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Days getting shorter, nights getting longer, weather getting colder... so 
why is autumn so awesome? Well, we have beautiful crisp mornings 
with fog dancing over rivers and fields, trees are turning different 
shades of oranges, hedgerows provide delicious fruit and nuts, and 
stars seem to shine brighter than ever. Here are my top tips for making 
the most of being outside this autumn: 

1) Fungi—Autumn is the perfect time of year to go on the search 
for fungi. They come in all shapes, sizes and colours, and are 
much easier to spot than you may think. They can grow almost 
anywhere from woodlands to grasslands, and even in cow poo! 
(Just remember not to eat what you find without expert advice.) 

2) Birds—Not only are migrant birds such as waxwings, redwings 
and bramblings starting to arrive to spend the winter with us, 
but also our native birds begin to gather in large flocks. Long 
tailed tits for example can form flocks with other tit species to 
look for food and keep warm. Don’t forget to have a winter 
wander along the coast to see the wonderful flocks of coastal 
birds gathering to feed on the estuaries. 

3) Conkers— Nothing reminds me of childhood more than going 
out for a walk in autumn looking for conkers. The hunt would be 
on to find the biggest, shiniest, hardest looking conker to play 
the classic game with all the other kids in the village (I actually 
grew up near to the village that held the World Conker 
Championships!) 

4) Deer rut— One of autumn’s most spectacular sights has to be 
the deer rut, as the males compete for females (who may only 
be in season for a day). The males can be heard and seen calling 
loudly and locking antlers, a truly awesome autumn sight! 

5) Leaves— The leaves turning colour on the trees must be the 
most definitive signs of autumn, the colours look stunning on 
the trees and make wonderful photographs. A pile of autumn 
leaves also make great place for little creatures to hibernate in, 
so if you have room, make a space in your garden for hedgehogs 
and friends! 

I love this time of year, and I still can’t resist kicking through piles of 
crispy leaves! We would love to see your autumn pictures from our 
reserves. Please do email them to KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 

Welcome to this bumper autumn edition of Wildlife Matters! What a lovely summer we have had; the 
warm weather and mild winter last year has certainly helped many of our species, such as butterflies, 
small mammals and birds, although it was a rather late start for our fungi which prefer rather damper 
conditions to send up their fruiting bodies. Our reserves have been full over the summer with the 
sounds of children (and adults) having fun outside and enjoying spending time surrounded by nature. 
Autumn is the perfect time of year to get outside too! Well, it’s another bumper packed edition for 
you to read! We have our final 2014 butterfly report from Brian and Sue Roberts, Rhydymwyn seen 
through the eyes of some young volunteers, a fascinating glimpse into the world of bird ringing, a 
round up of news from across our reserves and of course our favourite pictures from the season so 
far. If you would like to submit a story or photo for our winter edition, please do get in touch. We love 
to hear from you! Enjoy! 

WHY AUTUMN IS AWESOME! 

http://www.newwildlife.org.uk
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BUTTERFLIES AT RHYDYMWYN—BRIAN AND SUE ROBERTS 

There were so many highlights in 2014 with massive increases in ringlets, dingy skippers, meadow browns and 
gatekeepers. 

 
The increase in the total number of butterflies seen in 2014 as compared 
with 2013 was 8.96%. What is quite special is that following the really 
good year last year, taking the maximum number of each species seen in 
2014 and comparing it with 2013, there has been an increase of over 
23% - quite amazing!  
 
 The weather in 2014 started quite well and a very early survey started 
the year off well. The weather came good and then towards the end of 
the summer it became unsettled. However 2014 turned out to be a truly 
memorable year for the butterflies at Rhydymwyn, with 12 site records 
and 2 new species being grayling and clouded yellow of which two of 
each were seen.  
 

The whites this year were well down but an increase of the other species mentioned above more than countered this 
drop, and a record number of butterflies were recorded in 2014. 
 
12 species created new site records; 
  2 species were new to the site; 
  3 species were equal to the site record; 
  8 species reduced in number. 
 
Several species had spectacular counts, eg dingy skippers 155, small skippers 369, ringlets 719, meadow brown 536, 
and gatekeepers 466. In one memorable walk we recorded 1247 butterflies! Altogether 2014 was staggeringly good 
for butterflies! 
 
