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Well summer has arrived, and although its has been slightly dreary, 
there are still some fabulous ways to get outside and enjoy the 
holidays. It seems that children, and indeed adults are spending 
increasing amounts of time inside and are forgetting how to play 
‘wild’, and this is something we would really like to change; so here is 
our list of favourite things to do over the summer...  
 Go on a barefoot walk— It’s great fun whether on grass or on 

the beach; and it’s also thought to improve health by 
stimulating the cardiovascular system and boosting your 
immune system (just mind out for prickles!) 

 Go rock-pooling—I spent many happy hours as a child 
wandering around rock pools to see what I could find. It’s like a 
different world there, and one definitely worth exploring. Pick 
the rock pools closer to the sea, and move inland as the tide 
comes in. You could take a camera, sketch pad or checklist to 
record what you see. 

 Try geocaching— This can be great fun with the kids as it mixes 
technology with getting out for walks in nature. (For more 
details see page 2 for our geocaching feature.)  

 Make jam— You can go to a ‘pick your own’, or a bit later in the 
season, search the lanes to make some delicious hedgerow jam.  
(There is a recipe on page 10) 

 Be a natural artist—be it on the 
beach, your garden or in the local 
park, you can create some amazing 
designs with natural materials. Local 
artist Tim Pugh creates stunning 
images using nature, this one (to the 
right) uses rocks and shells at his local 
sea shore. One of the best things 
about natural art is that it is 
temporary and goes back to nature. 

Welcome to the summer edition of Wildlife Matters, where we will update you on our events 
and courses, keep you abreast of what’s happening on our reserves, along with reports on our 
latest volunteering opportunities. Although summer started off in glorious sunshine, we seem 
to now have better weather for newts, which was handy  our family pond dip! It seems that 
our ponds are very healthy, and well stocked with young newts, including great crested, which 
is great news! Other notable species that have been seen at Rhydymwyn are two green 
woodpeckers, one of which was ringed (see the back page for a 
photo) and Reserves Officer Karl heard a sedge warbler in the 
wetland, which is a new site record! Another new site record is 
the dark green fritillary which was spotted by Brian and Sue 
Roberts while they were showing around the head of Butterfly 
Conservation Wales; now that's good timing! Also spotted 
recently: kingfisher, juvenile grass snake, slow worm, bullfinch, 
kestrel, yellow bird’s nest (a fleshy plant) and redstart to name a 
few! We hope you enjoy this edition of wildlife matters! 

TIME TO RE-WILD 

© Tim Pugh 

© Butterfly Conservation 

Dark green fritillary 
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NEWWildlife would like to take this opportunity to invite your school or community group to visit us 
at one of our reserves across Flinsthire, Wrexham and Denbighshire. We offer a number of 
educational opportunities for schools to make the most of this magical pocket of North East Wales. 
 

We can offer set environmental education packages such as pond dipping and mini beast hunts or our 
new Numeracy Trail, to fit in with the National Curriculum or we can offer a more flexible approach to our outdoor 
sessions. We can adapt sessions to your needs, for example, we can provide activities in a woodland setting, such as 
shelter building or carrying out practical habitat work on the reserve. 
 

At our Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve, we also have a range of facilities on site, with a large 
indoor Field Studies Centre, toilets, kitchen and disabled access.  We can cater our sessions for 
children with a range of abilities, and a group size of up to 30.  
 

For more information, please contact Kate on 01352 742115 or email 
KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 

EDUCATION VISITS 

 
 
 

The word Geocaching refers to GEO for geography, and to CACHING, 
the process of hiding a cache. A cache in computer terms usually 
refers to information stored in memory to make it faster to retrieve, 
but the term is also used in hiking/camping as a hiding place for 
concealing and preserving provisions. 
 

Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPS-
enabled devices. Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS 
coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache (container) hidden 
at that location. 
 

A typical ‘cache’ is a small waterproof container containing a logbook 
(with a pen or pencil). Once found, the geocacher enters the date 

they found it and signs it with their name. After signing the log, the cache must be placed back exactly where and 
how the person found it.  
 

Typical cache ‘treasures’ are not high in monetary value but may hold personal value to the finder. Aside from the 
logbook, common cache contents are unusual coins or currency, small toys, ornamental buttons, CDs, or books. Also 
common are objects that are moved from cache to cache called "hitchhikers", such as Travel Bugs or Geocoins whose 
travels may be logged and followed online. Dangerous or illegal items are not allowed and are specifically against the 
rules of geocache listing sites. 
 

