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As winter approaches we are lucky that we can turn up the heating 

and put on extra layers to keep warm, but what about our small 

mammals, amphibians and reptiles? High metabolic rates, short fur, no 

fur or being cold blooded do not make winter an easy time for some of 

our animals... so what's the answer? Easy, just go to sleep! We have all 

heard about hibernation, when animals go to sleep in the autumn and 

wake up in the spring; but is this the case? Well actually, our British 

animals frequently wake up during hibernation to feed, drink, reduce 

the risk of parasites, or move hibernating sites. It takes rather a lot of 

energy to wake up however, around 80% of its energy reserves, so 

feeding up well before winter is crucial to make sure they last through 

the winter. So is it worth the risk? Simple answer... yes! When in 

hibernation, an animal’s metabolic rate drops to between 1 - 2% of an 

awake animal, thus making their chances of being able to survive 

through winter much higher. But that's not all... there is also a state 

that animals can go into called torpor, which is a brief form of 

hibernation for really cold days and can last a few days. 

www.discoverwildlife.com describes the difference as “Hibernation is 

associated with day length and hormone changes; torpor is driven by 

ambient temperature and food availability.” Generally, the only three 

mammals in the UK to go into true hibernation are hedgehogs, 

dormice and bats, perhaps waking up every 

2 - 3 weeks (although they can also go in 

and out of torpor!!) Animals such as 

reptiles, amphibians, badgers, small 

mammals and some birds can all go into 

some form of torpor if the weather is cold 

enough. Phew, crystal clear...?! 

Welcome to the autumn edition of Wildlife Matters, where we will update you on our events 
and courses, keep you abreast of what’s happening on our reserves, along with reports on our 
latest volunteering opportunities. Autumn is well and truly here, and on its way to winter; and 
what fabulous colours we have had on the trees this year! Autumn half term was a huge 
amount of fun with three public events celebrating autumn and Halloween at Rhydymwyn and 
Buckley. The cows have also been busy grazing in the Danger Area at Rhydymwyn; we hope 
that with regular grazing of some areas of grass it will 
encourage wildflowers to grow in the spring. The annual 
Santa Trail and Christmas Craft Fair will be happening this 
year on Sat 5th Dec, and we will also be running a Christmas 
event in Buckley on Sunday 13 Dec with Lester’s Farm Shop 
(see page 9). There is a fantastic selection of your seasonal 
pictures on page 12; thank you so much for sharing them 
with us, we love to see them! We hope you enjoy this 
edition of wildlife matters and that we’ll see you soon! 

TO HIBERNATE OR NOT...? 

Autumn trees at Rhydymwyn 

Hibernating dormouse 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk
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‘In Nature, nothing exists alone.’ (Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, 1967) 
 

I wonder if some members may remember me? I used to work for NEWWildlife as Wildlife Education Officer some 6 
years ago. My time at NEWWildlife from 2002 to 2009 developed my passion for nature and my current job has allowed 
me to pursue my other vocation in the field of mental health. ‘Make a Nature Connection’, which began life in February 
2015, as a Facebook page, has allowed me to combine these two subjects, which are very close to my heart, to share my 
beliefs in the healing power of nature. 
With support from NEWWildlife and Flintshire Mental Health Services I have delivered an innovative series of training 
courses which explore our relationship with nature and allows for people to reconnect with their local environment to 
be used as a wellness tool. So far the work we have achieved  together has been well 
received and I am pleased to say we have had some really positive feedback. 
The concept of Make a Nature Connection begins with the principle that being outdoors and 
being mindful of nature can have a positive impact on our wellbeing. Studies have shown 
that exposure to nature can lower stress and anxiety levels (Mind, 2013). Nature can teach 
us many things that can help us get through this thing called life from helping us slow down 
and escape from the hustle and bustle of modern living to showing us how all living things 
are connected. 
NEWWildife and I will be holding a series of Nature Connection courses through the next 
year, exploring how each season can support us in different ways. Why not join us on our 
next course, on 16th Feb 2016. In the meantime, I leave you with this question, when was 
the last time you made a nature connection? Why not share it on my Facebook page, ‘Make 
A Nature Connection.’ Jacinta 