The following species increased in numbers: small, large and dingy skippers, red admiral, comma, speckled wood, 
gatekeeper, meadow brown, small heath, brimstone, ringlet and wall brown. 
The following species declined: - large, small and green-veined whites, common blue, peacock, small tortoiseshell, 
orange tip and painted lady. 
The following species attained the same numbers as last year: - small copper, purple hairstreak and holly blue. 
The new species to the site were the long-awaited grayling and 
clouded yellow (of which a male and female were recorded.) 
We looked at quite a number of small skippers to try and find an 
Essex skipper, but we were not able to find one. The population 
of small skippers at Rhydymwyn in 2014 was 369 so it is not 
surprising that we were unable to find one. 
 
The overall ranking of the year is 1 out of the 4 years of surveys 
at the site. This was a wonderful year of butterflies at 
Rhydymwyn, when  7042 butterflies were recorded. 
 
Brian and Sue Roberts 
September 2014 

Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a digestive (if there are any left!) The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115. 

Clouded yellow (Colias croceus) 

Grayling (Hipparchia semele) 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Photo © Brian Roberts 
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Sixth form students from Ysgol Maes Hyfryd have been visiting Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve each week to work 
with the wardens as part of an environmental awareness module.  
Activities have included pond building, building a bug hotel, raking the wildflower meadows, following a woodland 
trail and learning about the different habitats of various animals such as 
frogs, newts, toads, grass snakes, owls and bats.  
The students have also enjoyed building shelters in the woods, lighting a 
campfire and toasting marshmallows on it.  
 
Mrs Roberts and  
6th Form Students, 
Oct 2014 

YSGOL MAES HYFRYD BECOME NATURE WARDENS 

 September is the month of the annual Defra Joint Sites Meeting, where 
the staff and volunteers from three DEFRA sites across the country get together 
to show the work that has been going on at their reserves, and share challenges 
and best practices. This year it was the turn of Watchtree Nature Reserve in 
Cumbria to host the event, for staff and volunteers from NEWWildlife and 
Rainton & Low Barns in Durham.  
 First impression when arriving at Watchtree was how busy it was, with 
lots of children on bikes, learning to ride in a beautiful setting. It’s a place to 
enjoy cycling, walking, looking for wildlife and for schools to come and learn about nature. It has become a haven for 
brown hares which can be seen on almost any part of the reserve. It hosts many different habitats, from hay 
meadows to woodland, ponds to reed beds; and the wildlife is thriving. However, one of the most surprising things 
about Watchtree is the journey it has had to get to this point. 
 Watchtree got its name from two trees that were on the site when it was a farm; these were used for 
spotting raiders coming across the Scottish borders right up to the 16th Century. It was then turned into an air field for 
World War II from 1943 – 1952. For many people though, Watchtree will be remembered as the last resting place for 
many thousands of cattle, sheep and pigs infected during the Foot and Mouth outbreak of 2001. Restoration of the 
site began, and in 2003, Watchtree was declared a nature reserve. It is testament to the people involved that what 

was once a negative and upsetting landscape feature is now a site that is rich in 
wildlife and habitats, and a wonderfully positive community asset. 

 The ‘Watchtree Wheelers’ project is headed up by Ryan Dobson. The 

project provides training for people wishing to learn how to ride from toddlers to 

adults. They also have an amazing fleet of adapted bikes, that are specifically 

designed to enable disabled and disadvantaged people to experience this nature 

reserve on fantastic bike friendly trails. 
 We were given a tour of the site by 

Frank Mawby, a director of Watchtree Nature Reserve, who described how the 

restoration of the site was planned to be sympathetic both to the management of 

the burial sites and wildlife. For example, a network of reed beds that filters and 

cleans the ground water was designed to have shallow margins and scalloped edges 

for wading birds; and some of the burial pits have had hedgerow species planted on 

them to encourage farmland birds and other fauna. Much like Rhydymwyn, the 

history of the site has shaped its future as a haven for wildlife. 