Getting started 

 You will need a GPS device or smart phone  

 Sign up for free and find a cache near you on www.geocaching.com  

 Choose a cache and enter the co-ordinates into your GPS 

 Follow your GPS towards the spot - then use your wits to find it 

 Fill out the log book and return the cache to its hiding place. If you take 

something from the cache leave something of equal or greater value 

 Log your experience and photos at www.geocaching.com 

FOCUS ON GEOCACHING 

Photo © www.geocaching.com 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCODu2J7rkccCFYl4Pgod6BYO8w&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geocaching.com%2F&ei=X_PBVaDDJ4nx-QHorbiYDw&bvm=bv.99261572,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNF8UOVlNxNclP9PoLMHdDUK
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Please do feel free to drop into the office at Rhydymwyn if you are passing. We would love to catch up with you and hear about 
any wildlife encounters you have had! You can get to know us a bit better over a cuppa and a biscuit (if there are any left)! The 
office is open Mon—Fri, 9—5 or you can ring 01352 742115.  

 

NEW LOOK VOLUNTEERING SESSIONS! 

 
 

Coming up this month: 
 

 Tues 18th  Aug - Reptile survey - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
Join Reserve Officer Helen and the team to carry out a reptile survey at Knowle Hill and Lane End.  
There are several ‘tins’ located around the sites that absorb the sunlight, and reptiles love to use 
these to warm up. You are very likely to see adult common lizard, and as the females will have 
recently given birth to their young, we also hope to see juvenile lizards. 
 

 Thurs 27th Aug – Meadow management – Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
We will be taking a cut of our meadows, and will be grateful for a hand in raking the risings into 
piles to provide cover and possible egg laying sites for grass snakes. We will also have a look for 
reptiles on the reserve whist clearing bramble and grass from around the ‘tins’ they use for 
shelter . 
 

Further ahead: 
 Tues 1st Sept - Scrub management - Knowle Hill Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 15th Sept - Willow management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Thurs 17th Sept – Meadow management – Rhydymwyn-10 to 3 
 Thurs 24th Sept - Hibernacula creation - Maes-y-grug, Alltami - 10 to 3 
 Tues 6th Oct - Tree management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Thurs 15th Oct - Willow and pond management - Maes-y-Grug, Alltami - 10 to 3 
 Tues 20th Oct - Tree regen management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 

Training courses and events: 
 Sat 22nd Aug – Guided Walk – Rhydymwyn – 10 to 12 (free) 
 Wed 26th Aug - Knowle Hill Open Day - Knowle Hill, Buckley, 11 to 3 (free) 
 Tues 1st Sept – Tree ID course – Rhydymwyn - 9.45 to 4.00 (free) 
 Thurs 22nd Oct - Wellbeing training day – Rhydymwyn - 9.30 to 3 (free) 
 

Tasks may involve getting a bit mucky! Please bring old/outdoor, weather appropriate clothes, 
sensible footwear and lunch. Please note, volunteer activities are subject to change, we’ll do our 
best to let you know if we need to vary the arrangements. 
 

No experience necessary! Please book on for all events and volunteering  so we know how many 
people to plan for. If you are no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as 
there may be people waiting to join us.  
 

Please visit our website for more information: www.newwildlife.org.uk, or contact me by 
phone: 01352 742115 or email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
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We love attending local shows, as we get to meet so many people  in the 

local area.  They are also a wonderful opportunity to meet people who 

have not visited us or been to one of our events before. 

Recently we have been to the Rhydymwyn Fete, Mold Carnival, Caia Park 

Environmental Day in Wrexham and Wepre Park Amphibian and Reptile 

Day with Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (ARC). It is so inspiring to 

hear people’s stories about the wildlife they have seen or that they have 

in their gardens. Gardens are a fantastic resource for wildlife as they are 

safe, and relatively 

undisturbed, and it shows 

you do not have to travel 

very far to enjoy watching wildlife.   

We will be attending the Denbigh and Flint Show on 20th August 2015, 

and hope you will call in to see us if you are there! We will have lots of 

information about our reserves and events coming up, such as the 

’Discover Rhydymwyn Walk’ on 22nd August. We will also be having fun 

with children's activities such as owl pellet dissection, colouring in and 

hedgehog wristbands. Leah, Paul and Kate hope to see you there! 

IT’S SHOW TIME! 

