COFNOD this 
summer to find as many species as 
possible at Rhydymwyn over a 24 
hour period. Experts, both locally 
and from  further afield led guided 
walks throughout the day. Starting with a bat walk and ending with 
a moss walk we discovered over 220 species of invertebrate, 
reptile, bird, mammal and plant life on the reserve. 35 of these 
were new species to the site.  14 species  are on the UKBAP list and 
12 species are on the Flintshire BAP list.  Altogether a very 
successful day. We are hoping to run another Bioblitz event next 

Run Wild Club  

This year’s annual Run Wild Club for children aged 5-11years was 

again very popular and oversubscribed.  Run on a Friday morning 

over four weeks in August the club looked at the aquatic life at the 

reserve through pond dips, invertebrate life during minibeast hunts 

and we also got the chance to enjoy toasted marshmallows in the 

outdoor classroom in the 

woodland.  The next event we 

have for children during the 

school holidays is the 

“Creating Animal Homes for 

the Garden” event in October.  

 

See back page for details.  
The Run Wild Club finish a Willow Arbour 

started during FORV’S Art week . 

For more information on 

any of the information 

found in this leaflet 

please go to: 

www.newwildlife.org.uk 

Photos  

©Dave Hill 

A canary shouldered thorn, Ennomos 
alniaria  found during moth trapping 

It has been a busy summer at NEWWildlife, Rhydymwyn and the 
different reserves.  This year in particular has been great for butter-
flies at Rhydymwyn and we have had the pleasure of working 
closely  with Butterfly Conservation volunteers Brian and Sue Rob-
erts  on a number of occasions throughout the summer.  Bird’s foot 
trefoil, a nectar and larval food plant for a number of butterfly spe-
cies was prolific this year on site 
and butterflies such as dingy skip-
per, common blue, painted lady 
and small skipper have all benefit-
ted.  All species on site have in-
creased in numbers this year, par-
ticularly Orange tips, Large skip-
pers and Dingy Skippers.  A skipper 
photographed last year on the reserve has  
turned out to probably be an Essex Skipper—a new record for 
North Wales. 

Essex skipper? 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk


 

We have had a fun and sun 
filled summer, with our  
volunteers taking part in quite a 
lot of activities, many involving 
the removal of invasive 
species!! In Rhydymwyn we 
have been concentrating on 
pulling Himalayan balsam as 
part of the Dee catchment area, 
and removing Ragwort from 
boundaries adjacent to fields 
with livestock.  
Students from Maes Garmon 
did a wonderful job helping us 
re-design our butterfly bed near 
to the visitor centre, and it 
should look beautiful and full of 
bees and butterflies when it is 
in flower next year. 
In Knowle Hill in Buckley,  
volunteers have been helping 
us clear silt from dried up 
ponds, ready for the autumn 
rains!  
We also spent a few days  
creating wooden pegs with a 
billhook, to peg down brash  

Community and Education Update — Remani Jones 
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Butterfly walk  

In August we joined forces with Butterfly Conservation for a 
butterfly walk around the 
reserve, led by Brian and 
Sue Roberts . It was a 
lovely sunny day and we 
saw a great number of 
butterflies of many 
species including lots of 
small skippers, small and 
large whites, dingy 
skippers, small 

tortoiseshell and even a purple hairstreak .   

Joint Sites Meeting  

Every year, in conjunction with the Friends of Rhydymwyn Valley 
(FORV), we have a weekend when we meet up with other wildlife 
organisations  managing DEFRA sites around the country.  

