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The nest boxes at Rhydymwyn are closely monitored by a crack team 
of volunteers led by Jimmy, who can be regularly seen around the 
nature reserve. As well as monitoring the boxes, any chicks found are 
ringed, by fitting a harmless metal ring around the bird’s leg, each 
with a unique number. If the ringed bird’s are then found again 
anywhere in the world, their unique ID number not only enables 
ringers to see where the bird was ringed, but also how old it is and 
possibly to see how far they may fly on migration, or the routes they 
may take.  

 

British swallows travel through 
western France, across the 
Pyrenees, down eastern Spain 
into Morocco, and across the 
Sahara, spending their winter  
6000 miles away in South 
Africa. So with plenty of food 
available there, why come 
back? It is thought that they return to Britain to escape the larger 
number of predators that are present in warmer climates.  

 

On 8th August 2013 a young swallow was ringed in its nest at 
Rhydymwyn by Ian Spence, and the details were sent to the  British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO). 

 

Fast forward to the 4th October 2013, and a young swallow was 
caught in a mist net in Valencia in Spain. Its number was noted and it 
was released. The information was sent to the BTO and Ian received a 
letter... 

 

The young Rhydymwyn swallow had travelled 967 miles in less than 
57 days! Bearing in mind it could not fly when it was ringed, for a bird 
smaller than most of our mobile phones, this is an amazing feat! Some 
butterflies migrate as well! Many thanks to Jim, Ian and all of the 
volunteers that help to monitor our birds. 

Welcome to the summer edition of Wildlife Matters, and what a great summer we have had so far! 
The wildlife has certainly been active, and the plants and flowers have been thriving with the warm 
and sunny weather. Some wildlife sightings we have had lately are a large female grass snake, a slow 
worm, fox cubs and tawny owl, to name just a few (please see photos on the back page). 

This is a packed edition with introductions from two new staff members, a feature on dragonflies and 
damselflies, and two great stories, one about a travelling swallow and  the other about a veteran 
grass snake.  We also have details about events and volunteering  that are coming up and how you 
can get involved. 

 

Help us to be even greener! If you would be happy to receive your future editions of Wildlife Matters 
electronically, please send your email address to info@newwildlife.org.uk  

OUT OF AFRICA 

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk
mailto:info@newwildlife.org.uk
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INTRODUCTIONS: NIGEL DOUGLAS 

RESERVES MANAGER 

I am fortunate enough to have recently started work here at NEWW as Reserves Manager. 
 
I arrived here at NEWW via a pretty roundabout route. I have managed woodland nature reserves for the RSPB in 
mid Wales, and heathland sites in Dorset for Poole Borough Council. And I spent 12 years living in western Canada, 
working for a Canadian environmental organisation, Alberta Wilderness Association. Amongst many other things I 
ran campaigns about forests, caribou and grizzly bears. From grizzly bears to newts; it’s funny where life takes you 
sometimes! 
 
Though the wildlife was mostly bigger and hairier over there, a lot of the conservation issues are the same; the 
need to protect and manage habitats, and just as importantly, the need to help connect people with their own local 
environments. Senegalese environmentalist Baba Dioum put it best: “In the end, we will conserve only what we 
love, we will love only what we understand, and we will understand only what we are taught.” 
 
So in an effort to understand more about NEWW and its culture, I have been spending a lot of the past couple of 
weeks getting to know the suite of nature reserves which NEWW currently manages; their wildlife, their 
ecosystems, their histories and their many and varied management issues. Not to mention, of course, the many 
partners who are involved in the running of nature reserves. NEWW staff are clearly a bright and highly motivated 
bunch and it is going to be a pleasure working with everybody. 
 
As many Wildlife Matters readers will know, NEWW manages a portfolio of fourteen nature reserves, some of 
which it owns and some of which it manages on behalf of others. Some – like Rhydymwyn Valley and Knowle Hill – 
are quite well known; others – like Belgrano and Glascoed – less so. Great crested newts are the one common 
thread which runs throughout nearly all of the sites, and fortunately they are a very responsive to positive 
management; give them the right conditions in terms of ponds and terrestrial habitat, and they stand a good 
chance of flourishing. 
 