This year Flintshire Local Voluntary Council (FLVC) celebrated National 
Volunteers’ Week with a difference. We held our event at North East 
Wales Wildlife Reserve in Rhydymwyn and wanted to say ‘Thank You’ to 
volunteers by offering them the chance to try something new and fun!  
 
It was a beautiful sunny day and over 60 volunteers took part in taster 
sessions including: 
 Mindful Walking 
 African Drumming in a Teepee 
 DRU Yoga 
 Nature Craft, making mobiles out of slate and colourful beads 
 

Marie Curie helped to host the Tea Party and Ann Woods, our 
Chief Officer, thanked all the volunteers for their amazing 
contribution to our local communities and presented them with 
an award. 
 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to make this event 
such a success. 
 
‘You make a living by what you get but you make a life by what 
you give’. (Winston Churchill) 
 
Jill Blandford 
 
Volunteering Development Officer 

VOL FEST FLINTSHIRE 2015 
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BUILDING WILDLIFE 

NEWW have recently completed a three-stage project at 
our Maes-y-Grug reserve (Alltami), working with Building 
Wildlife, a Trust established in 2010 to redistribute funds 
from developments which could impact on Special Areas 
of Conservation (SACs) to projects which will benefit the 
SACs and the species. 
 

Our first project was to create a new pond, helping to link the 
northern, wooded area of the site – which will be used by newts for 
hibernating in – with the breeding ponds to the south of the site. 
 

Phase two focussed on terrestrial habitat, making a hibernaculum for overwintering newts and basking areas for 
common lizards.  We delivered this through a free dry stone walling 
training course, where experienced waller Andy Haughton taught 
volunteers and members of the public the basic principles of this ancient 
countryside craft, and together the group built a traditional Welsh clawdd.  
Over the course of the three days we had 20 people attend the training, 
ranging from a local builder to students from Coleg Cambria.  This course 
was made possible by the generous donation of limestone from Cemex’s 
nearby Halkyn Quarry.  Marie Tiernan, Commercial Manager at Cemex, 
said “We’re delighted to support this initiative which provides free training 
to the local community as well as supporting nature conservation”. 
 

For the final tranche of this project we have been running education 

sessions on-site, including pond dipping, reptile surveys and hibernacula 

building.  These were well attended with really positive feedback which 

has inspired us to expand these activities to other sites – so watch this 

space for upcoming opportunities!   

On a rather cloudy day, NEWW and Brian and Sue Roberts were joined by 12 people to see the butterflies at 
Rhydymwyn. Before the walk started there was sighting of mating meadow browns by the Visitor Centre, which all the 
participants had never seen before. 
 
As we started the walk we began to see more meadow browns and also gatekeepers. A young member of the group 
then made ‘The Spot of the Day’ with a view of common lizard. 
We then added small skippers to the list together with some very faded ringlets. Also seen were large, small, and green
-veined whites (one of which was very yellowish). Small heath, small tortoiseshell and red admiral were also added to 
the list of butterflies seen. Kate then found a slow worm. Some 
views were also obtained of broad-bodied chaser dragonflies. 
Some of the group also saw great crested newts. 
Altogether a good variety of sightings which all participants 
enjoyed. 
 
Rhydymwyn supports a large colony of rare dingy skippers, 
who’s name belies their attractive appearance; it is hoped that 
a butterfly walk will be arranged next year to coincide with 
their emergence.                                     Brian and Sue Roberts 
 

NEWW would like to say a huge thank you to Brian & Sue for leading 
our butterfly walk, and being so enthusiastic! 

BUTTERFLY WALK 

Photo © Brian Roberts 

Mating meadow browns 
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Summer is now upon us and we’ve been hard at work at several of our reserves. Some of the work we have 
undertaken is as follows. 

We have been busy at Glascoed managing the permissive 
“Walking for Health” walking route that passes through the 
reserve. Spring growth created a mass of vegetation that had 
overgrown the path. A day was spent cutting back lush growth 
of rosebay willow-herb, bramble, nettles and grasses. This 
then had to be followed by a further afternoon’s work cutting 
back all of the tree growth that had started to over-grow the 
path. It was good to see that the silver birch, ash and oak are 
surviving and are growing so well. At the same time I carried 
out a quick inspection of the bird hide to check all was well. 
In previous years we have had various ‘residents’ move in 
including wasps, wood mice, and one year swallow, complete 
with 4 youngsters!  
 