This year it was NEWW’s turn to host the event. Staff from 
Watchtree in Cumbria and Taw Law in Durham came to  

Rhydymwyn for a day of talks and walks. Brian Roberts from  

Upcoming Volunteering Activities—Nov,  Dec  

around a newly created pond. 
This was to protect the banks 
and the pond plants from  
disturbance and provide good 
habitat for breeding newts next 
spring. 
In other news, we have been 
monitoring for the presence of 
hedgehogs with footprint 
tunnels around the reserve at  
Rhydymwyn.  
Becky Clews-Roberts from the 
Mammal Society held a training 
day for us and members of the 
public, and we placed ten small 
tunnels with paper and black 
(animal friendly) ink and baited 
with hot dog sausages to see  

Thurs 24t Oct 10-2  
Preparation for  

animal homes event  
Help out on a variety 
of activities such as 

cutting willow, drilling 
hedgehog boxes etc 

in preparation for our 
public event  

Fri 18 Oct 10-1:  
Otter  Survey  
Rhydymwyn   

Come and help Kate 
survey the River 
Alyn for signs of 

otter. Please bring 
wellies and book in 

advance  

Thurs 21st Nov  10-2  
Foliage collection for 
Christmas Crafts day  

 
Help us collect  

foliage for use in our 
Christmas Crafts day  

A group at Rhydymwyn. 

Volunteers Officer Update—Kate Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

what mammals we could find. We have had lots 
of small critters, cat, squirrel and lots of badger, 
but so far no hedgehogs, but fingers crossed for 
September. If you would like to help me monitor 
these tunnels, please do get in touch. 

Butterfly Conservation gave a talk on our 
butterfly populations at Rhydymwyn and  
Colin Barber from the Rhydymwyn Valley 
History Society presented an outline of the 
wartime history of the site.   

We then had a trip to visit Lane End and 
Knowle Hill reserves in Buckley where we 
looked at the mitigation and conservation 
work taking place on sites. We also met up 
with Paul Davies from the Buckley Society  
who showed us the remnants of the tramway 
and other historical features on Knowle Hill 
Reserve. 

There will be a number of events and 
Training courses coming up this autumn and 
winter with NEWWildlife at the Rhydymwyn 
Nature Reserve—please see the back page 
for details .  For more information about the 
reserve and community and education 
events please contact me on 01352 742115 
cweo@newwildlife.org.uk  

A volunteer group at Rhydymwyn  
prepare hedgehog tunnels  

Tue 15 Oct 11-3: 
Tree felling Stryt Las  
Come and help the 
senior ranger and 

volunteers officer at  
Stryt Las in 

Wrexham with some 
tree felling . Meet 

Stryt Las 11am  
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Following our wet 
spring we have 
had quite a hot 
dry summer. This 
has been good for 
some species but 
not for others.  
I recently visited 
our Maes-y-Grug 
(MYG) reserve 
where we have 
recently fenced off 
our land and not 
allowed grazing 
this year. I was 
amazed by the 
number of butterflies flitting 
around amongst the grassland 
which this year supported a wide 
variety of flowers. To my  
amazement I even discovered a 
lone Broad-leaved Helleborine 
(Epipactis helleborine) hidden 
amongst the grass. This is an  
uncommon, but widespread plant 
in the UK but this sighting makes 
MYG only the 6th 1-km grid square 
in Flintshire to have this plant  
present! 
Also in residence every time I  
visited MYG was one of our  
resident grass snakes (Natrix  
natrix). MYG holds a good  
population of grass snakes and 
this young snake could always be 
found if you know where to look. 

This summer has seen 
the best butterfly count 
on Knowle Hill since we 
started managing the 
site.  Meadow browns 
and small whites are the 
most common 
butterflies on the 
reserve, taking 
advantage of the 
grasslands. We also 
have good numbers of 
speckled woods and 
small skippers as well as 

small coppers and 
common blues. TEP also 
found a dingy skipper  
at the Lane End site 
earlier in the year.   
The amphibian ponds 
have been faring well, 
with the ponds on Knowle 
Hill holding water until 
August with masses of 
toads taking advantage of 
the waterbodies and most 
of the new ponds on Lane 
End holding water. New 
ponds that were  