I’ve already come across plenty of 
interesting wildlife on NEWW sites, 
including emerald damselflies and newts 
at Maes y Grug, water rails at Stryt Las 
and redstarts and dingy skippers at 
Rhydymwyn. Hopefully in time I will catch 
up with some of the other wildlife gems 
which NEWW sites have to offer: red-
veined darters, white letter hairstreaks, 
grasshopper warblers or maybe signs of 
harvest mice and otters. 
 
And of course I am looking forward to 
getting to know NEWW’s members, 
partners and volunteers; the people who 
make the organisation what it is. It is 
going to be an interesting journey! 
 
Nigel Douglas (and Lila!) 
 

Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear 
about any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know the new team over a cuppa and a digestive (if there are any 
left!) The office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115. 
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I joined NEW Wildlife on 9 May 2014 as the Administrative Officer and would like to introduce myself to all Wildlife 
Matters readers.  I have over 30 years experience as an administrator in the Court Service, so working in the 
wildlife arena is a complete change for me.  The working environment here is truly amazing - early morning smells 
of wild garlic as I park the car and an accompaniment of bird song as I walk to the office can’t fail to inspire!   
 
I will be working closely with all members of the team, who have already made me feel very welcome, and I am 
looking forward to meeting plenty of new challenges as they arise. I am also looking forward to meeting and 
speaking with NEW Wildlife members and all who visit the reserve or contact the office.   
 
I can’t tell a dingy skipper from a hawk moth (well, I can now actually!) but I hope I’ll be able to deal with all your 
administrative and membership queries efficiently and with a smile! 
 
Mair Westwood         

INTRODUCTIONS—MAIR WESTWOOD 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

In July 2012 Sue and I were surveying the Rhydymwyn site when we saw this butterfly, it was in such a nice pose that I 
thought it would make a nice addition to the PowerPoint presentation I 
was preparing on the butterflies of Rhydymwyn. 
 
It was only when I got home and placed the photo on the computer that 
I saw that it had black antennae. Sue and I looked at it and wondered-
could it be an Essex skipper? We have only seen a few in all the time 
that we have been butterflying around the UK, and we did not have the 
relevant experience of this species to say whether it was or was not an 
Essex skipper. We thought it would be a good idea to ask people who 
had much more experience than us if in fact it was such a species. 
 
We sent the photograph to several people asking their advice. Nobody 
actually said it wasn’t an Essex skipper but some wanted a better 
photograph showing the underneath of the antennae. We therefore 
tried to find the individual by re-visiting the site but to no avail, as the 
site is quite big, the skippers are spread over the whole site, and the 
population in 2012 was then nearly 100. Time passed and then in early August 2013 an email appeared from one of 
the people that we had initially contacted saying “It is an Essex skipper.” Shortly after this happened, the 
identification was queried, and we were told it was likely to be a small skipper. Although somewhat disappointed we 
thought that this would be the last chapter in the saga. 
 
However this was not to be, because a further email was received from the person who made the Essex skipper 
identification enclosing a magnified version of the photograph and reaffirming that they thought it was an Essex 
skipper.  
 
So there the matter rests for the moment, and what we have agreed to do is to look for another specimen in 2014.  
 
Brian and Sue Roberts, Volunteers for Butterfly Conservation 
 
“This species is very similar in appearance to the Small Skipper and, because of this similarity, was not recognised as a 
separate species until 1889... On the British mainland it is to generally be found south of a line between Dorset and 
North Lincolnshire.” (http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=lineola) 

ESSEX SKIPPER-IS IT OR ISN’T IT? 

BY BRIAN AND SUE ROBERTS 

Essex 
skipper? 

© Brian Roberts 



 

SENIOR RANGER UPDATE—KARL MARTIN 
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Spring and early summer have been fantastic this year! 
 
A nice mixture of weather has meant that there has been lots of natural food available for wildlife. As a result, the 
feeders outside our office have been very quiet. Now they are busying up as we get an influx of youngsters after 
some easy food. We’ve had fledgling blackbirds, dunnocks, robins, blue and great tits, and we’re still being visited 
regularly by male and female bullfinches. Due to the mild weather the birds appear to have started their nesting 
attempts early, and now there are some birds sitting on their second clutch of eggs! 