DEFRA JOINT SITES VISIT — WATCHTREE, CUMBRIA 

Photo © Michael Rogers 
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Rhydymwyn Valley Reserve 
 

Regular reptile surveys have been carried out at Rhydymwyn Valley since 2003 when the then Deeside Urban Wildlife 
Group (now NEWW) took over management of the site. Three reptile species are present: 

Slow-worm. Following the re-introduction of 8 adults to the site in 
2006 slow-worms have been slow (appropriately!) to expand both 
their population size and range. However, this year we have found a 
record number of 43 animals with a small but noticeable expansion 
in their range. The population now covers an area of just over 1 
hectare (3% of the reserve area) straddling the boundary between 
the DA and the upper site. Most of the sightings were of animals 
sheltering under artificial refuges, but for the first time several were 

also found basking out in the open. In early August three gravid (egg carrying) females were seen, and on 28th August 
a newly born juvenile was found under one of the refuges. 
Common lizard. The reserve supports a sizable population of common lizards concentrated in the rough, tussocky 
grassland in the upper part of the site where numerous wood piles provide ideal basking spots. A total of 130 lizards 
were recorded this year, slightly down on the previous year’s record number of 143. The highest count was of 53 
lizards on 28th August which included 33 juveniles that would have been born during the previous 6-8 weeks.   
Grass snake. For the third year running very few grass snakes have been seen on the reserve. During the 12 survey 
visits only 2 were found, one of which was dead, probably predated by a bird. There were also 5 casual sightings of 
grass snakes during the year, making 7 in total, one less than the previous year. However the number recorded has 
declined from an average of 21 snakes per year in the three year period 2009-11 to 6 per year in the three year 
period 2012-14. The cause of this marked decline is not clear but is 
likely to be a combination of factors which may include: increased 
predation (possibly by pheasants and buzzards), the possible loss of 
some traditional hibernating and egg-laying sites outside the reserve 
and poor over-winter survival following the severe weather in March/
April 2013. On a more positive note a large female first captured in 
2007 was re-captured during a Reptile Ramble on 5th July this year. She 
is now at least 15 years old and exceeds 1m in length.  
 
Maes y Grug Reserve 
 

Grass snakes continue to be seen regularly on this reserve. Surveys have been carried out since 2008 although survey 
effort has varied somewhat from year to year. This year 8 surveys were carried out and 16 snakes found, i.e. an 
average of 2 snakes per survey. This compares with an average of just over 3 snakes per survey over the whole survey 
period, with a high of 4.4 snakes per survey in 2010. In the past two years fewer snakes have been seen in the area 
lying on the north side of the lake. This is the result of considerable change to the habitat caused by scrub removal, 
pond creation and more intensive grazing by sheep. Once the new ponds mature and the surrounding vegetation 
recovers the grass snakes should return to this area and benefit from an increase in numbers of their favoured 
amphibian prey species. In the meantime, more snakes have been seen on the south side of the lake where ponds 
created by NEWW in the period 2006-9 are now well established. 
It appears that adders do very occasionally visit the reserve, although none have been seen during any of our regular 
surveys or been recorded from any nearby sites. The most recent sighting was in the summer of 2013. Sadly, adders 
are becoming increasingly rare in the lowland parts of North East Wales. 
 

Thanks to all those who have helped with the surveys this 
year, particularly Dave Williams. If you are interested in 
helping with next year’s surveys please contact Kate Wilson  
KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or ring the office on 01352 
742115 
 
Mick Brummage, October 2014 

REPTILE REPORT—MICK BRUMMAGE 

Photo © Dave Hill 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) 

Common LIzard 

(Zootoca vivipara) 

Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis) 

mailto:KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk
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Each year, as Team Manager for Flintshire County Council’s 
mental health support services, I have the challenging task of 
organising a development day for team members. This involves 
sleepless nights wracking my brains trying to think of a cost-free 
event which will hold the interest of the 60 staff and volunteers 
who work tirelessly every day in supporting vulnerable people 
with serious mental health problems in the community. However, 
thanks to a suggestion from a team member who is a past 
employee of NEWW, this year’s event was definitely a training 
day to remember!  Having already decided upon a “Wellbeing” 
theme, I asked team members if they had any ideas for topics to 
be covered on the day.  It was then that Jacinta came forward with an idea which is particularly close to her heart.  
She asked if we could include as part of the event a session which would highlight the importance of nature and the 
outdoors in helping people to achieve a sense of wellbeing in their lives.  Jacinta then confirmed that we could use 
Rhydymwyn for the day, and the rest as they say is history! 
 