MAKING NATURE CONNECTIONS BY JACINTA CHALLINOR 

We were very happy to be joined by KIM Inspire for a trip to Rhydymwyn in October. The group offers activities to 

women struggling with poor mental health, and they are taking part in a series of wellbeing sessions.  The NHS say 

that to improve and maintain good mental and physical wellbeing,  there are 5 steps that we can take:  1. Connect—

with people and things around you and build relationships. 2. Be active—Find 

an activity you like, and build it into your daily life. 3. Keep learning—Learning 

new skills can give you confidence and a sense of achievement. 4. Give —

Perhaps volunteering, but even the smallest act can count, whether it's a 

smile, a thank you, or a kind word. 5. Be mindful— be more aware of the 

present moment, including feelings and thoughts, your body and the world . 

At Rhydymwyn we looked at how we can connect to each other and to nature. 

First we went for a walk around the reserve, looking at the autumn colours and 

collecting leaves for a scrapbook. We also visited the sensory garden that 

Friends of Rhydymwyn Valley (FoRV) have been working on, and had a go at 

sitting in the chair, and smelling all the herbs that have been planted. As a 

group we collected enough sticks to light a campfire (using a flint and steel) 

and keep it going long enough to toast marshmallows; we connected very well to the marshmallows! Finally we 

created some willow wreaths and began to decorate them with items we found on the reserve, such as colourful 

leaves and holly. Despite focussing the day on learning how to connect, I think we also took part in the other four 

steps to wellbeing without realising.  It was a feast for the senses, and we definitely felt better for it! 

Rhydymwyn Valley— A poem by Eva 
 

We all met at ten, 
Thankfully no men. 

Just us seven, 
I felt like I was walking in heaven, 

Along the country lanes, 
The leaves blowing, 

The colour red and brown, 
No trees wore a frown. 

Just smiles and fun, 
The work was done. 

Thank you Kate, 
For an interesting walk in the park. 

(Janet Burns) 

KIM INSPIRE VISIT RHYDYMWYN 



Volunteering tasks may involve getting a bit mucky! Please bring old/outdoor, weather appropriate clothes, sensible 
footwear and lunch. Please note, volunteer activities are subject to change, we’ll do our best to let you know. We are 
happy to provide lifts from and to Mold where possible, if you inform us beforehand. 
Booking is essential for all events and volunteering  so we know how many people to plan for.  
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VOLUNTEERING 

Our volunteering programme is going from strength to strength, thanks to you! We have a team of regular 
volunteers helping out at our Buckley reserves, and we have set out a whole series of activities at 
Rhydymwyn and elsewhere through November and December (see below). 
 
Volunteering opportunities in November and December: 
 Tues 17th Nov - Sapling removal - Knowle Hill - 10 to 3 
 Thurs 19th Nov - Wildlife border gardening - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Fri 20th Nov - Wetland management for newts - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Thurs 26th Nov - Wetland management - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Fri 27th Nov - Litter pick—Llwyni and Broadoak, Connah’s Quay - 10 to 1 
 Fri 27th Nov - Scrub clearance - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Tues 1st Dec - Heathland management - Knowle Hill - 10 to 3 
 Weds 2nd Dec - Santa’s grotto creation - Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Sat 5th Dec - Santa trail marshalling - Rhydymwyn - 11 to 3 
 Fri 11th Dec - Litter pick—Llwyni and Broadoak, Connah’s Quay - 10 to 1 
 Tues 15th Dec - Scrub clearance - Knowle Hill - 10 to 3 
 Thurs 17th Dec - Christmas work party - Trefnant - 10 to 3  

