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Great Crested Newt Licensing 

Course 
 

We were full to capacity for this annual training course. We  
rescheduled the course due to heavy snow in March. The night 
time temperatures were still too low in April to demonstrate  
bottle trapping survey techniques at Rhydymwyn, but Karl and  
myself were able to catch a variety of amphibian species to have a 
good look at in the classroom. Great 
crested newts have now been found 
in the Danger Area in terrestrial  
areas as well as displaying in the 
water bodies at Rhydymwyn. Eggs 
have been found in the small new 
pond we created a few years ago. 
We hope for the population here to 
continue to rise. 

Maeshyfryd and Mold Alun 

School visits 

Maeshyfryd School joined us in June to help create a new pond in 

the Danger Area. River waste from the annual clearance of the  

culvert as well as bentonite liner were set up ready to go in the 

area a few months ago by the EA (now Natural Resources Wales) 

with help from Dave Williams from Interserve. The Maeshyfryd 

youths and teachers along with Kate, Volunteers Officer helped to 

lay and cover the liner and Sando from Interserve was a great help 

in building up the final pond bank. The pond was completed by 

Mold Alun School and is 

already starting to hold a 

small amount of water. 

We hope that inverte-

brates and plant life will 

start to colonise this year 

and next and hopefully 

amphibians will come 

along after that. 
Maeshyfryd  

School help create a new pond at Rhydymwyn . 

For more information on 

any of the information 

found in this leaflet 

please go to: 

www.newwildlife.org.uk 

A Warm Welcome 

It is with pleasure that I have taken 
on the role as Community Wildlife 
Education Officer and I am looking  

forwards to working with the local 
community on a number of events 
this coming summer. 

                                 -  Remani Jones  

Photos  

©Dave Hill 

Remani Jones showing key 
characteristics of Great crested 
newts. 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk


Volunteers have been  

working really hard on our 
butterfly area outside the field 
studies centre at Rhydymwyn, 
which has been weeded, and 
nectar rich plants have been 
set, which should be in flower 
next year. We have also been 
having fun bashing bracken at 
Knowle Hill nature reserve in 
Buckley. The bracken is 
spreading for many years and 
is taking over many of the 
wildflowers that should be in 
the meadows there.  

Community and Education Update — Remani Jones 
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Discover Rhydymwyn Walk 

It was a glorious day when we went for a walk around the reserve 
in mid June. Many chicks on site had started  

fledging and the British Trust for Ornithology volunteers were on 
site ringing a number of bird species. It turns out that about 90% 
of the birds we have nesting here at Rhydymwyn are blue and 
great tits and this year stock doves were nesting for the first time 
as well as nuthatches, that were nesting particularly low to the 
ground.  

Our walk encompassed the wetland and the bird hide, with adult 
blue tits observed gathering 
food for their chicks residing in 
a nest box just outside the 
hide. Onwards towards the 
Danger area, we hoped to 
catch a sight of the three  

resident fox cubs, but it wasn’t 
to be. After proceeding to the 
old buildings in the Danger 

Area we spotted some patches Star of Bethlehem in flower in the 
grassland area. These are lovely 6 petalled white flowers – quite 
unusual. Bluebells and wild garlic were still in bloom and fragrant 
in the woodland. On our return we spotted a dingy skipper  

butterfly basking on a bramble leaf by the wetland. This follows 
recent sightings by Brian and Sue from Butterfly Conservation of 
up to x80 individuals – a record form the sight and considered a 
large population in North Wales! 

Upcoming Volunteering Activities -July 
Tues 2nd  

NVC / Phase one  
Habitat survey  

Knowle Hill, Buckley 
10am til 1pm 

Support Officer  

Departure  

I have been  a support officer now for 6 
months with NEWWildlife on a contract 
funded by the work scheme called Jobs 
growth Wales. Securing this role and  

working at NEWW has afforded me the 
chance to gain valuable insight and  

experience in an office based role which I 
will be able to take forward with me into my 
next venture, wherever that may be. This 
will be the last edition of Wildlife Matters 
that I will be involved in making. I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish everyone 
here a fond farewell and say thank you for 
making me feel so welcome. I would also like 
to let our readers and members know what 
a dedicated and knowledgeable team they 
have here at NEWW, all of which work  

tirelessly trying to protect green spaces for 
wildlife and people. 
 

Thank you and Goodbye. 
 

Ian Dunning 

Support Officer 

Mold Alun joined us in June for 
their community week to help 
us with lots of volunteering 
work at Rhydymwyn. We have 
weeded and re-planted the 
raised butterfly bed near to the 
gatehouse, created a covered 
outdoor classroom, bashed 
some bracken, cleared the  

willow bed, pulled ragwort, 
helped to finish lining a pond 
and created tunnels on our  

willow igloo. It was great to 
work with them again,  

Tues 9th 
Litter Pick / Bracken Bash 

Knowle Hill Buckley 
10am til 1pm 

Fri 26th 
Bracken Bash 

Knowle Hill Buckley 
10am til 12pm 

Fri 12th 
Otter Survey 
Rhydymwyn 
10am til 1pm 

Sun 7th 
Hedgehog footprint  

Tunnel Day 
(With Mammal Society) 

Rhydymwyn  
10am til 3pm 

  Thurs 4th 
  Badger signs  

surveying 
Rhydymwyn 
10am til 1pm 

Weds 31st 
Replace interpretation 

Boards 
Knowle Hill Buckley 

10am til 12pm 

A group at Rhydymwyn. 