Llwyni Valley and Aberderfyn also received some well needed 
path maintenance. The path through Aberderfyn reserve was so overgrown that at one point I had to stop 
work with the brush cutter and have a search around for it! After finding it I finished clearing the path quite 

quickly which left me time to repair one of 
the anti-bike barriers that we have installed 
to keep motorbikes out of the reserve. 
Llwyni on the other hand took a lot more 
work. The meadow was very overgrown with 
common hogweed, bracken, cleavers and 
brambles and took a lot of cutting to open 
the path up. Cutting through the wooded 
sections was a lot easier but there were a lot 
of overgrowing tree branches which were 
cut back. Another visit was required to 
remove a willow tree whose branches had 
collapsed over the path. 
 
 

RESERVES UPDATE 

Glascoed nature reserve, St. Asaph 

Azure damselflies  at Glascoed 

One of the ponds at Aberderfyn Nature Reserve, Johnstown 
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At Rhydymwyn we have been busy getting the 
electric fencing set up in preparation for grazing at 
the end of summer. The grazing is required to help 
manage the grassland meadows for their floristic 
value and helps stop the grassland areas becoming 
too enriched. If left ungrazed and uncut the grass 
builds up too much and creates a dense thatch. As 
the grasses rot away in situ they add more 
nutrients to the ground thus enriching it. By 
grazing the cattle remove some of this enrichment 
from the area and their trampling also has benefits 
to certain species of flowers by creating disturbed 
patches where they can seed into. 
 
Down on the river we have been busy cutting, 
pulling growth of the invasive Himalayan balsam. This alien invasive can grow extremely rife on our river 
banks to the detriment of other plants. This in turn can lead to bare river banks that are susceptible to being 
washed away in floods causing erosions and further flooding problems elsewhere. By removing this plant we 
hope to maintain a more natural system. 
 
Well I hope your summer has been as productive as ours and I’ll see you again in the autumn. 
 
Karl Martin 
Reserves Officer 

RESERVES UPDATE 

Highland cow grazing Rhydymwyn in 2010 

A non-native invasive plant 

The largest annual plant in Britain, growing up to 2.5m high from seed in a single 
season. 
 

What's the problem? 

It spreads quickly and forms dense thickets, altering the ecological balance and 
character of wetland habitats. Many seeds drop into the water and contaminate 
land and riverbanks downstream, but the explosive nature of its seed release 
(seeds can be projected up to four meters away) means it can spread upstream 
too. It produces a lot of nectar over a prolonged season and is attractive to 
pollinating insects. There is concern that its presence may result in decreased 
pollination for other native plants. 
 

Removing Himalayan balsam 

Himalayan balsam needs to be tackled before it sets seed. If control is undertaken early enough to prevent flowering 
(and if this is achieved before seed has set) eradication is possible in two or three years. We recommend that the 
plants, which are shallow-rooted, are pulled out and disposed of by composting carefully, or by burning if seeds are 
present. If this is done on a regular basis and the plant is not allowed to set seed, it will eventually die out.  
 
(http://www.plantlife.org.uk/wild_plants/plant_species/indian_himalayan_balsam) 

HIMALAYAN BALSAM - (IMPATIENS GLANDULIFERA) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKfy8O7nkccCFYbyPgodIrkIPw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seasonalwildflowers.com%2Fjune%2Fhimalayan-balsam.html&ei=1u_BVaevBIbl-wGi8qL4Aw&bvm=bv.99261572,d.dm
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

There has been lots of activity over at Lane End 
and Knowle Hill Reserves: 
Our volunteers have been busy helping our 
Reserves Officer, Helen, with management 
around the site. Over at Lane End we had a few 
sessions pulling up the willow saplings which 
were springing up around the ponds. We 
managed to fill several bags with the little trees! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Reserves Officer, Helen, has made a new information 
board which has been installed at Knowle Hill with the help of 
volunteers. The board will be used to display information about 
the sites, events that will be happening there and interesting 

sightings. 
 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Here we have our volunteer Barry with work experience student, Jack, helping to carry out the pond 
monitoring over on Lane End. There are 50 ponds at Lane End and Knowle Hill altogether, 5 of which are at 
Knowle Hill. 40 of the 45 ponds at Lane End are regularly monitored by our Reserves Officer, Helen. Water 

levels are recorded and the general health of 
the ponds are looked at. If fish are found in any 
of the ponds this can quickly be reported to the 
relevant people because certain fish can 
predate great crested newts. Helen also 
records any sightings of newts or newt larvae, 
dragonflies and damselflies as well as any other 
unusual or interesting sightings. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Volunteers Graham and Jake digging 
the holes for the board 

Barry and Jack pond monitoring at 
Lane End 

Volunteers Barry and Peter 

Volunteers Barry, Jake and 
Graham with the board in place 
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LANE END RESERVE OFFICER’S UPDATE... CONTINUED 

 
 
 
 Tues 18th  Aug - Reptile survey - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 1st Sept - Scrub management - Knowle Hill Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 15th Sept - Willow management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 6th Oct - Tree management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 20th Oct - Tree regen management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 
Tasks may involve getting a bit mucky! Please bring old/outdoor, weather appropriate clothes, sensible footwear and 
lunch. Please note, volunteer activities are subject to change, but we’ll do our best to let you know if plans change. 
 