 
We have been trying to improve our volunteering experience in a number of ways, including now being 
able to pick up and drop off in Mold, trying out different days, and activities. As part of our volunteer party 
in January (see page 11) we would like to ask our vols about why they volunteeer and what type of events 
they would like to see here with NEWWildlife. We recently asked some of our volunteers what 
volunteering means to them and here what we found out: 
 

“It is very enjoyable to be out and about volunteering with NEWWildlife, I get something out 
of helping nature and the people who also enjoy conservation, I have always been interested in wildlife in 
general and it feels good to be part of a volunteering group which helps conserve and maintain areas of 

nature for the future which I feel is needed. 
     When I get home after volunteering I feel like I have achieved something and not wasted my day, it feels 
good to be out learning new things on all types of subjects in all types of weather and terrain with a great 

team of people and of course the Great British wildlife.  
      It makes me feel ALIVE!” 

(NEWW volunteer) 
 

I am so glad that when I retired, armed with the facts that my career had been in education and one of my 
interests was nature and wildlife, the Flintshire Local Voluntary Council pointed me in the direction of 

NEWW.  I have enjoyed helping out with adult groups but I particularly love interacting with the children 
who are always so interested and observant. Another big plus is that I also continue to learn new things 

myself. I am really grateful to NEWW for giving me such a great opportunity. 
(Noreen Fisher—NEWW Volunteer) 

 
We are hoping to set up a group on the internet for NEWWildlife volunteers where we can all can chat, 
arrange lifts, share photos and stories... we’ll keep you posted! Any feedback on the idea of a group page 
on the internet, or our volunteering scheme in general will be more then welcome! 
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During 2015, 24 transect walks were undertaken at Rhydymwyn under the auspices of the UK Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme and in total 8867 butterflies were recorded in 2015. 
 

We took over recording on a full time basis at this site in July 2011 season and continued in 2012, 2013, 2014 
and 2015. 
The weather at the beginning of the butterfly season at Rhydymwyn in 2013 was not brilliant, but we did 
manage a Week 1 survey, which was a first for us. In 2015 we wondered how good the site would be. During 
the winter we were shown around one of the larger buildings by the Reserves Officer and had seen good 
numbers of peacocks, small tortoiseshells and red admirals hibernating, so we wondered how they would 
show up early in the butterfly year. We again recorded 25 species, including 1 new species to the site which 
was the dark green fritillary.  
The peacocks and small tortoiseshells and commas came out in good numbers early in the season, with only 
red admiral not doing quite so well. 
There were many highlights in 2015 with good increases in ringlets, dingy skippers, gatekeepers and small 
heaths. 
 

Compared with 2014 the figures in 2015 for the average number of butterflies seen on each visit showed 
an increase of more than 15%. This was due to some very high numbers being recorded on several transect 
walks, particularly at the height of the season. 
The increase in the total number of butterflies seen in 2015 as compared with 2014 was a staggering  
26% due primarily to two factors, firstly we undertook two more surveys than in 2014, and had 
three excellent counts of butterflies during weeks mid season. 
When taking the maximum number of each species seen in 2015 and comparing it with 2014, there has 
been an increase of over 8% - quite amazing! 
 

2015 turned out to be a truly memorable year for the butterflies of this site, with site records and the dark 
green fritillary being recorded. 
 

The whites were well down this year on the 2013 figures. But increases by the species mentioned above 
more than counter-acted this and a record number of butterflies were recorded in 2015 as mentioned above. 
 

- 8 species created new Site Record Levels (common blue, comma, speckled wood, gatekeeper, small heath, 
orange tip, dingy skipper and ringlet) 
- 1 species new to the site (dark green fritillary) 
- 6 species increased their numbers over the 
2014 figures (large white, small white, peacock, 
small tortoiseshell, holly blue and painted lady) 
- 2 species equalled the number achieved in 2014 
(brimstone and grayling) 
- 8 species dropped in numbers, several 
marginally from 2014 (small skipper, large 
skipper, green veined white, small copper, red 
admiral, meadow brown, purple hairstreak and 
wall brown). 
Altogether 2015 was really good for butterflies; 
at Rhydymwyn over 8000 butterflies were 
recorded, and a highest single transect walk of 
over 1500. 
 