 
Elsewhere on the reserve we had been fortunate to have a reported sighting 
of fox cubs playing along the Woodland Trail. This led to me placing one of 
our wildlife camera traps out and capturing a few videos of a young, playful 
fox cub. One very foggy morning produced a poor quality video in which it 
was just possible to make out the vixen with two cubs! They looked healthy 
so she’s probably catching lots of voles on the reserve. 
 
 

The mild weather has also favoured invertebrates, and there have been lots of butterfly sightings on our reserves. 
It would be great if we could get some new volunteers to help undertake butterfly surveys on our reserves as we’d 
love to expand our knowledge of them, and where they occur.  
 
Another great invertebrate that we’ve seen emerge early this year is the emperor dragonfly (Anax imperator). 
During our amphibian surveys on our newly acquired reserve at Broughton (more about that in the next issue) we 
were fortunate to encounter a male that had very recently emerged from its larval skin. This distracted us from 
counting newts for quite a while as it was fantastic to see! Not being totally sure of its identity I returned a few 
days later to collect the larval skin (exuviae) to take away for identification. To my amazement, from just one pond I 
collected 27 emperor dragonfly exuviae! This means that our new reserve looks like it is going to provide some 
exceptionally high quality wildlife ponds. 
 
Other sites that are known to be good for dragonflies include our Rhydymwyn, Trefnant and Glascoed Nature 
Reserves. 
 
Dragonflies are relatively easy to identify. Essentially they are split into two groups: damselflies and dragonflies. 
Damselflies are generally smaller with thinner bodies and when at rest they fold their wings back over their bodies. 
Dragonflies tend to be larger with bigger bodies and when at rest they hold their wings to either side of their 
bodies. Both groups have two pairs of wings. 

 
Damselflies: There are about 17 species of damselfly in the UK but you won’t 
see all of them in this area as we only have about 7 species that you are likely to 
see. It is a good idea to have a look at the British Dragonfly Society website to 
work out what you are likely to discover before you go out searching for them. 
Also work out what species you are likely to see in different habitats as they 
have different water requirements for laying their eggs. Bear in mind that 
damselflies and especially dragonflies are predators and they may hunt a good 
distance away from their breeding ponds. On many an occasion I have watched 
emperor dragonflies hunting in woodland glades with no known ponds 
anywhere nearby. 
 

 
If you are along a river site and you see a fluttering damselfly with a metallic blue and green body and a metallic 
blue band across the wings then you have just seen a banded demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens). The female has a 
metallic green body but generally has clearer wings. These have occasionally been seen just outside Rhydymwyn 
Valley. 

Azure damselfly 
(Coenagrion puella ) 

Fox Cub 
(Vulpes 
vulpes) 
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Elsewhere in this area, if you see a small red damselfly fluttering about around the edges of a pond then you may 
have not as you might expect seen the small red damselfly (Ceriagron tenellum) but instead you are likely to have 
spotted a large red damselfly (Pyrrhosoma nymphula). A small, green damselfly on the other hand is most likely to 
be the emerald damselfly (Lestes sponsa). 
 
The blue damselflies are trickier to identify. Females are particularly hard to distinguish between species, and the 
males need to be looked at very closely. With the male blues you ideally need to get a good look at their abdomen 
with a good pair of optics. What you are looking for is the shape of the black colouration on the segments. This will 
help you identify which blue you are looking at. One of the best guides for this is the Field Studies Council ID chart: 
Guide to dragonflies & damselflies of Britain. 
 
Once you move onto dragonflies there are only about 5 species that you are most likely to see in North East Wales. 
Dragonflies are split into several different groups: chasers, skimmers, darters, hawkers. 

 
We are most likely to see either the four-spotted chaser 
(Libellula quadrimaculata) or the broad-bodied chaser (L. 
depressa) on or near our ponds, and once you catch a good look 
at them they are fairly easy to identify. The four-spotted is 
slightly hairy and brown in colour. The wings are clear but each 
wing has two dark spots on the leading edges. Two spots on two 
wings = four spots on each side, hence the name! If on the other 
hand the abdomen is very broad and flat then it is likely to be a 
broad-bodied chaser. If you see one that has a broad body that 
is predominantly blue with some yellow marks down either side 
then it is definitely the male as the female is brown in colour. 
 