September 17th arrived and our prayers were answered!  I had 
instructed staff to be prepared for any inclement weather as at least 
one of the sessions would be conducted outdoors.  Waterproofs and 
wellies were not necessary as there was hardly a cloud in the sky and 
we were blessed with a beautiful Indian summer’s day.  The venue 
could not have worked out better for our purposes.  I had invited 
various organisations to facilitate interactive sessions in a kind of 
“speed dating for wellbeing” format!  The 6 sessions were dotted 
around the reserve in various indoor and outdoor settings and groups 
of staff were able to take part in each of these sessions throughout the 
day.  Topics were varied but all relevant in promoting wellbeing to 
support workers and the people they support.   Examples included 

information from Stop Smoking Wales and from the Flintshire Citizen’s Advice Bureau regarding debt. Flintshire Local 
Voluntary Council and Mind conducted a joint session outlining their volunteering projects (including the John Muir 
award), which also involved an outdoor yoga class! Flintshire Mental Health Advocacy Scheme and the Involve project 
delivered a workshop on the importance of empowerment and “having a voice”.  I was able to take time out and 
benefit from a Mindfulness class which took place in a clearing next to a willow tepee. Our group was fortunate to be 
joined by a curious dragonfly who sat on the instructor’s shoulder for a good 10 minutes before flying off into the 
autumn sunshine!  The most popular session by far was NEWW’s shelter and campfire building in the woods.  It 
certainly brought out a healthy competitive spirit amongst team members and not one of them seemed to mind 
smelling like a bonfire afterwards! 

 
To sum up, here are the evaluation comments of one team 
member - “This was the best team day ever.  The venue 
was marvellous – helped by the lovely weather.  Great to 
move about to different locations, get fresh air and 
exercise.  Definitely would like to go there again next 
year.”  So look out NEWW, your hospitality was very much 
appreciated and we will be praying for another Indian 
Summer in 2015! 
 
Rhian Evans, October 2014 
 

WAYS TO WELLBEING— 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT SERVICES’ TEAM DEVELOPMENT EVENT 



Help us to be even greener! If you would be happy to receive your future editions of Wildlife Matters 
electronically, please email your details to info@newwildlife.org.uk 
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FOCUS ON GLASCOED NATURE RESERVE 

GRASSLAND MANAGEMENT:  SHEEP VS POWER SCYTHE 

Our Glascoed reserve near St. Asaph has been playing host this autumn to 
80 new woolly visitors. Sheep are back grazing on the site again for the 
first time in a couple of years, and they are busy doing their part to help 
manage the grasslands on the reserve. Munching down the coarse grasses 
(and ultimately turning them into meat), they will lower the height of the 
grassland sward and open it up so that, come the spring, the wildflowers 
will have a better chance of holding their own against their grass rivals. 
Grazing means more wildflowers, which means more butterflies and bees 
and a host of other pollen- and nectar-feeding wildlife. 
 

Grasslands need managing; leave them unmanaged and they will eventually revert to 
scrub. NEWW manages 14 nature reserves throughout North East Wales, and several of these include grassland 
habitat. Trefnant, Rhydymwyn Valley, Maes y Grug and Spon Green all contain grasslands. Many of our sites are 
managed with a focus on great crested newts. When we think of newts we all think of ponds, but it is important to 
remember that newts spend a large part of their lives out of the water, and most  of their food is found not in the 
water but on dry land. So if we want to manage reserves for newts, then we have to pay close attention to how we 
manage the land as well as the water, and grasslands are a big part of that.  
 
At Glascoed, the sheep are doing a lot of the management for us. At Rhydymwyn, we have instead been managing 
the grasslands by mowing and raking. Mowing at the end of the summer, when the flowers have set seed, lays the 
ground for next spring when the early flowers will have a better chance to grow and flower before their grass 
competitors can shade them out too much. 
 
Even better, is to rake up and remove all of the cut grass, which reduces the amount of nutrients going into the 
system. It might seem counter-intuitive, but lower-nutrient grasslands are generally better for wildflowers. If nutrient 
levels are high then the super-competitive grasses flourish, and flowers tend to be crowded out. But if you can keep 
reducing nutrient levels, year after year, then those grasses are suppressed and the flowers have more chance to take 
their place in the sun. 
 