The overall ranking for 2015 is 1st out of the 5 
years of surveys at the site.  
 

Brian and Sue 

BUTTERFLY SURVEY SEASON 2015 - BRIAN AND SUE ROBERTS 

Painted lady 

Photo © Brian Roberts 



Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a biscuit (if there are any left)! The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115.  
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The annual Defra Joint Sites Meeting took place on the 14 October, and was this year hosted by the Durham Wildlife 
Trust (DWT) at their Low Barns nature reserve near Bishop Auckland in County Durham.   
 
After an early start from Rhydymwyn, with the stars still bright in the sky and tawny owls calling in the trees, we 
arrived at Low Barns at around mid morning.  A warm introduction from Mark R, Michael, Ian and Mark D, and a 
welcome cup of tea, gave us the opportunity to meet many new faces and to become re-acquainted with familiar 
ones from previous meets!  

For our first site visit of the day, we headed out to 
Stanley Moss, a lowland raised bog and a Local 
Wildlife Site.  Acquired by the Trust in 2011, the bog 
was badly degraded, having formerly supported 
opencast coal mining and a conifer plantation.  Since 
its acquisition, the Trust has been working to restore 
the site’s hydrology, by removing the conifers and 
damming up the ditches created to supply them with 
water.  The bog’s water levels are monitored twice 
monthly, and big changes in the water table have 
been observed over the last 4 years.  These 
conditions are supporting the growth of Sphagnum 
moss, which over (a long) time leads to the 
formation of peat and the gradual regeneration of 
the bog. 

 

After a short trip in the Trust’s minibus we arrived at the second site, Hedleyhope Fell Local Wildlife Site.  The Fell 
comprises 270ha of mid-altitude heath common land, 205ha of 
which is managed by the DWT.   At one end of the peaceful 
and picturesque Fell lies a Defra Foot and Mouth burial site, 
although the only visible evidence of this is a number of 
external ventilation pipes.  As part of our site tour, Ian showed 
us evidence of the damage that had been caused to the heath 
communities by the heather beetle Lochmaea suturalis.   Large 
swathes of heather had been decimated by this insect in 
recent years, and Ian and Mark explained how they were 
considering various management options to mitigate its effect 
and allow the heathland to regenerate. 

 

 
Once back at base we were treated to a delicious tea, and 
Michael and Ian kindly gave us a late afternoon tour around 
the Low Barns reserve, which included their on-site charcoal 
kilns, where charcoal is created from timber generated from 
the reserve’s management. 
We would like to extend our most grateful thanks to all the 
DWT staff and volunteers for an interesting and thoroughly 
enjoyable day, and thanks also to Karl for being NEWW’s 
designated driver!  It’s NEWW’s turn to host the event next 
year, and we look forward to welcoming our Joint Sites 
partners to our beautiful and fascinating patch of North East 
Wales! 

DEFRA JOINT SITES MEETING  

Michael checking the water level at 
Stanley Moss 

Hedleyhope Fell heather beetle damage 

The group at Low Barns nature reserve 
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We are in the midst of one of the most colourful autumns I can recall. The trees are a real mixture of 
colours with shades of yellow, red, green, brown and gold colouring our woods and hedgerows. The 
floors of our lovely reserves are also patterned in these lovely colours now that the leaves are falling from 
the trees. In fact at our Aberderfyn reserve this week the leaves were falling so fast that the noise they 
made falling to the ground as they bounced off branches and each other made it sound like it was 
raining! 
 
The last few weeks have seen the 
return of the cattle to Rhydymwyn to 
graze the Danger Area grassland. They 
have just been removed and they 
appear to have done a brilliant job 
removing the rank vegetation. 
Hopefully this will favour our 
wildflowers and we await next year’s 
flower surveys with anticipation. 
 
