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Bats at Rhydymwyn Event  
 

We hosted a training session on bat behaviour, ecology and their 
use of the Rhydymwyn nature reserve. Tim Hodnett, an Ecological 
Consultant was involved in carrying out the first bat surveys of the 
site in 2003 and his findings were responsible for DEFRA retaining 
most of the buildings you see on site today for the use by bats. 
Even before NEWWildlife arrived on 
the site Lesser horse shoe , 
Pipistrelles and Brown long-eared 
bats were using the buildings and the 
surrounding habitat.  There are now 
a number of buildings set aside as bat 
sanctuaries as well as some buildings, 
such as building 45 that is favoured 
by Lesser horse shoe females to use 
as a maternity roost in the summer. 
Well over 40 bats were counted this year in this building during the 
time females were looking after their babies.  
Tim returned to the site to give us an indoor presentation followed 
by a walk to look at one of the sanctuaries and building 45. Lesser 
horseshoe bats were seen in both buildings. We are lucky to have 
them roosting here, with North Wales being a stronghold for 
them . They are a local BAP species and are protected by European 
legislation.  Members of the Rhydymwyn Valley History Society and 
Friends of Rhydymwyn Valley (FORV) came along on the day.  

Willow animal Sculpture Course 

We were joined by Caroline Gregson, Willow sculptor on a 2-day 
course to create a number of animal sculptures for the tree area by 
the entrance of the reserve. We created two deer, two boxing 
hares and a fox.    

For more information on 
any of the information 

found in this leaflet please 
go to: 

www.newwildlife.org.uk 

Photos  

©Dave Hill 

A lesser horseshoe bat in one of 
the buildings at Rhydymwyn  

Changes at NEWWildlife have been underway this autumn, both 
regarding the seasons and wildlife on our reserves and the staff 
working for the charity.  Remani is now off on maternity leave and 
will be away for a year.    Kate Wilson has started the new role of 
Community Engagement and Education Officer and Lucie 
Bernardova will be covering  the Lane End post while Remani is on 
maternity leave. Best wishes and we hope you all have a merry 
Christmas.   

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk


 

Now there is water back in the 

river running through 

Rhydymwyn, we have started 

up our otter survey once 

again. There was a slight 

technical fault on the stealth 

camera (human error!) we 

have had no pictures yet, but 

there has been plenty of 

spraint which is a great sign, so 

fingers crossed for winter. It 

was wonderful to see the 

patterns in the snow left by 

the otters playing and sliding 

Community and Education Update — Remani Jones 
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Fungi Foray  

September saw the return of our annual 
fungi foray with expert mycologist 
Charles Aron. This year we focussed on 
the south of the site, searching through 
the grassland and woodlands.  The 
grassland proved very interesting—new 
species were recorded and some 
mounds left over from demolition of 
buildings in 2003 proved to have some 
unusual fungi growing including  
Mycroglossum olivaceum (Olive Earth 
tongue) and Mycoglocum virida.   These 
are rare species for the Flintshire area .  

 

Upcoming Volunteering Events - Jan  

into the river.  

We have had a fantastic time 

working with many school and 

community groups over the 

past few months. Activities 

have included willow weaving, 

wildlife surveys, making animal 

homes and bird feeders, 

creating willow sculptures to 

name a few. The school groups 

have particularly enjoyed 

spending time outside and 

discovering the secrets of their 

own grounds.  

Dead hedging—Knowle Hill  
Tues 21st Jan 10 am 

 
Join Lucie for a days dead 

hedging to provide nesting 
sites for birds and refuge 
areas for amphibians and 

mammals. Meet at the 
entrance to the reserve on 

Drury Lane opposite the lay-
by for Mount Pleasant.  

Winter Bird Survey—
Rhydymwyn  

8th Jan 9.30am  
Burn off some Christmas 

calories and identify some 
birds on the way. Kate will 

take you around the reserve 
to discover the wildlife at 

this time of year. Bring 
waterproofs, walking boots 

and binoculars  

Winter Bird Survey—Knowle 
Hill   

Sat 11th Jan 9.30am  
Join our new ranger Lucie 
for a walk around Knowle 

Hill in the New Year to burn 
off some Christmas calories 
whilst learning more about 
the local birds.  Meet at the 
Glynne Arms car park and 

bring binoculars  

A group at Rhydymwyn. 

Volunteers Officer Update—Kate Wilson 

The project runs until May, so we hope to be 
able to work with many more people in their 
own green spaces in the New Year. 

Willow igloo made by students at Mynydd Isa Junior 
School .  

School visits—Glan-

yr-Afon  

 

We were joined by Glan–yr-Afon  primary 
school from Mold to investigate what  
mIni-beasts and pond life reside at 
Rhydymwyn as well as learning about 
food chains during two of our educational 
packages for schools. The children visited 
us October and November and were able 
to find plenty of invertebrate life despite 
the wet weather! 

There will be a number of events and training courses coming up this 
winter at the Rhydymwyn Nature Reserve—please see back page for 
more details. For more information about the reserve and community 
and education events please contact Kate on 01352 742115 
KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk  

Willow chairs—Rhydymwyn 
Friday 17th Jan 10am 

 
Join Kate  to try your hand at 
making a living willow chair 

for the reserve. This will be a 
first time for everyone 

involved and something of an 
experiment, but it should be 

fun! 