No experience necessary! Please book on for all events and volunteering  so we know how many people to plan for. If 
you are no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may be people waiting to join us.  
 
Please contact Helen on contact: 01352 742115 or email: hcarter-emsell@newwildlife.org.uk. 

VOLUNTEERING - KNOWLE HILL, BUCKLEY 

The ponds at Lane End are doing very well 
this year and lots of dragonfly and 
damselfly have been emerging from the 
ponds. In this picture you can see the 
exuviae left 
behind on the 
flag iris? The 
dragonfly larva 
climbs out of the water onto plants such as 
this flag iris where it then emerges from its 
shell. It then pumps up its wings before 
flying off; pretty much like when a butterfly 
emerges from its chrysalis. It leaves behind 
this wonderful relic of its larval stage. If you 
look carefully in your local ponds, you might 
be lucky enough to spot one of these 
yourselves. 

 
One of our pairs of little ringed plover managed to 
successfully breed this year. They produced 3 of 
these wonderful little treasures which our Reserves 
Officer, Helen was privileged enough to be able to 
ring with the help of one of our local bird ringing 
experts, Ian Spence. The chicks were extremely well 
camouflaged and it was not an easy task finding 
them but to be able to get so close to these amazing 
little creatures was truly a wonderful experience! 

A beautiful common spotted 
orchid on Lane End 

Three dragonflies who have just 
emerged and are drying their wings  

A little ringed plover chick being ringed 
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Ingredients: 

 A variety of fruit from the hedgerow or garden ie blackberries, raspberries, gooseberries, elderberries, sloes, damsons, wild 
plums, rosehips etc 

 An equal weight of either cooking or crab apples 

 Sugar, preserving or cane, 1lb (450g) per 1pt (600ml) of juice from fruit 

 3 to 4 tablespoons lemon juice 

Method:  

1. Wash and sort the fruit, discarding any that are damaged or over-ripe, and remove stalks. Wash, peel, core and cut up the 
apples, cutting out any bruises 

2. Put all fruit into a pan (ideally a preserving pan, but non-stick is fine) with a little water, and simmer until soft and consists 
of mostly juice, be careful not to burn the fruit 

3. Now rub the pulp through a sieve using the back of a spoon or the back of a ladle. The aim is to extract the juice and leave 
behind the seeds/pips 

4. Measure the resulting juice. To each 600ml of juice, add 450g of jam sugar and 1 tablespoon of lemon juice, allow to 
dissolve on a low heat 

5. Boil rapidly until setting point is reached. You can tell when your jam is reaching its setting point, as the fast boiling 
bubbles will become a slower more relaxed boil 

6. Ladle into hot, sterilised jars and seal with lid immediately 

Tips: 

Setting point: The setting point of jam is 105°C a thermometer clipped to the side of the pan with the end can tell you when this is 
reached. If you do not have one, drop a spoonful of the hot jam onto a small plate that has been in the freezer for about 15 mins. 
Allow to cool for about 10 seconds, then push your finger through the jam on the plate - if it wrinkles and does not flood back in 
to fill the gap, its ready, if not ready, turn the pan back on, simmer for 3 - 5 minutes and test again on a different cold plate. 
 
Sterilising jars:  
In the oven: Heat the oven to 140°C or 120°C for a fan oven, rinse jars in hot soapy water and rinse well. Place jars on a baking 
tray without touching, until completely dry. Don’t forget to use an oven glove when picking up jars.   
In the dishwasher: Fill up your dishwasher with clean jars, and put dishwasher on the highest temperature or steam setting, and 
allow jars to go through a cycle. As cycle finishes, use hot jars  as needed. NB dishwasher cycle needs to be timed with setting 
point of the jam. 
 