Recently we discovered some bad news for one of the ponds at our Glascoed Reserve at St Asaph - fish in 
one of the ponds! Now although fish are a natural part of the ecology they are also bad for newts as they 
can, and often do, eat the efts as they grow in the pond. Smooth and palmate efts are often less 
susceptible to this predation because they tend to dwell on the pond floor and amongst the vegetation 
which keeps them safe. Great crested efts are different in behaviour and are more susceptible to 
predation. How? Well, great crested efts are free swimming and swim in the water column away from 
vegetation. This makes them very susceptible to predation by fish and in a pond with fish it is not 
unheard of for breeding great crested newts to regularly fail. In fact, fish predation at our Stryt Las 
reserve near Wrexham is believed to be responsible for a massive drop in great crested newt numbers. 
 
So how do fish end up in a pond? It is often by somebody rescuing fish from a threatened pond and 
believing that they are doing good by releasing them into another pond elsewhere. The other main 
reason is deliberate introduction by people who want to create a new fishing pond. When done in the 
wrong pond, thsi can have serious detrimental effects. 
 

Once fish are established in a pond they can be extremely difficult 
to remove. At Glascoed an attempt at catching the fish, in this 
case rudd (Scardinius erythropthalmus), failed, as they are such 
fast swimmers. As rudd are predators they are bad news in a 
newt pond. Plans were discussed on how to remove the fish 
humanely: bigger nets and pumping the pond dry were some of 
the methods discussed. In the end nature flew to the rescue in 
the form of a grey heron. As I’m sure you know herons eat fish, 
and very successful fishers they are. I visited one day to find grey 
heron footprints in the mud and a couple of feathers lost during 
preening and fortunately for us NO FISH! Our friendly 
neighbourhood heron has done us a huge favour … thank you! 

 
The introduction of the wrong plants or animals to the environment can have severe effects. Our 
Trefnant reserve has a serious problem with Nuttall’s Pondweed (Elodea nuttallii). This plant is commonly 
sold as a pond oxygenator, however ponds don’t generally need oxygenating plants and will contain 

RESERVES UPDATE 

Longhorn cows grazing Rhydymwyn in 2015 
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enough oxygen naturally dissolved from the air. At Trefnant this plant grows prolifically and we now 
have to regularly rake it out and make some very large compost piles. Fortunately the pond weed does 
not seem to affect newt breeding, but it does hamper our survey efforts as we can’t see into the water. 
The Australian swamp stonecrop (Crassula helmsii) is another that occurs at our Stryt Las and Trefnant 
reserves. 
 
This plant is extremely invasive and grows rapidly each growing season to produce thick mats of 
vegetation that clogs the pond. Unfortunately the plant is extremely difficult to remove and also very 
costly! It is present in our big pond at Stryt Las and causes us difficulties with our surveys and with any 
other pond vegetation management. It has also been found in our Trefnant reserve in one pond where it 
is gradually taking over. Recently a new patch was found in an adjacent pond which we removed and 
treated. This was necessary because part of the reason Crassula is so hard to eradicate is because it can 
re-grow from tiny fragments and can survive in the dark for at least six months! Hopefully we’ve 
eliminated it from this pond but time will tell. 
 
Well enjoy the rest of autumn and let’s hope that we have a really super, white winter. 
 
Karl Martin, Reserves Officer 

RESERVES UPDATE... CONTINUED 

We had a call from Site Manager Dave one lunch time to say 

that there was a hedgehog stuck down in the culvert in 

Rhydymwyn, so naturally, we all went to have a look and see if 

there was any way we could help. It was 2 years since a 

hedgehog had been recorded on site, so this was potentially 

great news, as numbers seem to be severely declining in towns 

and countryside throughout the UK. 