Bashed bracken at Knowle Hill. 

Volunteers Officer Update—Kate 
and we look 
forward to 
working with 
them again next 
year. We had a 
fabulous two weeks with a work experience  

student, who was very mature and hard working. 
He helped with creating new steps on our  

woodland trail, pulling Himalayan balsam, 
learned how to do an otter and great crested 
newt survey, put in a kissing gate for access, and 
helped with creating a pond. He is studying at 
Llysfasi College, and we wish him luck in future 
studies. 

Instillation of gate  
with work experience 
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It’s been an odd Spring! It arrived 
late due to the snow and as a  
result everything appears to have 
been delayed. 
Our show of wildflowers at  
Rhydymwyn,  
especially the  
Cowslips was not 
as good as in  
previous years. 
Other plants have 
been delayed as 
well: Star of  
Bethlehem  
flowered later and 
Early Purple  
Orchids and  
Common Spotted 
Orchids are not yet as abundant as 
they have been in previous years.  
The smell of Wild Garlic in the 
woods is still discernible though 
most of them have now drooped 
and wilted. One plant that  
surprised us was Toothwort. This 
plant is a parasite on hazel and 
elm and was found for the first 
time on the Rhydymwyn reserve 
during the amphibian training 
course. Another plant that  
appears to be doing well at  
Rhydymwyn is Common Bird’s-
foot-trefoil.  

The spring has seen the 
Lane End mitigation site 
truly come to life. The 
new grassland areas by 
the ponds that were 
seeded a couple of 
years ago are now  

looking glorious. The 
abundance of bird’s 
foot trefoil is attracting 
thousands of bees of 
various species and the 
new ponds are  

attracting damselflies  

and other  

invertebrates.  

now a waiting game for 
the amphibians to come 
to the new mitigation 
ponds. As well as many 
smooth newts we have 
some palmate newts and 
a few Great Crested 
newts. It may take a  
couple more years for the 
population to reach what 
it was in the lagoon.  
Terrestrial habitat  
between ponds has been 
improved by the provision 
of brash piles and new 
vegetation growth should 
help the newts to disperse 

This is a good thing because 
this plant provides food for a 
wide variety of invertebrates, 
especially butterflies. We are 
hoping for a good show of  

Common Blue  
butterflies 
later in the 
year, BUT of 
major news 
were this 
year’s counts 
of the Dinghy 
Skipper. This 
small brown 
and grey but-
terfly is often 
overlooked 

BUT not by our keen eyed  
volunteers from Butterfly  
Conservation – North Wales. 
They thought they’d done well 
to count 36 one week but the  
following count of 81  
overshadowed that!! That 
makes this an extremely good 
site for this butterfly and the 
highest count this year 
throughout Wales! 
 

The bird box surveyors 
have been busy in the  
valley checking boxes, 
counting eggs and chicks 
and then ringing them. A 
lot of the nests have been 
delayed this year, however, 
throughout the woods,  
hidden in the bushes, there 
is an abundance of  
fledglings calling out for  
parents to feed them and 
learning how to fend for  
themselves. 
We were lucky this year to 
follow the progress of one 
blue tit family as they 
raised and fledged five 
chicks successfully. We 
were able to do this 
through the installation of 
a box camera and hopefully 
next year we’ll bring live  
images to the web! 

Lane End Reserves Officer Update — Remani Jones 

New ponds surrounded by bird’s foot trefoil at Lane End 

We were also lucky to 
discover a garden  
warbler nest near the  
office and managed to 
get the two chicks 
ringed. 
 
Well I hope you all 
have an enjoyable 
summer and visit lots 
of our reserves, just 
remember to let us 
know what you have 
seen please. 
 
Karl Martin 
Senior Ranger 

Senior Ranger Update—Karl Martin 

Dinghy Skipper. 

© Brian Roberts  

and find new breeding 
ponds. Breeding birds are 
doing well on the Knowle Hill 
Reserve with many warblers 
such as whitethroat,  

blackcap, willow warbler and 
chiff chaff using the scrubby 
areas and lots of blue and 
great tit families frequently 
seen and making lots of noise. 

Toothwort 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115.  
Email: info@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

 
North East Wales Wildlife would like to 
pay special mention and thanks to our 
funders DEFRA and Natural Resources 
Wales who have made all courses and 
events advertised possible. 

Pics Spring/Summer 2013 
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Upcoming Events 
Indigo Dyeing 

Saturday 20th July 
 

10am—4pm 

Experience the magical process of indigo 
dyeing.  Your plain white fabric will be 
transformed into shades of blue, using  

various methods to make patterns -  

including stitch, tied and bound resists. 
 

£22pp including materials 
Please Book 

 

Bio Blitz 

31st August  

10am—4pm 

Join NEWWildlife at Rhydymwyn 
Valley Nature Reserve and help 
survey the resident species over 

this full day event.  Whether 
your interest is in trees, fungi, 
butterflies or birds, we need 
your help. Experts will be on 

hand to deliver  workshops in 
species ID and survey  

techniques.  
 

This event is free to attend. 

Fungi Foray  

Sunday 29th September 

10am—2pm 

Charles Aron will be taking 
us on a stroll around  

Rhydymwyn reserve to talk 
about and find fungi.  

 

This event is free of charge, 

but booking is essential 