On the same day I 
was looking into one 
of the pools that 
were created for 
great crested newts 
(GCN) (Triturus 
cristatus) on the  
reserve. I was  
pleasantly surprised 
to see a GCN eft 
resting near the edge 
of the water, just 
below the surface. I 
watched it for several 
minutes before it 
eventually descended 

out of sight. The eft was not 
yet ready to leave the water as 
its legs were not fully 
developed but it was good to 
see evidence of successful 
GCN breeding. 
Autumn is now upon us and as 
I look out of the office window 
I can see the leaves of ash, 
birch and elm turning yellow 
and very soon all the other 
tree leaves will change colour 
and start to drop as well. 
These fallen leaves will slowly 
rot away and enrich the  
woodland soil so recycling 
nutrients and making them 
available for the trees and 
other flora. This process is 
helped by a myriad of different  

decomposers. Most of 
these remain mostly  
invisible 
throughout 
their  
lifetimes, 
however, one 
group, at this 
time of year, 
become 
especially obvious. I’m 
referring to fungi. These 
organisms spend most of 
their lives as  
microscopic threads  
breaking down wood and 
leaf litter by enzymatic  
action. Then, usually in the 
autumn once the 
conditions are right, they 
appear to explode out of 
the ground or trees and 
produce fantastic fruiting 
bodies. Now is the time to 
hunt for these wonders of 
nature and to spend time 
looking closely at their 
beauty. Try not to pick 
them but leave them for 
others to marvel at and, 
unless you are 100% 
certain that they are edible, 
then do not eat them as 
some can be poisonous. If 
you are lucky you may 
come across a wonder such 

Lane End Reserves Officer Update — Remani Jones 

  

as this Beefsteak 
fungus (Fistulina 
hepatica) that I 
recently discovered 
growing on an oak tree 
at Broadoak Wood in 
Connah’s Quay. 
Enjoy the autumn and 
have a great winter, 
I’m sure there will be 
lots of exciting wildlife 
spectacles to see on 
our reserves, why not 
visit MYG to see a 
murmuration of 
starlings over the reed 
beds where they are 
often chased by 
peregrine falcons!  Or 
go for a wander 
around Broadoak 
Woods and watch out 
for large flocks of 
woodland birds 
foraging high in the 
tree tops.  

Senior Ranger Update—Karl Martin 

Grass snake  

 scheduled for creation on 
the area where the old  
lagoon lay have been 
delayed as silt settles and it 
may be winter before we see 
any more pond creations.   
Since the last wildlife 
matters I have fallen 
pregnant and it has now 
been necessary to bring in 
an environmental contractor 
to help to manage the 
reserve with some of the 
more practical tasks .   

There will also be a new 
member of staff covering for 
me whilst i am on maternity 
leave from the beginning of 
December.  



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115.  
Email: cweo@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

 
North East Wales Wildlife would like to 
pay special mention and thanks to our 
funders DEFRA and Natural Resources 
Wales who have made all courses and 
events advertised possible. 

Pics Summer /Autumn 2013 
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Upcoming Events 
Creating Animal Homes for 

the Garden  

Monday 28th October  
 

10am—3pm 

A family day out at the reserve creat-
ing homes for hibernating animals 
such as hedgehogs to take home for 
the garden. Contact Kate Wilson, 
Volunteers Officer on                        
volunteer@newwildlife.org.uk   

 

FREE event for all the family  
Please book in advance 

 

Patchwork and     
Appliqué course  

Sat 16th November  

9.30am—3.30pm 

Join NEWWildlife and     
Marietta Alkner to create     
fabulous patchwork items 
from recycled woolen 
items. 

  
 

Cost: £20 or £10 for NEWWild-
life volunteers. Please book in  

advance   

Christmas Crafts 

Course  

Sat 24th November  

10am—4pm 

Join NEWWildlife and 
Designer Florist Jill 
Duerden to create 
Christmas Wreaths using 
some natural foliage from 
the reserve. 

Cost: £20 or £10 for 
NEWWildlife volunteers. 

Please book in  
advance   
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