Sowing plants such as yellow rattle, can also be a big help. Yellow 
rattle is a wildflower which acts as a parasite, feeding off the 
roots of grasses, again helping to suppress the grasses and give 
the flowers a competitive advantage. And once again what is 
good for wildflowers is good for butterflies and bees and a myriad 
of other invertebrate life that relies on the nectar and pollen they 
produce. 
 
All of this makes a lot for work for NEWW wardens and our 
fantastic teams of volunteers. The mowing, using a power scythe 
is the easy bit: raking up the mown grass and piling it up 
elsewhere on site (where it will compost down and hopefully 
make superb grass snake breeding habitat) is the real hard work. Having many pairs of hands, such as the groups 
from Maes Hyfryd and Argoed schools, has allowed us to do much more than we would have been able to do on our 
own. Thanks to everybody who has helped out! 
 
Nigel Douglas, Reserves Manager 

Mowing grass at NEWW’s Glascoed reserve 

Mowing grass at NEWW’s Rhydymwyn reserve 
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  Well, our wonderful summer has now departed and despite some 
really warm autumnal days we now appear to be getting the traditional 
wet and windy season that we usually expect at this time of year. 
  For a time our office bird feeders have been almost totally devoid of 
birds, apart from a few visits from blue and great tits, a robin and a 
nuthatch. This scarcity of birds is only due to a good abundance of 
naturally occurring food that the birds prefer. If the autumn continues 
like this then the feeders should soon be a hive of activity with a good 
variety of woodland birds. Personally I’m looking forward to the Valley’s 
beautifully coloured bullfinches returning to the feeders. 
 
 Autumn is a time of migration and even on our small island an awful lot 
of birds are on the move. We should shortly be viewing large flocks of 
redwings descending on a row of hawthorn bushes and devouring them of all the berries before moving onto 
another hedgerow to strip that of berries. These thrushes spend their summer months breeding in northern parts of 
Europe and Asia, but once the summer ends they depart before they get caught in severely cold weather. They are a 
small thrush with a brown back and white underparts with brown spots. They have an obvious creamy white eye 
stripe just above the eye and red flanks which are most visible as they fly. They are omnivorous birds, eating a wide 
range of insects and earthworms. Frozen ground and snow cover forces them to supplement their diet with a wide 
range of berries. 
 
Redwings are usually accompanied by their larger relative, the fieldfare, which breeds in the same areas. It is easily 
distinguished by its larger size; its greyish head, nape and rump; dark brown back and blackish tail. Its breast is 
boldly speckled. Like redwings, they forage in large flocks, predominantly on the ground but also in bushes for 
berries. Redwings and fieldfares can often be seen at several of our reserves. Glascoed, Trefnant and Rhydymwyn 

often have large numbers and they make a wonderful sight! My favourite winter 
birding view is of redwings feeding on hawberries while a blizzard rages all around 
them. 
 
One of the most popular birds that we see in our woodlands and gardens may actually 
be a migrant at this time of year. I’m referring to the friendly, inquisitive, beautiful 
robin. Some people are surprised to discover that some of our native robin numbers 
are swelled by an influx of birds that have bred in northern Europe during the summer 
and are heading to warmer climes for the winter. Do not fear that your local robins will 
be under threat of being out-competed for food by these ‘invaders’ as your local robin 
has probably also moved south to warmer climes for their winter holidays! 
 
  Another of our woodland birds that have their numbers swelled by winter migrants is 
the woodcock. This bird is cryptically coloured in different shades of brown and black 
making it expertly camouflaged. It appears to mainly forage by night when it hunts for 
invertebrates amongst the leaf litter and soft ground with its long bill. During the day it 

sits very still amongst the leaf litter where it stays perfectly camouflaged until disturbed, exploding out of nowhere 
and flying quickly away through the trees. These birds are often seen on some of our wooded reserves, such as 
Rhydymwyn, Maes-y-Grug and Broadoak Wood. 
 