The common hawker (Aeshna juncea) can be seen around larger bodies of water but we have also seen them at 
Rhydymwyn and Glascoed in smaller pools. This species is quite easily identified as both sexes have a 
predominantly dark body. The male is marked with blue and the female with green/yellow markings. 
 
Probably the most common dragonfly spotted on our reserves is the common darter (Sympetrum striolatum). This 
can often be seen flying around in the hundreds on some of our reserves! They have a fairly parallel-sided body, 
and the male is generally a pale red colour, whilst the female is a 
drabber pale brown colour. They can often be seen paired up, 
flitting around pools laying eggs in large numbers towards the end 
of summer. 
 
My favourite though has to be the emperor dragonfly (Anax 
imperator). They are large dragonflies with the male being bright 
blue in colour and the female a paler blue. They are probably the 
most frequently seen dragonfly away from ponds. They hunt in any 
suitable habitat and it do not necessarily need to be near water to 
hunt. They frequently patrol up and down and round and round an 
area with frequent high speed chases to catch flying prey which 
they often eat on the wing.  
 
Karl Martin 
Senior Ranger 

SENIOR RANGER UPDATE—KARL MARTIN 

Broad-bodied 
chaser (Libellula 

depressa) 

Emperor dragonfly 
(Anax imperator) 
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VOLUNTEERING - KNOWLE HILL, BUCKLEY 

 Butterfly transect survey, Sat 19nd  July,  12pm. Meet at the entrance to the reserve on Drury Lane opposite the 
lay-by from Mount Pleasant.     

 Litter Pick , Tues 5th  August, 10am. Meet Lucie in the front of the playground from the Acorn Close site.  
 Reptile survey, Tue 19nd  August,  10am. Meet at the entrance to the reserve on Drury Lane opposite the lay-by 

from Mount Pleasant.     
You will get some fresh air and exercise, meet new people, learn new skills and improve your local green space. 
No particular skills are needed, just enthusiasm, wearing sturdy boots, and waterproof clothes/sun cream, and a 
packed lunch.   
 
Volunteering at Knowle Hill takes place on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month with Lucie. Contact: 01352 742115 
or email: lbernardova@newwildlife.org.uk to book a place or for more information. 

If you have walked through Knowle Hill 
this spring and early summer, you will 
probably have noticed many birds 
collecting nesting material.  Chiffchaffs 
and willow warblers have been calling/ 
advertising their territories, and later 
on, the noisy chirping of a number of 
great tit, blue tit and long tailed tit 
families has been evident, as well as 
young song thrushes and blackbirds 
learning their life skills.  

Gems like jays, goldfinches and 
goldcrest have been spotted regularly. 
An occasional heron has been seen 
flying over Knowle Hill heading to a 
larger water body. The gravelly 
adjacent ponds at Lane End hosted two 
little ringed plovers between April and 
June.   
 
 Several house martins and swallows 
have been feeding around the ponds at 
Lane End, as well as a good number of 
common gulls, lesser black-backed gulls 
and herring gulls. Linnets, wheatears 
and grey wagtail have been seen in the 
more vegetated areas of Lane End. 

When the sun sets and most people go 
indoors, this is the best time to see 
newts! With the help of The 
Environment Partnership (TEP) 
ecological team, we spent hours in the 
dark surveying for newts at the 35 
ponds at Lane End and 5 ponds at 
Knowle Hill.  We had amazing results 
totalling 1,857 smooth/palmate newts 
and 126 great crested newts, which is 
just a small fraction of the true 
population. The surveys prove the 
importance of Knowle Hill and Lane End 
for the future of our native newts, as 
well as setting Lane End and Knowle Hill 
as a good example of a housing 
development coexisting with wildlife. 
 
It is not just birds and newts that we 
monitor at Knowle Hill. Butterfly 
populations are an excellent way to 
monitor a location’s ‘health’. We saw 
many butterflies last summer, and this 
year seems to be very good so far.  
Knowle Hill is especially good for 
speckled wood, orange tip and green-
veined white butterflies, while Lane 
End has a great number of common 
blue butterflies, some dingy skippers 
and plenty of cinnabar moths. 