Foraging for fruit: 

 Make sure you know exactly what you are picking; if you are unsure, don't eat the fruit without finding out what it is 

 Rinse fruit thoroughly in water, and if you are not using it straight away, dry it off and store it in a fridge for no longer than 
three days 

 Don’t take fruit from people’s gardens or private land without their permission and leave some for other people and 
wildlife 

HEDGEROW JAM—FROM MARION WILSON 



 

Events and training 
 Sat 22nd August – Guided Walk – Rhydymwyn – 10 to 12 (free) 
 Tues 1st September – Tree ID course – Rhydymwyn - 9.45 to 4.00 (free) 
 Sat 26th September - Family pond dip—Rhydymwyn—9.30 to 11.00 (free) 
 Sat 26th September—Family pond dip—Rhydymwyn—11.30 to 1.00 (free) 
 Sat 26th September —Fungi foray and ID—Rhydymwyn—1.30 to 4.30 (free) 
 Thurs 22nd October—Wellbeing training day – Rhydymwyn—9.30 to 3 (free) 
 Friday 30th October – Halloween fun – Rhydymwyn – 1 to 3 (free) 
 Sat 5th Dec—Winter craft fair & Santa Trail—Rhydymwyn—10 to 3 (free) 
 

Volunteering 
 Tues 18th  Aug - Reptile survey - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Thurs 27th Aug – Meadow management – Rhydymwyn - 10 to 3 
 Tues 1st Sept - Scrub management - Knowle Hill Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Tues 15th Sept - Willow management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Thurs 17th Sept – Meadow management – Rhydymwyn-10 to 3 
 Thurs 24th Sept - Hibernacula creation - Maes-y-grug, Alltami - 10 to 3 
 Tues 6th Oct - Tree management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 Thurs 15th Oct - Willow and pond management - Maes-y-Grug, Alltami - 10 to 3 
 Tues 20th Oct - Tree regen management - Knowle Hill, Buckley - 11 to 3 
 

Volunteering will usually take place on the second and last Thursday of each month.  
 

No experience necessary! Booking is essential for all event and volunteering  due to limited spaces and so we know 
how many people to plan for. If you are no longer able to attend any of our events, please let us know as there may 
be people waiting to book on.  If you would like more information, please contact KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
 

Please visit our website for more information: www.newwildlife.org.uk, or contact me by phone: 01352 
742115 or email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk 
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Well we have been having a fantastic summer so far, the highlight for me being seeing great crested newt efts 
(young) looking really large and healthy. In fact the maple pond, which we use for pond dipping was absolutely full 
of invertebrates and newt efts, it looks to be a really healthy pond! We were pond dipping at our family pond dip 
morning, where 6 families joined us to explore what beasties can be found in the water . Everyone really enjoyed 
themselves, and the children were all really interested and well behaved. Many thanks to Val for helping out. 
 

We have also had the first two of our Run Wild events,  the first of which we were looking at playing games outside, 
and the second we were carrying out surveys on the reserve. We set up a moth trap and identified the species we 
caught before safely releasing them, and then carried out a pond survey. Many thanks to Caroline for the loan of her 
moth trap, and to Noreen for helping each week. 
 

We have been working closely with Flintshire Council Countryside 
Wardens and North Wales Wildlife Trust to help pull Himalayan balsam 
from the river Alyn. We have carried out 6 days pulling balsam from the 
area around Rhydymwn, and we must have pulled out thousands  of 
plants altogether; It is part of a larger project, with the aim to clear the 
Alyn and its tributaries of all balsam. It pulls up really easily, and I find it 
to be quite a meditative and cathartic activity, although I am sure not 
everyone would agree! 
 

We are looking forward to working with lots of new people in the coming 
months, and always welcome new volunteers, no experience necessary! 

COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION UPDATE — KATE WILSON 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Pulling Himalayan balsam 



North East Wales Wildlife, 17 Nant Alyn Rd, Rhydymwyn, Flintshire. CH7 5HQ. 01352 742115. 
Email: KWilson@newwildlife.org.uk or visit: www.newwildlife.org.uk 

North East Wales Wildlife would 
like to pay special mention and 
thanks to our funders Defra, NRW 
and Redrow; and to our 
volunteers who keep us going. 

PICTURES FROM SUMMER 2015 
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Many thanks to all this edition’s 

contributors! We welcome you to 
send in any article ideas. 

 

A little ringed plover chick 

A green woodpecker 

Ox-eye daisy in the butterfly garden 

Photo © Ian Spence 
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Photo © Brian Roberts 

Slow worm 

The new hibernaculum at Maes-y-Grug 

Our stand at Caia Park 