 

Page 3 
WILDLIFE MATTERS 

I thought that this issue I would 
describe a bit about the work we carry 
out on one of our reserves – Llwyni 
Valley at Connah’s Quay 

 

Winter was rather a cold affair this 

year, with no management concerns 

for us to worry about in the Valley. The 

same cannot be said about spring 

which arrived with a surprise fall of lots 

of snow! 

This caused us lots of problems as 

being a wet, clingy type of snow it 

clumped on the trees and their 

branches very heavily. The result of this 

was that a lot of them, especially those 

adjacent to the path, were bent over 

and snapped and resulted in the path 

being blocked. 

Once we were able to access the valley 

to tidy everything up it took a long 

afternoon’s work with hand held petrol 

powered cutters to eventually clear a 

way through. The brash arising from 

these works was piled up where 

possible to create wildlife habitat piles. 

Other work that has taken place in 

summer has been the regular 

strimming of vegetation growth along 

the paths and the cutting back the re-

growth of tree branches that grow over 

the path. To improve access along the 

path a couple of small saplings had to 

be felled as they were growing on the 

line of the paths. 

Elsewhere on the reserve we had to 

undertake some management works in 

the area adjacent to our neighbours 

garden fences, this area received some 

much needed scrub clearance works. 

The reasons for this were two-fold: 

Firstly, a large number of the trees 

were planted too close to the fence 

and were starting to grow against the 

fences and were liable to damage the 

fences. Secondly, the scrub and 

bramble growth had grown up so 

dense that we were unable to access 

that part of the reserve to ensure 

that there were no problems that 

might have caused us any issues, 

such as fly tipping or the build up of 

litter. As a result of these issues we 

were compelled to undertake the 

scrub clearance that we have done.  

 Back at Rhydymwyn it is worth 

mentioning a few wonderful wildlife 

sightings. We’ve created a small 

wildlife area near the office within 

which the wildlife is fed. We’ve been 

visited so far by various blue tits, 

great tits, long-tailed tits and marsh 

tits. A brief visit from a goldcrest and 

a nuthatch and a wonderful visit 

from a brilliantly coloured male 

bullfinch! We’ve also had the cameras 

out to record some nocturnal visitors. 

Mostly cats have been filmed but the 

highlight has to be our dancing badger 

– dancing along the edge of the feeding 

table snaffling the peanuts! 

Elsewhere on the reserve the highlight 

has to be standing by the wetland 

listening to the amazing pig-like 

squeals of an over-wintering water rail. 

Let us hope we get more surprises over 

winter 

 

This Autumn our 
contractor Ben  has 
been hard at work  

de-silting ponds in the 
wet woodland, carrying 
out management works 
on the heathland and 
doing day to day 
monitoring of ponds 
and wardening duties.  

A fungi survey of the 
site revealed numerous 
species including the 
beautiful fly agaric, 

peppery bolette and 
poison pie. 

A volunteer winter bird 
survey in November 
uncovered species such as 
goldcrest, bullfinch and 
great spotted woodpecker  
with plenty of blue tits 
and woodpigeons on the 
reserve.  

Once Lucie started with us 
she, Karl and Ben did a 
tremendous carrying out 
some much needed tree  

Lane End Reserves Officer Update — Remani Jones 

Senior Ranger Update—Karl Martin 

works around the ponds  in 
the wet woodland. Many 
trees have been felled to 
allow more light to the Great 
crested newt breeding 
ponds  to encourage 
vegetation growth for the 
newts to lay their eggs on.    
The extra light will also 
encourage more ground 
flora in the woodland and an 
increase in biodiversity.  

 

Marsh Tit 
©Dave Hill 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115.  
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders DEFRA and 
Natural Resources 
Wales who have made our courses 
and events advertised possible. 

Pics Autumn / Winter 2013 
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Upcoming Events - Rhydymwyn 
Basketry Course  

Sat 15th &Sun 16th February   

10am-4pm, 10-1pm  

Join NEWWildlife and Basketry 
weaver Caroline Gregson  to 
create a basket  to take home  
We will be using willow from 
Rhydymwyn, as well as other 
materials such as reeds and 
bramble. Please bring a packed 
lunch, refreshments will be 
provided. 

 

Cost: £20 or £10 for 
NEWWildlife volunteers. 
Please book in advance   

Advanced 

Amphibian Course  

Friday 28th March  

9am– 11pm (TBC) 

Join NEWWildlife and Ecological 
consultant Julian Whitehurst for 
a day learning more about 
amphibians and how to survey 
for them. A prerequisite for our 
Great Crested Newt (GCN) 
licensing course.     

 
Cost: to be confirmed . A very 
popular course, Please book 

well in advance   
  

Great Crested Newt 

Licensing Course  

Friday 4th, Saturday 5th April  

9am– 11pm, 9-3pm  (TBC) 

Join NEWWildlife and Ecological 
consultant Julian Whitehurst for 
a  2 day course learning about 
how to apply for a GCN licence. A 
good knowledge of amphibian 
identification and behavior is 
needed before attending this 
course .  

 

Cost: To be confirmed. A very 
popular course. Please book well 

in advance   

WILDLIFE MATTERS 