Reserves Officer Karl was able to get down to the hedgehog and 

check to see that it was ok, and could be picked up without 

causing too much distress. He carefully wrapped his fleece 

around it and we pulled the little hedgehog to safety.  

After a few minutes of the hedgehog hiding by curling up into a tight ball, it 

felt confident enough to un-furl, and we able to have a good look to make 

sure it was healthy and take a 

quick picture or two before 

releasing it in a sheltered part of 

the reserve.  

For more information and very 

simple ideas on how you can help Britain's hedgehogs, 

www.hedgehogstreet.org is a fantastic website and well worth a 

visit. 

We hope this little ‘hog will have a safe winter, and that we’ll see it 

again next year! 

HEDGEHOG RESCUE! 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

These juvenile small newts were found underneath 
grass clippings at Lane End. There are at least four 
newts in this picture, can you spot them? They are 
very hard to spot and it’s easy to miss them in your 
own garden but if you or your neighbour have a 
pond, there’s a good chance there may be some of 
these in your garden. 
 
 
 
 
 

This wonderful plump toad (below )  was found hibernating under a piece of lino at Lane End. They like to 
hide under leaves, logs and stones at this time of year. 

 
This is a 
juvenile 
common lizard 
(right) which 
was found 
scurrying off 
through the 
heather on the 
heathland area 
of Knowle Hill 
earlier this year. 
You can tell it’s 
a juvenile by 

the dark colour of its tail 
and its size. Hopefully this little lizard will now have found a nice, 
safe place to hibernate for the winter. Frogs, toads and newts are 
also trying to find places to hide for winter like this baby toads (left) 
in the grass . 
 

Below is an old habitat pile made from brash at Lane End. It 

provides a place for amphibians such as newts, toads and frogs to 

hibernate when winter comes and the water gets too cold for them. 

It 

also provides them with food as there will be 

beetles, insects and worms living amongst 

this pile too. 

It’s that time of year where we’re no longer 

in the bird breeding season and the sap in 

the trees rises much more slowly meaning it 

is the perfect time to start cutting down 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE... CONTINUED 

unwanted trees and 

clearing scrub. Over at 

Knowle Hill, we are 

trying to restore the 

heathland by taking out 

scrub and small trees 

which are shading out 

the ground flora. 

Volunteers have been 

helping us fell silver 

birch trees, which is 

don't by hand using a 

wedge cut and bow 

saws. The big logs are made into habitat piles around the reserve while the smaller brash is burned. We do 

most of the burning in a metal incinerator as this keeps the hot ash away from the ground preventing 

damage and enrichment to the soil and plants. Sometimes we even put a metal grid over the top of the 

incinerator so we can roast some bananas with chocolate over the fire. The bananas are cooked with their 

skins still on and are double wrapped in tin foil to protect them. Cooking them this way makes for a lovely 

warm treat during a volunteer session on a cold winters day! 

 
 

Lucie Bernardova is leaving NEWW to continue her all time busiest job of full time mum!  We would like to 
thank you Lucie for all your hard work during your time with us, and we wish you all the very best for the 
future. With best wishes from the NEWW trustees and staff. 

FAREWELL TO LUCIE 

Keep an eye out for details of a Christmas event coming to Buckley at Lester’s Farm 
Shop, and NEWWidlife’s reserve at Knowle Hill on Sunday 13th December. 
 

We will begin the day by creating our own 
lanterns from willow at Lester’s Farm Shop, 
followed by a gorgeous lit lantern parade through 
Knowle Hill when it gets dark to LIGHT UP THE 
HILL! 
 
More details will follow shortly. Please contact Helen on 01352 
742115 or HCarter-Emsell@newwildlife.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS EVENT COMING TO BUCKLEY - SAVE THE DATE 

Please help us to be even greener, by sending us your email address so we can send your future editions 
of Wildlife Matters electronically. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCP3X3PbL-8gCFYRrFAod_AoCuA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bethesdafoundation.org%2Flantern_parade%2F&bvm=bv.106923889,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNErH7FSN6dv_-NdbRp1cv1i_Z
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CHRISTMAS WORK DAY 

Join us on 17th Dec for a volunteer day with a Christmas twist at our Trefnant reserve! We’ll be 
restoring overgrown hedgerows, cutting back willows from around the ponds to help newts and other 
amphibians during the breeding season, protecting the ponds from being too over crowded and  
allowing in more light. 
 