As autumn starts to turn and winter approaches it is a wonderful time to get out and visit some of our reserves to 
see what is about. Why not visit Glascoed to see if there are any winter thrush flocks around or Broadoak Wood to 
see the flocks of woodland birds foraging amongst the trees and on the ground in the leaf litter? Who knows, you 
may come across a woodcock or even a flock of waxwings! 
   
To see which of our reserves you can visit, go to: www.newwildlife.org.uk/sites . Good luck and enjoy! 

RESERVES UPDATE—KARL MARTIN 

Blue Tit (Cyanistes caeruleus) 

Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 



 LANE END RESERVES OFFICER UPDATE 
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The vegetation is dying down; outdoor 
areas are opening up to uncover all the 
secrets that were hidden during the 
summer months. Therefore autumn is a 
perfect time to do some litter picking. 
Keep Wales Tidy and seven keen local 
volunteers joined the Knowle Hill 
warden Lucie in cleaning up the former 
railway track area close to Glynne Arms 
pub at Knowle Hill on the 7th October 
2014. Lucie was amazed by the 
keenness of the volunteers to get their 
hands dirty! They managed to drag out 
an enormous amount of metal, glass, 
ceramics, bottles and more (you name 
it) scattered around the valley which 
used to be an eyesore for a long time. 
The litter was taken away by 
Streetscene that day. Thank you to 
everyone that helped out (including the 
two lady volunteers who were still out 
hard at work when this photo was 
taken!) 

Eleven local residents took part in a 
guided foray fungi walk on the 18th 
October.  Thanks to many eyes present, 
including a few very enthusiastic 
children, we found 38 different species 
of fungi. Charlotte and Clive Anderson, 
local fungi enthusiasts, were on hand to 
identify the found fungi and we all 

learned something new. 
Orange peel fungus (Aleuria aurantia) 
and collared earthstar (Geastrum 
triplex) were the most favourite from 
the variety that was seen due to its 
vivid colour and shape. 

After months and months of earth 
monitoring of the Lane End 
development area (to make sure that 
the ground is stable enough to build 
safely the last ponds on it), the time has 
come to build the last ten ponds on the 
moon-like landscape. Those ten ponds 
will add to the 35 already existing 
ponds, and will be finished in 
November 2014.  As with the previously 
built ponds, the nine ponds are lined 
with special impervious bentonite liners 
to prevent the ponds from water 

leaking. Before this year’s end, the area 
will be landscaped including seeding 
wildflower and hedgerows planting, 
while planting native aquatic plants into 
a part of the ponds will wait for next 
spring. This all is to make newts and 
other creature welcome and help them 
in an otherwise developed landscape. 

Lucie is leaving for her maternity leave 
on the 11th November and enquiries 
after that time should be directed to 
Nigel Douglas, NEWW’s Reserves 
Manager, in the first instance. 
NDouglas@newwildlife.org.uk All of us 
here at NEWW would like to wish Lucie 
all the very best as she starts her 
maternity leave and begins her new life 
as a mum.  

 
 
 
 Winter bird survey, Tues 2nd December, 8.30am to 11pm, Knowle Hill 
 Litter pick, Tues 16th December, 10.00am to 1.00pm, Knowle Hill  
 
Volunteering at Knowle Hill usually takes place on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month, please contact the office for 
details. 

VOLUNTEERING - KNOWLE HILL, BUCKLEY 



COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE — KATE WILSON 

Events 
 Basketry course, Sat 29th Nov, 9.30am to 4.30pm, £28 per person, Rhydymwyn 
 Christmas fair and Santa trail, Saturday 6th December, 10am to 4pm, Rhydymwyn 
 
Booking is essential for all activities  due to limited spaces and so we know how many people to plan for. If you are 
no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may be people waiting to book on.  
 