The Reserves Officer and Knowle Hill 
volunteers have started the annual 
bracken control, beginning around the 
former railway corridor. Despite the 
bracken’s abundance, there is a range 
of insects that feed on it.  Bracken is a 
fast growing native plant that can 
outcompete other smaller plants, 
reducing the diversity of plants and 
animals that can be found there. 
 
We control the bracken by buckling its 
stems which causes the plant to use a 
lot of energy trying re-grow, eventually 
weakening it and causing it to die back. 
Adrian, one of the volunteers said “This 
is much better exercise than being in a 
stuffy gym; and it is for free!“ 

 
For more information about Knowle Hill 
and Lane End and how to get involved 
in volunteering, please contact Lucie 
Bernardova on 
lbernardova@newwildlife.org.uk. 

Little ringed plover 
(Charadrius dubius) 

Dingy skipper 
(Erynnis tages) 

mailto:lbernardova@newwildlife.org.uk


COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE — KATE WILSON 

Events 
 Himalayan balsam pull with Flintshire Council, Saturday 19th July, 3 until 5, (Meeting at: Car park, 

High Street, Caergwrle, LL12 9LL) 
 Summer yoga session, Sunday 27th July, 10 until 12.30. £8 
 Butterfly walk, Sunday 27th July, 2 until 4. Free of charge 
 Run Wild summer club—FULLY BOOKED 
 NEWW at the Denbigh and Flint Show, Thursday 21st August (see show website for details) 
 Spooky Hallowe’en fun, Friday 31st October, time to be confirmed  
 Santa Trail, Sunday 7th December, time to be confirmed  
Volunteering 
 Reptile habitat work, Weds 23rd July, 10 until 1, Rhydymwyn 
 Ragwort management, Weds 30th July, 10 until 2, Trefnant 
 Butterfly bank management, Weds 27th August, 10 until 2, Rhydymwyn 
 Pond creation, Weds 24th September, 10 until 3, Rhydymwyn 
 Spon Green management day, Weds 29th October, 10 until 3, Buckley 
 Wetland management, Weds 29th November, 10 until 3, Rhydymwyn 
 Grotto creation (for Santa trail), Weds 3rd December, 10 until 2, Rhydymwyn 
 
Volunteering will usually take place on the last Wednesday of each month. Please contact Kate on 01352 
742115 or email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk to book a place or for more information. 
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It has been great to see so many schools at Rhydymwyn over 
the spring and summer, with visits from Y Fron, Maes Garmon, 
Bryn Gwalia, St Brigid's, Gwynedd Primary and Taliesin to name 
but a few. They have been taking part in wildlife walks, building 
hibernating areas for newts, and bug surveys. Students from 
Coleg Cambria, Llysfasi also joined us over four sessions of 
exploring and surveys to complete part of their environment 
syllabus.  We surveyed for otters, reptiles, birds and small 
mammals, and found plenty of evidence of all groups. 
 

The reptile walk on 5th July was a brilliant day, led by local reptile recorder and Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation (ARC) volunteer Mick Brummage. We had the weather, the company and three wonderful 
reptiles (and a great crested newt!). We have also had some interesting news about the female grass 
snake we found on our reptile walk. Mick recognised the female from the markings under her chin as 
Female 17. She was first found in 2007 measuring 95cm. She was found again in 2011 measuring 100cm, 
and she is over a metre long now! Grass snakes are usually about 75cm long  but they can reach lengths of 
150cm. Thanks Mick! 
 
We had a great time at the Rhydymwyn Village Fete on 12th 
July, where we joined up with Mandy Cartwright  from ARC 
and Flintshire County Council. We had tanks of pond 
creatures on display, colouring activities, information about 
local wildlife and much more. It is great to get out and be able 
to meet new people and hear all about their wildlife 
experiences.  
 
We’ll next be at the Denbigh and Flint show on 21st August 
and we’d love to see you 
there! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Otter spraint 

Two budding naturalists with Mandy Cartwright from ARC and FCC 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders DEFRA and 
Natural Resources Wales who 
have made some of our courses 
and events possible. 

PICTURES FROM SUMMER 2014... 
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