We’ll be burning off the brash on a bonfire to cook potatoes and toast marshmallows, and we’ll also 
provide plenty of hot chocolate, and some mince pies! We can provide lifts from Mold and 
Rhydymwyn, just let us know if you would like to come along. 
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We have had lots of fun over autumn with lots of events for families including pond dipping, fungi forays, and 
three events at half term. It started off with an autumn woodland fun day where we built shelters in the 
woods, made a camp fire, toasted marshmallows and made willow woodland crowns. We then had a 
Halloween event in Buckley at Lesters Farm Shop, where we made witches brooms, played pin the ears on the 
bat and ... you guessed it, toasting marshmallows! The last event was Halloween at Rhydymwyn, where we 
went on a spooky scavenger hunt around the reserve, made a dancing skeleton, made sun catcher pumpkins, 
and created clay monsters with some of the materials we collected on our walk. Phew, fantastic fun! 
 

Last Saturday (7th Nov) we ran a needle felting course for the first time with Heather O’Leary from 
craftwork.co.uk and were able to create gorgeous hares made from British wool; we definitely hope to 
welcome Heather back in the future! 
 

At the end of November we are running a basketry course at Rhydymwyn with the wonderful Mandy Coates. 
Join us and learn the wonderful art of basket making with willow, or improve your existing willow weaving 
skills. We will be creating stunning hanging conical basket, and incorporating natural materials we find in the 
hedgerow. Saturday 28th November from 10.00 to 
4.30 at Rhydymwyn, cost: £40. More details can be 
found on our website at www.newwildlife.org.uk/
events 
 

Back by popular demand, NEWWildlife and Friends of 
Rhydymwyn Valley are running the annual Christmas 
Craft Fair and Santa Trail (see page 10). If you would 
like to come along to the craft fair, just drop in 
between 10 and 3 to grab yourself some lovely 
Christmas presents! To take part in the family Santa 
Trail between 11am – 2pm, and meet Santa, booking is 
essential so Santa knows how many presents to get! 
Please contact me on 01352 742115 or email 

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE  

Pond dipping fun! 

VOLUNTEER CHRSTMAS PARTY 

Calling all volunteers! Please keep Sat 16th Jan free for our annual volunteer Christmas party, from 2 to 5 at 
Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve. It’s a chance for us to say a big thank you for all the hard work you do, and 
a bit of a pick-me-up in January when we are suffering from post Christmas blues!! 
 
We will be having drinks and nibbles as well as a good gossip. Our fabulous speaker this year will be David 
Bavin from the Vincent Wildlife Trust, talking about the 
Wales Pine Marten Project (they have just released 
pine marten back into mid-Wales!) 
 
We’ll be sending out invites in December. 

Photo © Nicky Brown 



We love to see 
your photos, if 

you do take any, 
please send them 

to us on email 
KWilson@newwil

dlife.org.uk, or 
share them on 

face book at 
NEWWildlife Ltd. 

North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders Defra, NRW 
and Redrow; and to our 
volunteers who keep us going. 
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Many thanks to all this edition’s 

contributors! We welcome you to 
send in any article ideas. 

 

Treecreeper  

Great spotted 
woodpecker 

Longhorn at Rhydymwyn 

Photo © Ian Spence 

Photo © Karl Martin 

Photo © Steve Simpson 

A wren having a bath! 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Autumn trees 

Needle felted hares 

Photo © Paul Williams 

Common toad 

© Graham Davies 

One eyed newt! 

Photo © Neil Milesius 