Volunteering 
 Wetland management, Weds 29th November, 10am to 3pm, Rhydymwyn 
 Grotto creation (for Santa trail), Weds 3rd December, 10am to 2pm, Rhydymwyn 
 Santa’s helpers (for Santa trail) Sat 6th December, 10am to 4pm, Rhydymwyn 
 Pond/ vegetation clearance, Weds 14th Jan, 10am to 3pm, Maes y Grug, Alltami 
 Sycamore regeneration clearance, Weds 28th Jan, 10am to 3pm, Broadoak Wood, Connah’s Quay 
 Scrub management, Weds 25th Feb, 10am to 3pm, Llwyni, Connah’s Quay 
 Willow cutting, Weds 25th March, 10am to 1pm, Rhydymwyn 
 
 
Volunteering will usually take place on the last Wednesday of each month. Please contact Kate on 01352 742115 or 
email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk to book a place or for more information. 
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We have continued to have a great number of visits from schools and community groups over the summer, enjoying 
the lovely weather and the fantastic wildlife! Ysgol Maes Hyfryd and Flintshire inclusion have helped us to make a 
new pond, Argoed school have helped us to rake our orchard and Y Fron school came to learn about Rhydymwyn 
and the animals that live here. We have also led lots of walks around the reserve for RSPB Chester group, North 
Wales Wildlife Trust volunteers, and Mold retired ladies group. We have seen lots of wildlife on our walks, from 
birds to amphibians, reptiles, butterflies and flowers, the highlight for lots of people were our slow worms. 
 
It’s great to meet new people, so we thoroughly enjoyed our time at the 
Denbigh and Flint Show and Hanson Cement - Padeswood open day. We 
are hoping to be at many more local shows next year, and keep on 
spreading the word, and encouraging people to visit Rhydymwyn and our 
other reserves.  
 
In September we hosted Flintshire’s Mental Health Support Services team 
day at Rhydymwyn, in which 80 people were involved. Their theme for the 
day was wellbeing, their sessions included from Stop Smoking Wales, 
Citizens Advice Bureau, Flintshire Voluntary Council and NEWWildlife, to name a few. NEWW took the participants 
into the woodland to create shelters and build and light a campfire. We wanted to show that being outside can be 

good fun, and highlight the benefits that nature can have on wellbeing.  
 
There are still places on our Basketry course with Gill Dobson, if you would like 
more information or to book a place, please contact the office. 
 
We are very much looking forward to our Christmas event this year, which will 
be bigger and better than ever! There will be craft stalls and workshops, 
refreshments, and kids Christmas card table and our annual Santa Trail. 
Entrance to the Christmas fair is completely free, and you can stay for as long as 
you like! We do just ask that you book beforehand if you would like to take part 
in the Santa Trail so we know how many to expect. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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I was invited to ring nestlings in the nestboxes on site 
early in 2004 and checked the boxes for the first time 
that spring. The boxes were poorly made and had not 
been constructed to enable regular monitoring. During 
the spring I first met Jim Hulse and we became friends. 
In the winter of 2004-05 we took down all the small 
boxes and modified them so that they were much 
better waterproofed (using DPC) and so that they could 
be monitored without harming the monitors. 
 
During the early years, some of the Friends of 
Rhydymwyn Valley did some nest checking with me, 
though to check all the boxes on site took nearly a 

whole day. I was asked if some could help by doing some of the nest checking so that I only had to do the ringing. This 
process developed and has continued ever since. Amanda Bunnell took over the ringing (after being trained by me) 
and organising the nest recording in the years 2007-11. When she stopped, I resumed the ringing when informed by 
Jim that there were broods to ring. From 2012 Jim took over the responsibility for organising and recording the 
contents of nests. He has some colleagues who have been helping him to cover the whole site. 
 
The people who check nests are expected to: 

Identify the species using the box; 
Count any eggs laid and check for the full clutch size; 
Count the number of chicks hatched that their stages of development; 
Count any eggs or dead young left in the box after the time when the young should have fledged. 

The nest records and ringing details are sent to the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and to date 931 nest records 
and 3501 ringing records have been submitted. 
 
In 2014 a new phase of ringing started after consultation with NEWW, 
Interserve and Mick Brummage, Reptile Recorder. A ride was cut by 
Karl Martin along a line which Jim and I identified. This was to enable 
mist-netting as part of the BTO’s Constant Effort Site scheme. A fixed 
number of nets are erected for a set number of hours on twelve 
occasions, once in each ten-day period between 1 May and 31 August. 
This year I was able to manage all twelve visits with rain affecting 
progress on just two of the days. I was assisted on some days by Lucie 
Bernardova and her partner Adrian, Giles Pepler and Jim. CES ringing 
can be frustrating – I decided to keep the nets open for five hours each 
visit and the time passes fairly quickly when 63 birds are caught. 
However, that was the biggest catch. The lowest was just 10, when 
time seemed to pass very slowly. In the early sessions mainly adult 
birds were caught, though this year we started to catch juveniles from 
session 3 (the period starting 26 May). It is intended that CES ringing is 
done in the same way year after year so after the second year 
comparisons can be made. Firstly, adult survival by seeing which adults 
from Year A and caught in Year B, and so on, and secondly by checking 
productivity of nesting attempts by comparing the numbers of 
juveniles caught with the numbers of adults. These calculations make 
most sense when the data from all CES sites across the country are 
pooled. On the bad days, like the morning with just ten birds, or when 
it rains, it is good to know that the data gathered are helping the 
national monitoring of bird populations. 
 

BIRD RINGING AT RHYDYMWYN 

Blue Tit (Cyanistes caeruleus) 

The mist net and corridor 

Photo © Jimmy Hulse 

Photo © Jimmy Hulse 
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During the sessions 23 species were caught: 

Species Juv       Ad     Total 

Wren  8 2 10 

Dunnock  7 4 11 

Robin  8 2 10 

Redstart  8 3 11 

Blackbird 20 6 26 

Song Thrush  3 4 7 

Reed Warbler  1 1 

Whitethroat  4 8 12 

Garden Warbler  1 4 5 

Blackcap 18 7 25 

Chiffchaff 25 8 33 

Willow Warbler  3 4 7 

Goldcrest  1 1 

Spotted Flycatcher  1  1 

Long-tailed Tit  9 4 13 

Coal Tit  2    2 

Blue Tit 13 20 33 

Great Tit 12 12 24 

Treecreeper  1 1 

Magpie  1 1 

Chaffinch  3 3 

Goldfinch  9 2 11 

Bullfinch  6 17 23 

Totals:                         158 113 271 
 
The sessions did not produce birds in the patterns I had expected. From mid-June, with many young birds out of their 
nests I anticipated that catches would increase. Even on perfect catching days (still and cloudy) there were sessions 
with very few birds caught. The totals, above, also include some interesting anomalies: 
 If 8 adult Whitethroat were caught where were the juveniles? (8 adults could be four nests, each producing up 

to 5 young, with two broods, so 40 juveniles could have been expected). 
 Where were the juvenile Garden Warbler, Blue Tit, Great Tit and Bullfinch? 
 
A surprise catch was the young Reed Warbler even though we knew they were breeding in the nearby wetland area. 
It was not caught in the net nearest to the wetland. This large pond, now with too much Typha, passed some time 
when birds were not catching. We were pleased to confirm breeding by Coot and Little Grebe by seeing downy 
young. We heard Water Rail on several occasions so they probably bred. This was a good record as there was only 
one record of confirmed breeding in all of Flintshire in ‘The Breeding Birds of North Wales’. On a couple of mornings 
we witnessed Swallow and Sand Martin leaving a roost in the Typha. This was an early roost, presumably mainly of 
juveniles. During August the wetland did not seem to have any roosting hirundines. Maybe, by then, they had moved 
to fields of maize (which look like Phragmites reed beds from above). 
 
Our 2014 CES ringing total was modest. It will be interesting to see what we catch in 2015. I am very grateful to all 
who made this possible. If anyone finds a dead bird with a ring, please send the finding details (where, when and 
who) to the address on the ring. The finder and ringer will be told of the ringing and recovery details. 
 
Ian M Spence, November 2014 

BIRD RINGING AT RHYDYMWYN 

CONTINUED... 

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) 

Whitethroat (Sylvia communis) 

Photo © Jimmy Hulse 

Photo © Jimmy Hulse 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders DEFRA, 
NRW and Redrow; and to our 
volunteers who keep us going. 

PICTURES FROM AUTUMN 2014... 
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Small Tortoiseshell 

(Aglais urticae) 

Photo ©  Paul Williams Photo © Carl Hughes  

Fox (Vulpes 

vulpes) 

Clouded yellow (Colias croceus) 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

 

Many thanks to all this edition’s 
contributors! 

 

 

Dog-sick slime mould 

(Mucilago crustacea ) 
Photo © Karl Martin 

Photo © Nigel Douglas 

https://twitter.com/CarlHughes18/status/521658713409859584/photo/1

